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Historian Emeritus, Cyril Leonoff
On the Cover:
Pedestrians crossing the intersection of Granville Street and West 
Hastings Street, Vancouver, BC. [1950] Photographer: Otto F. 
Landauer; Source: Jewish Museum & Archives of BC; LF.02771

Mystery photographs! 

Are you the owner of 6 Camp Miriam and 
Camp Hatikvah photographs that were 
mysteriously left at the Jewish Museum and 
Archives of BC’s office after the Open House 
held on March 27, 2011? If so, please contact 
the archivist at 604-257-5199 or archives@
jewishmuseum.ca. 

There are three black and white 5” x 7” 
group photographs of Camp Miriam from 
1985, two black and white panorama group 
photographs of Camp Hatikvah from 1987 

and 1988, and one large colour panorama group photograph of 
Camp Hatikvah from 1990.  

These are wonderful photographs, but they can not be processed 
until the owner signs a Deed of Gift form and provides provenance 
information. 

RECENT EVENT: Peretz Centre Open House

Cyril Leonoff and Gary Averbach affixing the JHSBC mezuzah during the Open 
House on March 27, 2011 at the Peretz Centre for Secular Jewish Culture.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

As most of you know, these past few months saw the 
Jewish Historical Society of British Columbia move its 
offices from the Jewish Community Centre of Greater 
Vancouver to the Peretz Centre for Secular Jewish 
Culture.  Although the distance between the two 
facilities is less than five blocks, the work involved in the 
move took up many hours of planning and preparation.  

When faced with the task of moving, the Board of 
Directors created a “Transition Committee” to oversee 
virtually every aspect of the move. It began with a search 
for a new space and we consider ourselves extremely 
fortunate to have found such an ideal location and space 
in the Peretz Centre. Our sincere thanks go to Gillian 
Levy for alerting us to the Peretz Centre opportunity.  

Members of our Transition Committee were able to 
contribute their professional advice for issues ranging 
from reviewing rental agreements to renovating the 
Peretz space, and from interior design to furniture 
manufacturers. Thanks are also due to Bill Gruenthal for 
his assistance with managing the JHSBC insurance.

Once we had started the process of preparing the 
Peretz space, we had to begin the melancholy task 
of dismantling the actual physical museum.  Our 
wonderful staff took on that job with gusto. The text 
panels and photographs used in the exhibit were put 
in our Archives storage; hopefully to be installed again 
within a future exhibit.  

Artifacts which were loaned to the Jewish Museum 
for display in the exhibitions were safely returned to 
their lenders.  Other artifacts and items belonging to 
the JHSBC were moved to our Archives storage. These 
items will continue to be available for researchers to 
view by appointment only.

A heartfelt thank you to Shael Smith for chairing the 
Transition Committee meetings and keeping all the 
members of that committee (which included Shirley 
Barnett, Catherine Youngren, JHS staff and myself), 
abreast of developments via a steady stream of emails.  
So even though we are now settled in our new space, we 
are still faced with tackling the ever nagging question 

of how we sustain our organization for years to come 
while continuing to provide the programs and research 
that is at the centre of our mandate.  

We have decided that ordinary fundraising - i.e asking 
for donations or holding big fund raising events 
are not going to achieve the results we want.  So we 
have developed a list of sponsorship opportunities 
whereby individuals can sponsor, in whole or in part, 
specific programs and publications in which they are 
particularly interested.  Along with providing tax-
receipts as we always do, there will be naming  and 
recognition opportunities with each sponsorship. 

Some of these opportunities will be listed in our next 
issue of The Chronicle.  In the meantime, I’d encourage 
you to sign up for our email newsletter to receive 
monthly updates  on programs and initiatives. Simply 
email your name and contact information to info@
jewishmuseum.ca to sign up.

In this way we hope and believe this will allow 
our supporters to feel a greater connection to our 
operations.  

Still wondering what happened to the museum? Or 
what we have planned for the future? We’ve created a 
list of “Frequently Asked Questions” on our website 
which we hope will address any other questions or 
concerns you may have about our organization. Visit 
www.jewishmuseum.ca/faqs for more information. 

By Gary Averbach, President

First JHSBC Board meeting at the Peretz Centre library, 
Vancouver, BC. March 21, 2011.
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ARCHIVES

Oral History Collection Digitization 
and Access Project to begin in May

With support from the Irving K. Barber BC History Digitization 
Program, the JHSBC we will begin a six month long project of 
digitizing our oldest oral history audio cassette tapes and making 
excerpts available on our website.  

We have approximately 500 oral histories on audio cassette tape, 
ranging in date from 1968 to 2004.  This type of magnetic media 
is extremely fragile and its existence in the current format is 
nearing its end.  With an average lifespan of 40 years, professional 
standards recommend that magnetic media tape be converted to 
a digital format.  

The Oral History Collection Digitization and Access Project will enable the digitization of approximately 300 of 
our oldest and most at-risk oral history interviews.  Excerpts of the digitized interviews will be made available 
online at the completion of the project.

By Jennifer Yuhasz, Archivist

Now available online

Newly digitized photographs generously 
donated by Joe Zeev (Zabensky) are now 
featured on our website.  Joe Zabensky was 
born in Winnipeg, February 26, 1933, and 
the family moved to Vancouver in 1939.  Joe 
was very active in the Jewish community in 
Vancouver.  He was one of the five founders 
of Habonim in 1948.  He was also very 
active in Young Judea and the Vancouver 
Community Centre.  

On July 22, 1959 he married Aliza Shoshani 
in Vancouver.  Aliza was sent in 1958 as 
a Shlicha to Canada and taught at the 
Vancouver Talmud Torah.  Joe and Aliza 
have 3 children and 5 grandchildren.  Joe 
and Aliza moved to Israel in 1967 and now 
go by the name Zeev.

Joe donated over 100 photographs from Camp Hatikvah (Crescent Beach), Habonim Camp and miscellaneous 
family photographs (1948-1966). To view the photographs online, visit www.jewishmuseum.ca/browse_
photographs

Camp Hatikvah photo album page by Joe Zeev (Zabensky). Photos clockwise 
from left: Hatikvah Chadar Ochel (dining hall), Hatikvah archway built by 
staff, Hatikvah infirmary, and Crescent Beach at dawn. 1952. Source: Jewish 
Museum & Archives of BC; L.17083-L.17086

Volunteer Bea Berger (r) interviewing Ophira 
Schwarzfeld (l) at the Jewish Museum & Archives of 
BC office.
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ARCHIVES

Recent Acquisitions

In the past few months we have received quite a few artifact acquisitions.  A 
number of pins that belonged to Esther Dayson were generously donated by 
Shirley Barnett.  Irene Dodek also donated four beautiful pins: a BBG advisor’s 
pin which belonged to her sister Annette (Segall) Seydel (BBG advisor from 
1949-1951 in Vancouver); 2 Delta Phi Epsilon pins which belonged to Annette 
Seydel (active in Delta Phi Epsilon during the UBC school year 1946-1947); 
and 1 Zeta Beta Tau pin which belonged to Mort Dodek (active in ZBT from 
1948-1950).  

Also, Tamar Khalifa donated an oil lamp (bar kokhba), a pair of candlesticks, 
and an oil Chanukiah that belonged to her mother Zora Sharvit who came 
from Fez, Morocco.

One archival donation that was received recently came from Lil Neuman who 
donated a Wosk-Nemetz photograph album which included: 28 photographs, 
newspaper clippings, correspondence, and an article titled “Harry Nemetz: 
seventy-three years of Canadian Memories” by Charna Plottel.

As always, we would like to thank all of our donors for their continued support 
and interest in the Nemetz Jewish Community Archives.  If you have something 
you would like to donate, please email archives@jewishmuseum.ca.  

Harry Nemetz store in Zelma, 
Saskatchewan;  1923. Grandfather W. 
Karasov holding Phyliss Nemetz with 
Milton Nemetz in the sled. Source: Jewish 
Museum & Archives of BC; L.17061

Oral History Program

The 2011 Oral History Program is off to a great start!  Recent interviews include: Al Stein, Gerald Lecovin 
and Rose Yorsh interviewed by Judy Lam Maxwell; Ralph Yorsh, Dan Sonnenschein (Part 1) and Ophira 
Schwarzfeld interviewed by Bea Berger; and Grace McCarthy (Part 1) and Rochelle Moss interviewed by Bill 
Gruenthal. The following is an excerpt from the interview with Grace McCarthy: 

“I was very honoured to be asked to serve on the Negev committee for some years and through that association 
alone I got to know so many people in the community…they of course became very long standing friends.  But 
just the whole community, you know I think of people that I got to know through the community and through 
C.H.I.L.D Foundation…terrific, just wonderful [people] and I guess that’s where the genesis of a friendship has 
been…whether we’re thinking of the seniors in society at the Jewish Home which [has] done a terrific job over 
the years, wonderful job,…and whether it’s that or if it’s through Crohn’s disease…and of course…the Jewish 
[National] Fund, has done a terrific job…” 

Thank you to all of our oral history interviewers and to all of our hard working volunteers who work on oral 
history transcription.  A special thank you to Olessia Makarenia who has kindly taken on the challenge of not 
only transcribing, but also translating interviews that were recorded in Russian.

We are always looking for more interviewers and more volunteers to do oral history transcription. If you are 
interested in getting involved, please email archives@jewishmuseum.ca.
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Ben Dayson reading to three children in the Beth Tikvah library, 
Richmond, BC. December 8, 1988. Photographer: Robert Edel. 
Source: Jewish Western Bulletin collection, Jewish Museum & 
Archives of BC; L.09726

Exploring Richmond’s 
Jewish History

On display at the Richmond Public Library 
Main (Brighouse) Branch

June 2 - December 31, 2011

100-7700 Minoru Gate, Richmond
(604) 231-6413

Located in the Ben & Esther Dayson 
Reading Lounge, 2nd floor

Hours: Mon - Fri: 9:00 am - 9:30 pm
 Sat, Sun: 10:00 am - 5:00 pm

Free admission

This exhibit is made possible with support 
from the Dayhu Foundation

In Search of the 
Jewish Royal City

On display at the 
New Westminster Museum & Archives 

September 10 - December 31, 2011

302 Royal Avenue, New Westminster 
(also the site of the 1865 Irving House)

(604) 527 - 4640

Hours:  Wed - Sun: 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Admission by donation

This exhibit is made possible with support 
from the City of New Westminster Special Projects Grant

New Westminster Talmud Torah classroom, led by instructor 
David Rubin. 1971. Jewish Western Bulletin fonds. Source: 
Jewish Museum & Archives of BC; L.14838

Seated L to R: Shawna Dorfman, Joseph Kierzenblatt, Stephen 
Rudin, Gary Rudin, Jeffrey Dorfman, Andrew Schloss and 
Deborah Dorfman (not pictured). 



Reminder – Call for Papers – The Scribe

Just a reminder that we are always looking for papers and book reviewers for the Scribe.  Submissions should 
pertain to some aspect of Jewish life in British Columbia and/or Western Canada.  Comparisons between 
British Columbia and other communities will also be considered.  

Scholarly essays may fall into the disciplines of history, art or literary criticism, or the social sciences.   

All subjects will be considered, but the 2011 Scribe will focus generally on Jewish organizational life.

Proposals should be sent to the Editor at scribe.editor@gmail.com. Book reviews and other material not 
requiring peer-reviewing should be submitted as an e-mail attachment in MS Word or another editable text 
format.

For more information, visit www.jewishmuseum.ca/submissions or call (604) 257-5199.
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THE SCRIBE

THE SCRIBE is HERE!

Edited by Cynthia Ramsay, owner and editor of The Jewish 
Independent, the 2010 issue features articles focusing on the 
history of the Jewish Western Bulletin, the Kootenay Jewish 
Community, oral history excerpts, book reviews and much 
more.

All Jewish Historical Society of BC members in good standing 
were mailed The Scribe in mid-February 2011. 

If you have not yet received The Scribe, or renewed your 
membership, please contact Marcy Babins at (604) 257-
5199.

Did you know?

In addition to receiving subscriptions to The Chronicle and 
The Scribe, JHSBC members also benefit from:

• 10% discount on archival services such as photograph 
reproductions from the Nemetz Jewish Community 
Archives.
• 10% discount on special events and workshops
• Voting rights at our Annual General Meeting



Historic Walking Tours of  Jewish Strathcona & 
Gastown return this summer

These popular tours are back for a 5th season! We’ve got 
new stories to tell and new sites to explore. Discover the 
fascinating tales of life in the heart of the early Jewish 
community in Vancouver. 

A tour guide from the Jewish Museum and Archives of BC 
will provide insight into the landmarks, architecture, events 
and evolution of the Gastown and Strathcona areas, while 
sharing anecdotes of Jewish daily life. The tour lasts 2 hours 
and is approximately 2 kilometers in distance.

Where: Tours meet at 700 E. Pender St. (corner of East 
Pender Street and Heatley Avenue), in front of the original 
Schara Tzedeck Synagogue. 

Parking is available on nearby residential streets. The tour site 
is also accessible by Public Transit, visit www.translink.ca to 
plan a route.

Tickets: $10 per person (cash at the start of the tour) and 
includes a copy of the booklet, In the Footsteps of Jewish 
Vancouver – 1886 to 2006. 

*Presented with the Vancouver Heritage Society. Registration required, visit www.heritagevancouver.org or call 
(604)254-9411.

For more information, contact the Jewish Museum & Archives of British Columbia at (604) 257-5199 or email 
info@jewishmuseum.ca

PUBLIC PROGRAMS
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(Top) First Schara Tzedeck Synagogue, 700 East Pender 
Street at Heatley Avenue. Photographer: Leonard Frank. 
[1921] Source: Vancouver Public Library/Jewish Museum 
& Archives of BC; L.00002 
(Below) First Schara Tzedeck Synagogue, 700 East Pender 
Street at Heatley Avenue. 2007. 

When: Sundays from 10:00 am - 12:00 pm

June 26*, July 10, July 24, July 31 
August 7, August 14, August 21, August 28

Interested in becoming a volunteer tour guide? Are you a “history buff ” who enjoys talking and walking?  
Email the Education Coordinator at education_coordinator@jewishmuseum.ca or phone (604) 257-5199 for 
more information. Training provided.
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PUBLIC PROGRAMS

SAVE THE DATE!!
Mountainview Cemetery Tour - Jewish Section

Discover Vancouver’s early Jewish residents, buried between 1892 - 
1929. Jewish burial practices and headstone art will be explored. 

Sunday, September 25, 2011
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

Tickets: $10.00 per person, (Cash only please). 
Tour runs rain or shine.

Tour begins at Celebration Hall (5445 Fraser Street at 39th Avenue).
For more information, visit http://www.vancouver.ca/cemetery

Historic Walking Tours of Jewish Victoria

In December 1858, the Philadelphia Jewish Occident reported 
that it had learned that many Jews had settled in Victoria 
and predicted a “prosperous congregation would soon 
spring up.” Victoria’s Jewish community first met on August 
2, 1858, held Rosh Hashanah services in a private home, 
founded a Benevolent Society in May 1859, consecrated 
a cemetery (still in use) in February 1860 and formed 
Congregation Emanu-El in August 1862 (still in use). 

A tour guide from the Jewish Museum and Archives of 
BC will provide insight into the landmarks, architecture, 
events and evolution of downtown Victoria, while 
sharing anecdotes of Jewish daily life in the area. 

Where: Tours begin at the entrance to Bastion Square (intersection of View St. and Government St.). Tour ends 
at Congregation Emanu-El, the oldest Synagogue in continual use in Canada.

Tickets: $15 per person & includes a copy of the booklet, In the Footsteps of Jewish Victoria – 1858 to 2010. 
Tickets can be paid at the start of the tour (cash only).  

This program is made possible through the support of:
The City of Victoria and the Jewish Federation of Victoria and Vancouver Island.

Victoria’s Jewish community got together for a sightseeing tour 
and picnic organized by the B’nai B’rith Victoria Lodge 191. 
Julius B. Jaffe at wheel. 1917. Source: Jewish Museum & Archives 
of BC; L.00109

When: Sunday from 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
June 12, August 14

Photo: Pioneer Jewish Cemetery, Fraser Street, 
Vancouver, BC. [1909]. Photographer: Philip 
Timms. Source: Vancouver Public Library #7359
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JHSBC Committees -  Call for Volunteers

Education Committee -  Provides creative direction for the development of exhibits and public programs. Helps 
with recruitment of guest speakers for lectures and workshops throughout the year. Meets four times per year.

Archives Committee - Provides strategic direction for the development of the Archives collection. Provides advice 
and direction on issues not currently addressed by established policy and procedure. Provides other guidance or 
advice as appropriate when requested by the Archivist. Upholds policy relating to the Archives. Recruits individuals 
and organizations for donations of material.

Publications Committee - Provides direction for the content and submissions of the JHSBC’s annually peer-
reviewed journal, The Scribe. Committee duties include recruiting authors for submission and proof-reading. 
Meets once a month.

To inquire about volunteering for a JHSBC committee, please contact Volunteer Coordinator Gillian Levy at (604) 
257-5199.

British Columbia Jewish History Timeline Project 

This summer, the Jewish Museum and Archives will begin work on the expansion and update of the BC Jewish 
History Timeline previously featured on our website and museum exhibit “The Ties That Bind.” With financial 
support from the Young Canada Works in Heritage Organizations Program and the THEN/HiER History Educa-
tion Network, the timeline, once completed, will be available on our website as well as on www.multiculturalca-
nada.ca. The timeline will incorporate recently digitized photographs and articles from the Jewish Western Bulletin 
as well as oral history excerpts from the JHSBC Oral History collection. 

In support of the project, we will be hiring a summer student to assist with the creation of the timeline. If you are 
currently a full-time student or intend to return to full-time studies in the fall, between 16 and 30 years of age, 
and legally entitled to work in Canada, this could be the job for you! We are seeking a hard working student (and 
volunteers!) with a passion for history and excellent communication skills. Visit www.jewishmuseum.ca/employ-
ment to view the full job description. 

By Molly Winston, Education Coordinator

EDUCATION

JHSBC Wish List:
We are seeking the donation of a used or new bookcase with the approximate dimensions of 
36” wide, 12” deep, and 72” high for use as book storage in the Archives.

If you think you may have something appropriate, please contact (604) 257-5199 or email 
archives@jewishmuseum.ca.



Mazel Tov
Bill Gruenthal, Happy birthday. Nadia and Frank 
Ognistoff
Ronnie and Barry Tessler, Birth of grandson. Phyllis 
and Michael Moscovich

Sympathy 
Bertha Arnold, In memory of her husband, Abe. JHS 
Board of Directors, Cyril Leonoff
Irene Dodek and Family, In memory of her sister 
Annette Seydel.  Fay and Hymie Davis, Elaine and 
Edward Epstein, Doris and Gordon Katznelson
Mildred and Allan Feldman, In memory of their 
grandson, Ben Feldman. JHS Board and Staff
Simma Holt, In memory of her sister, Hannah. Bill 
Gruenthal

Speedy Recovery
Lorraine Isaacson, JHS Board and Staff
Rosalie Segal, JHS Board and Staff
Perry Seidelman, JHS Board and Staff

In Appreciation
Cheryl Rimer, JHS Board and Staff

Donations
Gary Averbach, Elliot Belkin, Sandra and Leonard 
Bobroff, Esther and Ben Dayson Charitable Foundation,   
the Dayson Family, Sharon and Ed Fitch,  Rhoda and 
Chris Friedrichs, Bill Gruenthal, Hannah Luber, Bob 

Markin, Richard Menkis, Joice Myers, Cheryl Rimer, 
Ronnie Tessler, Rita and Marvin Weintraub, Linda and 
Ted Zacks.

Volunteers
A Special Thank You to the following volunteers for 
their assistance with “the move”: Nathan Babins, 
Heather Graham, Gillian Levy, Piers MacDonald,  Sam 
Satvin (Dayhu Investments), Ophira Schwarzfeld, 
Lenny Smith, Sheila Smith, Jonathon Szeplabi, 
Catherine Youngren, Michael Zoosman, JHS Transition 
Committee, Peretz Centre Staff and Board.  

Endowment Fund
An endowment fund in the name of Cyril Leonoff, 
founder and Historian Emeritus of the Jewish 
Historical Society of BC, has been established at the 
Jewish Community Foundation. This endowment 
fund supports the research, writing and publication 
of the story of the Jewish people of British Columbia. 
Donations to the Fund can be made directly by phoning 
the Jewish Community Foundation at 604-257-5100.

JHS and Bingo
Enjoy an evening and play Bingo at Boardwalk Gaming 
Centre. This Bingo hall supports the Jewish Historical 
Society of BC and approximately 60 other local charities. 
Located on the 3rd floor – 7155 Kingsway. Plan a night 
of fun at the Boardwalk Gaming Centre – it’s more fun 
than you remember!
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Group of women at meeting, National Council of Jewish Women, [circa 1955]; 
Jewish Western Bulletin fonds; Jewish Museum & Archives of BC; L.13957

Do you know any of the people in these images or anything about the events being photographed? 
Please send your information to archives@jewishmuseum.ca.

Jewish Museum & Archives of British Columbia
6184 Ash Street, Vancouver, BC V5Z 3G9
www.jewishmuseum.ca | info@jewishmuseum.ca
Phone: (604) 257-5199 | Fax: (604) 257-5198

Hours of Operation:
Mondays to Thursdays: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Fridays by appointment

Administration: Marcy Babins
Archives: Jennifer Yuhasz
Education: Molly Winston

Jewish Historical Society of BC Membership
$54 Household Membership
$75 Institutional Membership

Comments are always welcome. 
Please email them to info@jewishmuseum.ca

Published by: The Jewish Historical Society of British 
Columbia. All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or 
part without written consent is prohibited. Contents © 
2011, The Jewish Historical Society of British Columbia.

CELEBRATING

40
YEARS


