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Save the Date

Please join us in celebration of Jewish community on June 
2, 2013 for Temple Emanu-El’s 150th anniversary event in 
Victoria, British Columbia. 

The Jewish Historical Society of BC, as the preeminent and 
authoritative body for the collection and sharing of community 
memory of Jewish life in British Columbia, is proud to be part 
of this momentous event through dedication of our 2012 
issue of The Scribe to Congregation to Emanu-El.
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On the Cover: Three men and saw standing in front of 
Douglas fir tree with undercut, near Port Alberni, BC, 1919; 
Photographer: Leonard Frank; JMABC; LF.38826.

On Page 2: [George and Gerry Biely loading hatching eggs 
from their Grandview Poultry Farm onto an airplane to be 
sent to Petaluma during the War years, ca. 1943]; Source: 
Gerry Biely; JMABC; L.17214.

On Page 8: Abraham Arnold meets with The JHSBC 
executive, Vancouver, November 1995: L to R: Catherine 
Youngren, Ronnie Tessler, Sally Tobe, Abe Arnold, Cyril 
Leonoff; JMABC; L.13000.
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June 2, 1863 
Victoria Celebrates the Founding 
of Congregation Emanu-El
A broad cross-section of Victorians generously 
supports the project and attends as the corner-
stone is laid for this architectural gem 
(Romanesque Revival).   

150 Years of Community Service
The synagogue and Jewish community serve with 
pride and distinction, in building a peaceful, 
prosperous and inclusive society. 
A 150 year tradition of welcoming all who come in 
peace, the synagogue and Jewish community host, 
support and actively participate in the social, 
educational, and cultural life of Victoria, 
Vancouver Island and British Columbia.
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Celebrate the 150th Anniversary 
of Congregation Emanu-El

June 2, 2013

Emanu-El is Victoria’s Synagogue 
and Canada’s too!    
•  Oldest continually used synagogue in Canada  
 and western North America  
•  A designated national historic site    
•  Active participant in the social, educational  
 and cultural life of greater Victoria and Canada

Emanu-El is a Social Asset
Members generously support people in need 
beyond the Jewish community. Emanu-El social 
action includes: 
• shelter for street youth (“Out of the Rain”) 
• socks and clothing for the homeless  
• rent subsidies (through Burnside Gorge 
 Community Association) 

Please Join Us
Our 150th anniversary is the time to renew this 
historic building and expand our community 
programs and services. Please join us in this 
worthy effort. Only with the support of generous 
volunteers, partners and donors can we succeed. 

For further information please contact:  
Ed Fitch and Barbara Pelman 
Co-chairs, E-E150 Committee 
Phone: 250-382-0615                      
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Donate to The JMABC Online
Easy, Free, and Secure

Go to http://www.canadahelps.org and search for “The 
Jewish Historical Society of British Columbia” or visit 
http://www.jewishmuseum.ca and look for the “Donate 
Now” link on the left-hand margin of the web page. 

Enter your donation information. 

Add your donation to the checkout Giving Basket. 
Pay for your donation using credit card, Interac Online, 
or Paypal.

CanadaHelps.org will send you a tax receipt, and will 
disburse your donation to The JHSBC.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

A Message From Our President, Prof. Chris Friedrichs

Greetings from the Board 
of the Jewish Historical So-
ciety!  We hope that you en-
joyed Pesach and its spirit 
of renewal together with 
friends or family. 

As you may know, this year 
the presidency of the soci-
ety is being filled on a rotat-
ing basis by the six mem-

bers of the society’s Executive. This gives each of us 
the opportunity to lead this terrific organization for 
two months at a time. Currently I enjoy the privilege 
of doing so.

I invite you to leaf through the pages of this issue 
of The Chronicle to explore the huge range of activi-
ties undertaken by the Jewish Museum and Archives 
of British Columbia as we fulfill our mandate to pre-
serve the memory of Jewish life in British Columbia 
and educate members of the public about the Jewish 
contribution to our province’s multicultural heritage.

By the time you receive this issue, members of the 
society will have participated in celebrating the un-
veiling of a plaque honouring the historic significance 
of the B.C. Lung Association Building, which was con-
structed in1928 as Vancouver’s first Jewish Commu-
nity Centre and continued to play that role until 1962. 
Many members of the society have fond memories of 
the first JCC and contributed mementoes and stories 
about the history of this building and its meaning for 
our community.

An even more auspicious event awaits us June 2, 
2013, when we will participate in an event of nation-
wide significance: the celebration of the 150th an-
niversary of the founding of Congregation Emanu-El 
in Victoria. In anticipation of this event, the next is-
sue of our scholarly journal, The Scribe, will focus on 
the history of Congregation Emanu-El and the Jewish 
community of Victoria. Members of the synagogue 
have donated boxloads of documents about the con- 
gregation’s history to our archives to be catalogued

and conserved so that they can be made available to 
researchers.  

The closure of our permanent installation at the 
Jewish Community Centre in 2010 opened up the 
prospect of making artifacts available for display at 
temporary locations throughout the province.  This 
summer our community’s story will be brought to the 
Fraser Valley when a series of panels illustrating the 
theme “Our Community, Our Stories: The Ties That 
Bind” will be mounted at the Reach Gallery Museum 
in Abbotsford.  More such exhibits will follow.

None of our undertakings would be possible without 
the tireless work of our staff and volunteers as well 
as the financial support of members and friends of 
the Jewish Historical Society. Your membership fees 
are vital, but some members will want to do more. 
You should recently have received a booklet outlining 
a variety of specific programs which we hope mem-
bers and friends of the society will be interested in 
sponsoring.  You will enjoy learning about the huge 
range of our ongoing and potential projects – and 
if you see one that you or your family would like to 
consider sponsoring, we would be delighted to hear 
from you.

 Chris Friedrichs
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ARCHIVES

Excerpt from an interview with Gerry Biely, 20.11-18. Interviewed on December 7, 2011 by Sheila Herman and Jennifer 
Yuhasz, Vancouver, BC:
GB: [Marriage] changed my life completely because my husband and I had a poultry farm.  The reason he had it was, 
his family had gone from South Russia to Siberia and when the communists came to Siberia because there were Po-
groms in South Russia and then the communists came to Siberia. They weren’t just interested in the fact they were 
Jews, they were interested because they were a rich family. They had a contract for building the roads. When my hus-
band was 16 he was taken into jail, into prison, and he was let out because he was 16, they could only keep them a 
certain length of time. And that made a very big impression.
SH: Why did they put him in jail?
GB: Because he was a rich man’s son and they wanted to know where the gold 
was…So the day he came out they took his dad in to jail...And in Siberia they didn’t 
feed you when you were in prison. Your family had to bring you food. He was so cold 
standing in line…At that time he had two brothers, one had gone to Mexico and 
one…was the professor at the University. So then they went to Vladivostok which is 
on the eastern coast and from there they walked over to China and then they went 
to Shanghai.  After two years his brother at the university got him a visa to come. 
They couldn’t bring the parents, so it turned out that the government said that if you 
farmed you could bring your parents. So that’s why they bought the farm.
JY: Where was the farm located?
GB: In Burnaby. Just opposite the Burnaby City Hall. Half-way to New Westminster. 
He had a good farm, it was successful, he had a good name. [We lived there] for 16 
years...After that we lost the chickens. We had an infection like they have now, we 
had to kill them all. We couldn’t go back and live for five years. We had to make a 
living. The only other thing he really knew…he [had] built the chicken houses [and] 
the barns and so he went into construction. He did very well.
JY: Did you sell the eggs and the chickens on the farm? Or just the eggs?
GB: Just the eggs. We didn’t raise any chickens for meat. Just for eggs.
JY: Did you have a name for the company? The farm?
GB: Grandview Poultry Farm. Because we were on the Grandview Highway.

Thank you to all of our oral history volunteers! We are always looking for more volunteers - to get involved, 
or nominate someone to be interviewed, please email archives@jewishmuseum.ca. 

The 2012 oral history program is shaping up to be a lively and exciting one. Recent interviews include: Lyle Pul-
lan, Cissie Eppel, Flora (Bluma) Field, Edgar Krieger, Bill Gruenthal, and Isaac Messinger. Thank you to all of the 
people who participated in the oral history program by giving their stories.

A special thank you to a generous donor who has sponsored the Oral History Program this year, 
thereby making it possible to continue to record, preserve and share these amazing stories.

An exciting announcement for the Oral History Program is the upcoming purchase of a new oral history digital 
recorder kit. A very special thank you to Carla Dodek, Peter Dodek and Gail Dodek Wenner and families for 
generously donating the funds towards this purchase in honour of Irene and Morton Dodek’s upcoming 61st an-
niversary. The Irene and Morton Dodek Oral History Kit is a much needed addition to our expanding Oral History 
Program. The JHSBC was founded January 25, 1971 and the Oral History Program, led by Cyril Leonoff and Irene 
Dodek, was the first initiative of the Society. To date the JHSBC has recorded over 700 oral history interviews. 
Irene has recorded over 75 oral history interviews and is still interviewing. We are greatly indebted to her. Happy 
Anniversary!

ORAL HISTORY PROGRAM
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ARCHIVES

RECENT ACQUISITIONS

•Barry Dunner, on behalf of Bernard Chodos - B’nai B’rith Lions Gate Lodge files and financials, including a binder on 
the B’nai B’rith food bank, (ca. 1980s) that belonged to the Bernard Chodos estate. 
•Gerry Biely - three photos of the Grandview Poultry Farm.
•Shirley Barnett - 3 files of Abe Stern’s (Practical English Course material from when he was learning English) from 
when he first arrived in Vancouver (1969-1970) and 5 slides depicting Abrasha and Rosa Stern’s arrival in Vancouver 
from Russia in 1966.
•Congregation Emanu-El fonds - 17 boxes and 3 oversize certificates of Congregation Emanu-El archival material.

Thank you to all our donors for their continued support and interest in the Nemetz Jewish Community Ar-
chives. If you have something you would like to donate, please email archives@jewishmuseum.ca. 

ARCHIVES HOLDINGS

Recently sponsored collections include: Burquest Jewish Community Association fonds sponsored by the Gruenthal 
family; Jewish Community Centre of Greater Vancouver, Gallery fonds, sponsored by an anonymous donor; Ralph 
Barer’s Congregation Emanu-El collection sponsored by Chris and Rhoda Friedrichs; and Dr. Irving and Phyliss Snider 
fonds sponsored by the Snider Foundation. Work on these newly sponsored collections has begun, and will be com-
pleted by the end of 2012.

Please visit MemoryBC (http://memorybc.ca) to view recently sponsored collections’ online finding aids and the JMABC 
Online Photo Library Database (http://www.jewishmuseum.ca/photographs) to view recently sponsored collections’ 
digitized photographs. A special thank you to all of the archives sponsors who are making it possible to pro-
cess these collections and making them available for research and use. 

UPCOMING PROJECT: DR. IRVING AND PHYLISS SNIDER FONDS 

The Processing of the Dr. Irving and Phyliss Snider fonds Project will be commencing September 4, 2012. The Dr. Irving 
and Phyliss Snider fonds (inclusive dates 1920-1990) is 5 metres of textual records and photographs comprising: 12 
boxes of 35 mm slides, 1 box of film reels and video, 2 boxes of textual records, ephemera, photograph albums and ar-
tifacts. Processing the Dr. Irving and Phyliss Snider fonds involves re-housing all material from old storage enclosures 
and boxes to standard archival acid-free and safe plastic enclosures and acid free Hollinger boxes. Once re-housed the 
collection will be arranged and described and a finding aid for the collection created and uploaded online. A portion 
of the photographs will also be chosen to be digitized and uploaded online. This Project will increase the accessibility 
of this collection and it will ensure the preservation of this collection for future generations. This collection will be of 
interest to a number of researchers and research topics, but apart from the specific researcher target populations, 
these slides are important in their own right as a true art form. Irving Snider had a passion for photography and the 
majority of these slides are not simply travel slides, but are beautiful artistic photographs of a time gone by, frozen in 
time and preserved in this collection. 

UPCOMING PROJECT: CONGREGATION EMANU-EL FONDS

Upon donation of this material in March 2012, an initial arrangement and box listing was completed. The material will 
remain in Victoria throughout the summer, allowing researchers to easily access it while they are preparing for Congre-
gation Emanu-El’s upcoming 150th anniversary. Once research is complete, in the fall of 2012 the 17 boxes of textual 
material, audio-visual material and photographs will be moved to the Jewish Museum and Archives of BC, whereupon 
a full processing, arrangement and description of the entire collection will take place. Volunteers and students will be 
sought to digitize a portion of this collection, thereby making is accessible to remote researchers. Look for an in-depth 
write-up of this project in the next issue of The Chronicle.

Contact: (604) 257-5199 | archives@jewishmuseum.ca 
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PUBLIC PROGRAMS - PHILOSOPHERS’ CAFE

PHILOSOPHERS’ CAFE: WHERE IDEAS PERCOLATE Hot drinks + light refreshments served all PM 
30min INTRO, 90min DISCUSSION | Everyone welcome $5 suggested donation at the door
        (604) 257-5199 | jewishmuseum.ca

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15, 2012 | 7:00PM - 9:00PM | 6184 ASH ST.

MENTAL ILLNESS AND THE JEW: Topic description coming soon...

REBECCA DENHAM is a graduate of Carlton University and currently works as the mental health 
outreach worker for Jewish Family Service Agency. Within this role Rebecca offers people with mental 
illness recovery plans which can include mental health assessments, cognitive behavior therapy, rein-
tegration programs, accompaniment to social activities all of which are accented by recommendations 
and assistance in maintaining a healthy lifestyle.  

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20, 2012 | 7:00PM - 9:00PM | 6184 ASH ST.

TOPIC tba
MODERATOR tba

WEDNESDAY, MAY 16, 2012 | 7:00PM - 9:00PM | 6184 ASH ST.

THEOLOGY: For prayer or religious life to make sense, we need to have a personally satisfying, effective 
understanding of what we mean by “God.” How does Jewish heritage help us toward our own personal 
theological framework that integrate, rather than conflicts, with everything we have come to know?

RABBI DAVID MIVASAIR is the spiritual leader of Ahavat Olam Synagogue. He is a graduate of the Re-
constructionist Rabbinical College (1991) and has led congregations in Pennsylvania and Vancouver.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 18, 2012 | 7:00PM - 9:00PM | 6184 ASH ST.

THE NATURE OF EVIL: What do we mean when we label someone as “evil”? What are the conse-
quences of thinking in these terms? How does our definition of evil, in turn, define us? Challenge your 
assumptions, and you will be startled to learn of your own mundane capacity for extraordinary evil.

DR. RAJIV JHANGIANI is a Professor of Psychology at Capilano University, where, among other cours-
es, he teaches the Psychology of Genocide. His research focuses on political violence (including terror-
ism and genocide), decision-making under stress, strategic alliances, disaster preparedness, and the 
use of technology in the classroom.

Presented in collaboration with SimonFraser 
University Department of Continuing Studies

Ideas? | We would love to hear from you!
(604) 257-5199 | info@jewishmuseum.ca
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MOUNTAIN VIEW CEMETERY HISTORIC WALKING TOUR $10 (cash only) at start of tour
150,000 STORIES to SHARE | Everyone welcome  (604) 325-2646 | vancouver.ca/cemetery  
   
WEDNESDAY, JULY 11, 2012 | 6:30PM | MEET AT 5445 FRASER ST. (enter at 39th Ave.)

Mountain View Cemetery is the final resting place of more than 150,000 people. Join us for a guided tour of the 
Jewish Section and hear stories of Vancouver’s early Jewish residents, and burial practices.

JEWISH STRATHCONA & GASTOWN HISTORIC WALKING TOUR $10 (cash only) at start of tour
2km WALK, 2hour DISCOVERY | Everyone welcome   (604) 257-5199 | jewishmuseum.ca  

JUNE 3rd + 10th, 2012 | JULY 15th + 22nd, 2012 | AUG 12th, 19th + 26th, 2012
10:00AM - 12:00PM | MEET AT 700 E. PENDER ST. (corner of E. Pender St. and Heatley Ave.)
Parking is available on nearby residential streets | Accessible by public transit (www.translink.ca)
        
Our popular historic walking tours of Jewish Strathcona and Gastown are back for a 6th season! Discover the 
fascinating tales of life in early Jewish community in Vancouver, gain insight into the evolution, landmarks, and 
architecture of the Gastown/Strathcona area, and uncover BC’s Jewish heritage - all in two km, and two hours. 

Receive a FREE copy of In The Footsteps of Jewish Vancouver - 1886 to 2006 at the end of the tour.

GENEALOGY SUNDAY | TRACE YOUR JEWISH ANCESTRY
1 SUNDAY, COUNTLESS DISCOVERIES | Everyone welcome

LAST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH | 1:00PM - 4:00PM |6184 ASH ST. 
FREE | By appointment only
(604) 257-5199 | info@jewishmuseum.ca

Trace your Jewish ancestry at the Jewish Museum & Archives office with 
volunteers from the Jewish Genealogical Institute of British Columbia 
(JGIBC) on the last Sunday of every month. Book your appointment in advance 
to gain FREE access to genealogy databases (ancestry.com and findmypast.
com), and the guiding expertise of a trained JGIBC volunteer. 

JEWISH GENEALOGICAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA $5 for non-members
DISCOVER the JOURNEYS | Everyone welcome    (604) 321-9870

IN SEARCH OF HER CZERNOWITZ FAMILY with SHULA KLINGER
TUESDAY, MAY 1, 2012 | 7:30PM | 7190 OAK STREET (Temple Shalom)
The search of her Czernowitz family history leads Shula Klinger in unexpected directions and to new family.

VISIT TO CHAIM KORNFELD’S PRE-WAR SHTETL IN HUNGARY with TOVA KORNFELD
TUESDAY, JUNE 5, 2012 | 7:30PM | 7190 OAK STREET (Temple Shalom)
Tova Kornfeld recalls the trip she and her family took to her father’s pre war shetl in Hungary.

PUBLIC PROGRAMS
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SEE THE FOREST THROUGH LEONARD FRANK’S TREES

The legacy of famed photographer, Leonard Frank (1870 – 1944) 
lives through the Jewish Museum and Archives of British Columbia 
(JMABC). Photographs from the Leonard Frank Photos Studio fonds are now 
available for viewing and temporary exhibition loan via the JMABC.

Since 1971, the Jewish Historical Society of British Columbia, led by Cyril Le-
onoff, has been collecting community treasures and processing and preserv-
ing them for future generations. 

Jennifer Yuhasz, the JMABC’s Archivist, and Amber McBride, the JMABC’s 
Assistant Digitization Intern, processed and digitized over 2,000 cherished 
Leonard Frank and Otto F. Landauer logging and lumber photographs from 
the Leonard Frank Photos Studio fonds - a great feat for our Archives! 

Frank arrived on the Pacific Coast from Germany during the gold rush and 
like many others at the time, hoped to find his fortune in gold; however, this 
was not his fate. Instead, Frank won a raffle at the Alberni mining camp and 
received a camera, leading him to his life’s passion and livelihood, and the 
world to his breathtaking portraits of BC landscapes.

Historians regard Leonard Frank’s collection as the most important in the West and the second most in 
all of Canada; the JMABC owns approximately 39,000 photographs from the Leonard Frank Photos Studio 
fonds. Frank’s logging collection is second to none. He was a wiry man who loved to trek up tough terrain to capture 
unique and brilliant photographs. In 1923 Frank was honoured with the Trail Rider and Mountaineer Badge presented 
by the Canadian Pacific Railway. Frank is responsible for more than a third of the 100,000 photographs in the BC His-
toric Photograph section of the Vancouver Public Library. 

Leonard Frank’s photographs share the gorgeous, changed 
landscapes of BC with his audience; we are delighted to an-
nounce that a portion of these photographs are now avail-
able for viewing on the JMABC’s website. To view this portion of 
digitized photographs online, please go to the JMABC website (www.
jewishmuseum.ca/photographs) or  to view all of the digitized photo-
graphs, please got to Artefacts Canada (www.pro.rcip-chin.gc.ca/bd-
dl/artefacts-eng.jsp). We would like to acknowledge Young Canada 
Works (YCW) and the Canadian Heritage Information Network (CHIN) 
for their support of this important project. 

For more information, or to inquire about exhibition opportunities, vol-
unteering, or support, please email info@jewishmuseum.ca. 

TOP PHOTO: Two fallers with felled tree, BC, [ca. 1920]; Collection: Leonard Frank Photos Studio fonds; Photographer: 
Leonard Frank; Jewish Museum & Archives of BC; LF.40086.

BOTTOM PHOTO: Power saw in action, BC, 1954; Collection: Leonard Frank Photos Studio fonds; Photographer: Otto F. 
Landauer; Jewish Museum & Archives of BC; LF.39910.

PEOPLE & PROJECTS
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PLAQUE DEDICATION - VANCOUVER’S FIRST JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTRE, 2674 OAK STREET

The Jewish Museum and Archives of BC is excited to announce that Vancouver’s first Jewish Community Centre, 
now the BC Lung Association Building, is a designated Vancouver Heritage Foundation Places That Matter site.
 
This historic building provided headquarters for Jewish community offices, meeting rooms, and athletic facilities. 
At it’s hayday, it was the hub of Jewish life in Vancouver. Built on the instigation and financial support of Samuel 
Lodge B’nai Brith, the Centre was planned and built under considerable financial difficulty at the beginning of 
the Great Depression. 

PLEASE SHARE your memories and photos of this historic building with us - we would love to hear from you!
(604) 257-5199 | archives@jewishmuseum.ca

“Not only were my parents 
married there on Wed Feb 26, 
1936, on the second floor, Mother 
said their wedding was the first one 
to be held there. With 350 people 
in attendance a procession walked 
from their family home on 11th & 
Hemlock. The Rev. M.N.Pastinsky 
officiated with Rabbi J.L. Zlotnik. 
Mother brought in her lace gown 
from New York.” -- Shirley Barnett 
speaking about her parents, Esther 
Nemetz & Ben Dayson.

MEANINGFUL MOMENTS
VANCOUVER’S FIRST JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTRE

“As I remember it, I have strong memories of the old JCC that mainly 
revolve around my experiences at the JCC Day Camp. In fact, while 
the building was kind of old and scary for a young person...Day Camp 
was nothing like that. I remember that we would be dropped off at 
the Centre in the morning and get on chartered buses to go to one of 
Vancouver’s many beaches or parks where we would spend the day. 
When we weren’t outside we were taking a tour of the Coca Cola plant, 
or Dad’s Cookies where we were always sent home with a bottle of pop 
or a box of chocolate covered cookies...[T]he counselors were always 
nice, the weather was always beautiful and we always had fun.” 
- Debby Freiman

“I spent my early years there at Centre Day Camp 
and my teenage years there as part of AZA so I 
have many fond memories of the place.” 
- Gary Averbach

“I met my wife, Noemi, there, at the 20-40 club. 
No further comment!” - Bill Gruenthal

“The old JCC was THE meeting place in Vancouver for all the Jews young and old until the new 
JCC was built. Congregation Beth Israel held Friday night services upstairs in the auditorium 
until they built their synagogue...Sundays the kids met at the JCC for AZA and Young Judea 
meetings...The Jewish Western Bulletin had offices in the basement and it was there that I did 
research for several projects regarding the early activities of the community. Most community 
organisations held their meetings there. I remember the community Council meeting in the 
auditorium when the vote was taken to expel the UJPO. It was an interesting hub for the com-
munity. We all grew up there and loved it. - Dorothy Grad

“I too attended meetings and functions of both 
AZA and Young Judea there.” - Perry Seidelman

“I remember when we first moved to Vancouver in 1947 
this was the place for young people to hang out, often 
spilling out to the front steps of the building. Sundays 
were especially fun to be at the JCC. There were meet-
ings of BBG and AZA – the youth organizations of the 
B’nai Brith as well as adult organization meetings. Sun-
days were a hive of activity at the JCC. Often the young 
people would walk up to Pal’s Cafe on the corner of l6th 
Ave. and Oak for a snack. Pal’s was located where the 
DeDutch Cafe is now.” - Irene Dodek

PEOPLE & PROJECTS
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NEW DIGITIZATION SERVICE BEING OFFERED!

As a member of the JMABC, we are pleased to offer you the opportunity to have a professional archivist digitize 
your family slides, photographs, and audio cassette recordings. Help preserve your family memories with high-
resolution digital files you can easily share with family members. 

Cost: $0.75 per photograph/slide (in jpg file format); $29 per audio cassette (in mp3 file format). 
Members receive 10% off. No rush orders, please. 
(604) 257-5199 | archives@jewishmuseum.ca

REMEMBERING ABRAHAM J. ARNOLD, 1922-2011

Abraham Arnold, born in Montreal, died at his home in Winnipeg on January 28, 2011, at the age of 88.

Abe was deeply involved in journalism and Jewish communal life over a period of 70 years, serving the community 
in various executive offices in Montreal, Winnipeg, and Vancouver.   He will be best remembered as a passionate 
advocate for human rights, for the fostering of multicultural understanding, and for his contributions to the knowledge 
of the history of Jewish people in Canada.   

Publisher-Editor of the Jewish Western Bulletin of Vancouver from 
1949-1960, Arnold’s June 30, 1958 B.C. Centenary Edition was 
the first comprehensive history of the Jewish community in British 
Columbia. A founder of the Jewish Historical Society of Western 
Canada (now the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada) 
in Winnipeg, the Canadian Jewish Historical Society (now the 
Association for Canadian Jewish Studies), he was also an early 
advocate for and long-term mentor to the Jewish Historical Society 
of British Columbia.

Abraham Arnold was the recipient of many honours and awards during his lifetime, including: the Order of Canada,  
an honourary doctorate from the University of Winnipeg, the Manitoba Human Rights Achievement Award, and the 
Canadian Jewish Studies Distinguished Service Award.

C.E. Leonoff

THE SCRIBE IS HERE!

Edited by Cynthia Ramsay, owner and publisher of Vancouver’s Jewish Independent, our 
newest issue of The Scribe (2011) features articles on Jewish community organizational life, 
oral history excerpts, photographs, book reviews, and more! 

We are proud to send all Jewish Historical Society of BC members in good standing a copy 
of The Scribe for FREE. 

To purchase additional copies of The Scribe ($20 + postage), please contact: 
(604) 257-5199 | info@jewishmuseum.ca 
No rush orders, please.

PEOPLE & PROJECTS



The C
H

R
O

N
IC

LE

Mazel Tov
Sharon and Ed Fitch, birth of grandson Benjamin. 
JHS Board and staff, Betty and Irv Nitkin, Vicki and 
Michael Northy, Lotti and  Shael Smith
Chris Friedrichs, happy birthday. Bill Gruenthal
William Goldman, happy birthday. Sally Tobe
Bill Gruenthal, happy birthday. Lotti and Shael 
Smith
Josephine Nadel, Noemi and Bill Gruenthal
David Nerman, happy 60th birthday. Gail and 
Richard Wenner and family

Speedy Recovery
John Cerny, Bill Gruenthal
Rochelle Moss, Bill Gruenthal
Shael Smith, Dorothy and Frieda Ullman and 
family

Thank You
Corry Flader, Irene and Mort Dodek

Sympathy 
Caron Bernstein, in memory of her mother Toby. 
Diane and Gary Averbach, Marcy and Steve Babins, 
Shirley Barnett
Tobi Lenett, in memory of her husband Harold. 
Anita Leonoff, Cyril Leonoff
Cyril Leonoff, in memory of his wife Faye. Muren 
Schachter, Phyllis and Les Weinstein
Shelley Rivkin, in memory of her father Irv. JHS 
Board and staff, Cyril Leonoff

David Schwartz and Family, in memory of his 
mother Toby. Diane and Gary Averbach, Shirley 
Barnett, JHS Board and staff
Shauna Switzer, in memory of Jack. Fay and Bud 
Riback
Les Weinstein, in memory of Phyllis. Cyril Leonoff

Donations
Marie and Alex Ash, Betty Averbach Foundation,  Elliot 
Belkin, Sharon and Ed Fitch, Debby Freiman and 
David Schwartz, Rhoda and Chris Friedrichs, Noemi 
and Bill Gruenthal, Zara Jackson, Michael Levy, Bob 
Markin, Mazzi Consulting, Richard Menkis, Irving 
and Phyliss Snider Foundation, Robert Spevakow, 
Deborah Sutton, Yosef Wosk.

New Members
Esther Caldes, Felicia Folk, Tannis and David 
Goldman, Zara Jackson, Muren Schachter, Stan 
Sunshine, Aron Tischler.

Cyril Leonoff Endowment Fund for the 
Jewish Historical Society of BC

An endowment fund in the name of Cyril Leonoff 
(the Jewish Historical Society of BC’s founder) 
has been established at the Jewish Community 
Foundation. This endowment fund supports the 
research, writing and publication of the story of 
the Jewish people of British Columbia. 

Donations to the Fund can be made directly by 
phoning the Jewish Community Foundation at 
(604) 257-5100.

We wish to acknowledge and thank those who 
donated to the funds of the Jewish Historical 
Society in memory of our late wife and mother, 
Faye Leonoff:

Diane and Gary Averbach, Lori and Phil Barer and 
family, Shirley Barnett, Shirley Brown, Ellen and 
Stephen Cronk, Irene and Mort Dodek, Lily Floom, 
Audrey and Cyril Gold, Steven Goluboff, Claire 
Golumbia, Effie and Harry Gordon, JHS Board and 
staff, Noemi and Bill Gruenthal, Janine Johnston, 
Lorna and Earle Klohn,  Arlene and Larry Leonoff, 
Lynda and Arthur Leonoff, Donna Love and Earl 
Lesk, Letta Lewis, Ruth and Harvey Mitchell, Betty 
and Irv Nitkin, Vicki and Michael Northy, Bonnie 
Reed and Alan Richman, Betty and Mickey Rodin, 
Muren Schachter, Lotti and Shael, Kaili, Aydin and 
Devon Smith, Ronnie and Barry Tessler, Sally Tobe, 
Elaine and Cy Wax, Phyllis and Les Weinstein.

And for the support of the JHS staff during Faye’s 
illness: Marcy Babins, Miriam Warren, Molly 
Winston, and Jennifer Yuhasz.

Sincerely, 
Cyril Leonoff, Blair and Betsy, Anita and Rosanne 
Leonoff

TRIBUTES & DONATIONS
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Jewish Museum & Archives of British Columbia
6184 Ash Street, Vancouver, BC V5Z 3G9
www.jewishmuseum.ca | info@jewishmuseum.ca
Phone: (604) 257-5199 | Fax: (604) 257-5198

Hours of Operation:
Mondays to Thursdays: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Fridays by appointment

Administration: Marcy Babins
Archives: Jennifer Yuhasz
Education: Kara Mintzberg

Jewish Historical Society of BC Membership
$54 Household Membership
$75 Institutional Membership

Comments are always welcome. 
Please email info@jewishmuseum.ca

Published by: The Jewish Historical Society of British 
Columbia. All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or 
part without written consent is prohibited. Contents © 
2012, The Jewish Historical Society of British Columbia.

 Men’s 
Curling 
Team, 
[Vancouver, 
BC, 1960]; 
Collection: 
Jewish 
Western 
Bulletin 
fonds; 
Jewish 
Museum 
& Archives 
of BC; 
L.12164.

Mystery Photo: 
Do you know any of the people in this image or anything about the event being photographed? 
We would love to hear from you! (604) 257-5199 | archives@jewishmuseum.ca


