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Royal City Hadassah Chapter stand, New Westminster, BC. 1947. Source: Unknown



Pioneer Women youngster, [1986]. Collection: Jewish Western Bulletin 
fonds; Jewish Museum & Archives of BC; L.13928
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Executive Director’s Report, Laura Moodie
WWriting this last issue of 2010 in the middle of an August 
heat wave, I would like to say thank you to those of you who 
renewed your memberships this past year and say a 
special hello to new members especially those who were 
prompted to join the museum in locations outside Vancou-
ver.   

As we prepare for a new year and plan activities at the 
museum itself for the coming year, we are also working on 
ways to bring the museum story to those in other parts of 
the province without easy access to Vancouver.  In the last 
year, we provided Victoria’s Emanu-El Synagogue with a 
photographic exhibit which was supplemented by local arti-
facts and shared with the local community. One traveling 
eexhibit, (Vancouver: Bridging Its History) didn’t travel far but 
reached thousands of visitors at the Teck Gallery at Simon 
Fraser University’s downtown Vancouver campus. We hope 
to have more exhibits that can travel throughout the 
province in coming years.

Home Away From Home, an exhibit about Jewish camps will 
be offered until early October and followed by an exhibit on 
the Jewish population of New Westminster.  For the month 
of August, we hosted an exhibit from the Jewish Historical 
Society of Southern Alberta, A Joyful Harvest which cel-
ebrated 100 years of Jewish history.

Last year we offered a series of Philosopher’s Cafés with 
subjects as wide-ranging as Tattoos to the Torah.  The 
Cafés bring a number of Jewish and non-Jewish people 
together once a month to discuss subjects of interest in a 
casual and friendly atmosphere. All are welcome and a $5 
donation is suggested. 

OurOur website underwent a number of changes in the last 
year under the leadership of Lloyd Baron and Steve Burton 
supplemented by many hours from staff.  Molly Winston, 
our Education Coordinator is also now our Webmistress. 
We now can offer more current event information, audio 
clips from our Oral History Collection, browse photographs 
from the Nemetz Jewish Community Archives and explore 
educationaleducational games. The website is accessible to anyone 
anywhere in the world.  Registering for the site allows you to 
easily post comments, submit photographs or videos and 
share information with your friends and family. This last 
year was a pivotal period in the history of the Jewish 
Museum and Archives during which we saw unparalleled 
new work being completed by both staff and volunteers 
alialike.  

Our walking tours of Jewish Strathcona and Gastown have 
now been offered for four years and are becoming more 
and more popular.  This year we also introduced walking 
tours of Jewish Victoria to a new and interested audience. A 
walking tour and guided bus tour were offered in New West-
minster in the business district. Our Education programs  
will introduce a number of firsts including an innovative 
pprogram that will be brought to the schools.          

WWe moved our archives to a building in Richmond and now 
have much more suitable space with room to expand.  We 
took every opportunity we could to collaborate and in each 
instance, it brought new people to the knowledge of the 
Jewish Museum and Archives of British Columbia. The 
biggest and most exciting change that happened in 2010, at 
least from my vantage point as Executive Director, was the 
emergenceemergence of a cultural entity much larger and much more 
inclusive than the physical buildings on 41st Avenue in Van-
couver or the wonderful new storage facility in Richmond.    

We also have learned that some essence of the Jewish 
Museum  and Archives lives in the hearts and minds of its 
friends, members, staff and volunteers and that talking to 
any one of these ambassadors we can be thankful with the 
knowledge that they will spread the word about our 
resources.  

ByBy establishing electronic portals and developing partner-
ships with enthusiastic like-minded organizations, we are 
enabling an increasingly generative virtual visitor experi-
ence. One day I would love to see realized the vision of the 
Museum and Archives truly serving the  entire province in a 
meaningful way.  We are working away quietly on plans to 
make that happen. In the meantime, there is much work to 
be done to get the word out, to raise the money we need to 
do what we do, to build an endowment and to engage the 
imaginations of all British Columbians, wherever they may 
be, to the idea of a sharing in the stewardship and celebra-
tion of a very important history.   

The amazing thing about 2010, which was a disastrous 
financial year for our donation dependent organization, was 
that we made it through.  Our conservative budgeting 
trimmed our costs and many of our supporters continued to 
help.  We didn’t finish the year in the black but we were well 
ahead of our grant projections.  We are really hoping that 
the generosity and good fortune of our members will follow 
usus into 2011 and we will be able to build a buffer for years 
to come. Equally important is that our list of supporters and 
members grows longer than each year. Pssst … keep 
spreading the word … you’re doing a great job!  

Our new archives storage

DIRECTOR’S REPORTTRIBUTES and DONATIONS

In Appreciation
Noemi and Bill Gruenthal. Sidney and Dan Shmilovitch
Rochelle Moss. Bill Gruenthal
Catherine Youngren. Tikvah Branch: National Council of 
Jewish Women

Mazel Tov
DianeDiane and Gary Averbach, birth of their granddaughter. JHS 
Board of Directors and staff, Noemi and Bill Gruenthal
Lisa and Michael Averbach, birth of their daughter. Noemi 
and Bill Gruenthal
Allie Diamond, graduation from McGill. Natalie Kohn Wein-
stein and family
Irene Dodek, happy birthday. Ronnie Tessler
Debby Freiman and David Schwartz, happy birthdays and 
happy anniversary. Rhoda and Chris Friedrichs, Glenda and 
Arthur Guttman
Faye and Cyril Leonoff, happy anniversary. Shirley Brown, JHS 
Board of Directors, Tobi and Harold Lenett
Susan Lipsett, happy birthday. Bill Gruenthal
Sheila Smith, happy birthday. Noemi and Bill Gruenthal
SallySally Tobe, happy birthday. Irene and Mort Dodek, Ronnie 
Tessler
 
Sympathy 
Leonor Etkin, in memory of Izzy Fraeme. Shirley Barnett, 
Noemi and Bill Gruenthal, JHS Board of Directors and staff
FFraeme Family, in memory of Izzy. Carole Fader and family, 
Bill Gruenthal
Jemima Stein, in memory of Gideon. Noemi and Bill Gruen-
thal
Howard Mickelson and Brian Mickelson, in memory of their 
father Morton, Rory Richards and Mark Weintraub
Rochelle Moss, in memory of Alvin. Noemi and Bill Gruenthal
Chuck Shnier, in memory of his wife, Elaine. Diane and Gary 
Averbach
Phil Yacht, in memory of his brother, Milton. Noemi and Bill 
Gruenthal

Speedy Recovery
Shirley Goldstein. Noemi and Bill Gruenthal
Joe Segal. JHS Board of Directors

Thinking of Thinking of you
Eve Sonner. Bill Gruenthal

Donations
ByByron Acemen and family, anonymous, Abe Arnold, Gary 
Averbach, Elliot Belkin, Leslie and Gordon Diamond, 
Judy and Arthur Dodek, Mannie Druker, Joanne 
Emerman, Shirley and Herb Fitterman, Marlene and 
Norman Franks, Dana and Robert Golden, Mitchell 
Gropper, Bill Gruenthal, Ruth Levin, Bev Libin, Carole 
and Lucien Lieberman, Marilyn and Robert Krell, Phyllis 
andand Michael Moscovich, Arnold Nemetz, Lola and Norm 
Pawer, Eleanor and Harley Rothstein, Arlene Roti, Yosef 
Wosk, Zlotnik Financial Group

New Members
Joel Barnett

Thank You to Solly’s Bagelry for the donation of a gift 
certificate in support of Family Programming.



From May to August 2010, 
Joshua Dedora worked as a 
Museum Intern for the Jewish 
Museum & Archives of BC. 
With the support of Young 
Canada Works (YCW), Joshua 
was instrumental in the re-
seasearch and development of 
the upcoming exhibit In 
Search of the Jewish Royal 
City.

A Joyful Harvest Exhibit:
Thursday, August 5, 2010 in the Sidney & Gertrude Zack Gallery

Walking Tours:
Top: Historic Walking Tour of Jewish Victoria
Bottom: Volunteer Janice Masur leading a Historic Walking 
Tour of Jewish Strathcona & Gastown

Photos by Ron Long, Sharon Fitch and Molly Winston
Joshua Dedora

RECENT EVENTS
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If we live in a global village, what are the rules that guide us, or ought to guide us, and where do they 
come from?  When cultures clash what strategy informs us about what’s golden, when, and for whom?  
The cafe will discuss some of these ethical challenges and how to come to terms with them.

Dr. Richard Berwick (EdD) has been teaching English as a Foreign language in British Columbia and 
Japan since 1980. His research interests include how multicultural/multilingual groups acquire per-
ceptions of others through discourse and the role of affect and reactivity in acculturation of interna-
tional student sojourners.

•Topic: Ethics Across Cultures and The Golden Rule:  Is This Really The Right Stuff?
Guest moderator: Rick Berwick
Wednesday, November 17, 2010 |  7:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Time has an impact on everything, but the way it changes the value and meaning of photographs is 
riddled with inversions. A snapshot of Shakespeare would be a huge monument, if it existed, and 
today’s throwaway picture will, similarly, be valuable in several hundred years, if it survives.  Today’s 
monuments, conversely, will have deteriorated, and be known to future generations only through docu-
mentary evidence.  What does this situation have to say about the pictures we take today and how 
their meaning changes over time?

Bill Jeffries is currently the Director of the SFU Art Gallery. His involvement with photography goes back 
several decades, first as an artist in the 1977 to 1983 period & then as owner of the Coburg Gallery, 
from 1983 to 1987, at the time the main space for photography exhibitions in Vancouver. He was  
Director/Curator at Presentation House Gallery from 2001 to 2005.

• Topic: Can Documents Become Monuments? Snapshots in the Digital Age
Guest moderator: Bill Jeffries, SFU
Wednesday, October 13, 2010 | 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm

When we invented fire, people moaned that we'd forget the art of making salads. When we invented 
the wheel, people moaned that we'd forget how to walk. And when we invented the internet, people 
moaned that we'd forget how to think. History teaches us that each invention comes with a price. The 
invention of the gun came with a terrible cost to humanity. Has the Internet had a large and similar 
effect? How can we harness this incredible tool and how can we use history to avoid the costly 
mistakes of the past?

PPeter Valbonesi is currently an IT consultant for the University of British Columbia. With over 30 years 
of experience in this field he has seen vast changes in the realm of technology.

• Topic: Is the Internet making us stupid?
Guest moderator: Peter Valbonesi
Wednesday, December 15, 2010 | 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Philosophers’ Cafés:

Philosophers’ Café is a series of gatherings featuring high level public conversation. No philosophical training or 
expertise is required. The Philosophers’ Café promotes open, meaningful dialogue on the discussion topic, 
enabling participants to share their own ideas and to broaden their perspective by considering the views of 
others. Presented in partnership with Simon Fraser University Department of Continuing Studies. 

Admission: $5.00/person at the door
In the Snider In the Snider Adult Lounge, Jewish Community Centre of Greater Vancouver, 1st floor

FALL PROGRAMS
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Len was born and raised in Vancouver, B.C. and is a graduate 
in political science from the University of British Columbia. Len 
is currently living in Ontario and is the CEO of the United Way of 
Burlington and Greater Hamilton. Len has been employed in 
the voluntary sector for over 31 years – 16 years with the 
Canadian Red Cross Society Blood Program and the last 15 
years with the United Way. Len joined the United Way in 1995 
asas the Executive Director of the United Way of the Central & 
South Okanagan Similkameen and moved to Peterborough, 
Ontario in 1999 to become the CEO of the United Way of Peter-
borough & District.  After a 10 ½ year career in Peterborough he 
has moved on to become the CEO of the United Way of Burling-
ton & Greater Hamilton – Canada’s 12th largest United Way.  

I would like to thank Cynthia Ramsay for making this discovery, 
and Len Lifchus for allowing us to print this story, and providing 
us with a current photograph and his biography.
       

Len Lifchus, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Maurice Lifchus, at age 2 1/2. Lennie 
was the mascot for the B'nai B'rith Little 
League baseball team. 

TheThe photo was taken by the Jewish 
Western Bulletin photographer, Josepho 
Studio and featured in the May 7, 1953, 
issue. 
    

Portrait of Len Lifchus, 
2009.

Mystery Photograph Solved!

ThanksThanks to the accidental sleuthing of Jewish Independent Pub-
lisher Cynthia Ramsay, the mystery of the little boy wearing the 
B’nai B’rith baseball uniform has been solved.  This unidenti-
fied photograph has always been a favourite, but until now we 
have been unsuccessful in identifying it.  We even put this pho-
tograph in the December 2008/February 2009 issue of the 
Chronicle in hopes someone could identify the boy, but to no 
avail. 

A couple of months ago, in preparation for the Jewish 
Independent’s upcoming 80th anniversary edition, Cynthia 
Ramsay just happened to be flipping through the May 1953 
Jewish Western Bulletin and she stumbled upon this photo – 
and it had a full caption:

ARCHIVES

Archives Move:

AAfter 8 months of work, planning and preparation on 
Sunday May 2 a successful move of the archives 
storage took place.  In total the move took exactly 12 
hours. The month of May was spent unpacking material, 
setting up a reading room, desks and an office.  We are 
now completely moved out of the old storage location, 
and the new space is fully functional.  

DuringDuring the summer and fall months, I will be organizing 
the archival material and completing an up-to-date 
inventory, and then in the winter will begin the task of 
processing the archival backlog and making the 
material searchable and accessible to researchers. 

TheThe new storage space is 3000 square feet, more than 
double in size, and is a cool and stable environment.  
Brand new baked enamel shelving was purchased from 
E-Z Rect Manufacturing. This new archives shelving 
does not off-gas toxic chemicals that are damaging to 
archives. Our old metal rolling shelving has found a new 
home at the Whistler Museum and Archives who are 
vevery grateful to have more archival shelving.  

I would like to thank the Snider Foundation, Sheila 
Nemetz and the Alvin Nemetz Foundation, Arnold 
Nemetz and William Nemetz Investments, and Dayhu 
Investments for their support in the archives move. I 
would also like to thank Shirley Barnett, Joel Barnett, 
Shael Smith, Lani Levine and Bill Gruenthal for their 
help in organizing the move.

THE SCRIBE

JustJust a reminder that we are always looking for 
papers and book reviewers for the Scribe. Sub-
missions should pertain to some aspect of 
Jewish life in British Columbia and Western 
Canada. Comparisons between British Columbia 
and other communities will also be considered.

Proposals should be sent to the Editor at 
scribe.editor@gmail.com.

Upcoming Lectures:

• Book Lecture: I Have a Story to Tell You
Presented by Seemah C. Berson
Wednesday, September 15, 2010 | 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm
Free admission
Jewish Museum & Archives of BC
  
II Have a Story to Tell You is about Eastern European Jewish 
immigrants living in Montreal, Toronto, and Winnipeg in the 
early twentieth century. The stories encompass their travels 
and travails on leaving home and their struggles in the sweat-
shops and factories of the garment industry in Canada. Hear 
from editor Seemah C. Berson about the remarkable people 
and stories uncovered while researching the book. The book 
will be will be available for purchase at the lecture for $25.00 each.
 

Seemah C. Berson was born and raised 
in Calcutta, India. After travelling exten-
sively, she arrived in Vancouver, B.C., in 
1954. She received her B.A. (1975) and 
M.A. (1980) from the University of 
British Columbia. She is co-editor with 
Henry M. Rosenthal of The Canadian 
JJewish Outlook Anthology (1988), and 
was a contributor to and long-time 
member of Outlook magazine's collec-
tive. She is a published children's 
author and a sometime artist in soap-
stone, stick-making, and painting.

Leslie Paris is Associate Professor of 
History at the University of British 
Columbia.  She is the author of 
Children’s Nature: The Rise of the 
American Summer Camp (2008) and 
co-editor of several other books in 
American children’s history, including 
TheThe Girls’ History and Culture Reader 
(forthcoming in 2011).

Rabbi Irvin Ungar and 
The Szyk Haggadah

• Home Away from Home Exhibit Closing Lecture: 
"Summer without camp isn't summer:  American Jews and the 
Early-Twentieth-Century Summer Camp Movement.”
Presented by Dr. Leslie Paris, introduction by Michael Schwartz
Wednesday, October 6, 2010 | 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm
Free Admission
JJewish Museum & Archives of BC

• On Arthur Szyk and The Szyk Haggadah
Presented by Rabbi Irvin Ungar
Sunday, October 17, 2010 | 2:00 pm to 3:30 pm
Free Admission
Jewish Museum & Archives of BC

““We Jews have been telling the story of Passover through the 
Haggadah for almost a millennium, but never has it been as 
stirringly visualized as by Arthur Szyk, and certainly never as 
beautifully printed and produced as in this majestic edition.” 
– Art Spiegelman, Pulitzer Prize-winning author and creator 
of Maus

ThisThis presentation lays the groundwork for appreciation 
of the artist-activist Arthur Szyk (1894-1951) by evalu-
ating his masterwork, his illuminated Passover 
Haggadah. Drawn and first published during the rise of 
Hitler, The Szyk Haggadah is a triumphant work of 
courage and hope, its style and themes remarkably 
prescient and enduringly relevant. A Polish Jew keenly 
aaware of current events, Arthur Szyk fused his two 
passions—art and history—into a visual commentary on 
the dangerous parallel between the Exodus narrative of 
Egyptian oppression and alarming developments 
unfolding in Nazi Germany. Copies of the new edition of 
The Szyk Haggadah will be on display.

Irvin Ungar is the CEO of the noted firm of antiquarian 
booksellers HISTORICANA, which he founded in 1987. A 
former pulpit rabbi (serving communities in Forest Hills, 
NY, and Burlingame, CA), Irvin has become the tireless 
force behind the revival of the artist Arthur Szyk, and 
his expertise on Szyk is internationally recognized. He 
has lectured and consulted worldwide on the Szyk 
oeuvreoeuvre at institutions such as: The Library of Congress; 
The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 
Washington, DC; The Hebrew University of Jerusalem; 
and The Jewish Historical Institute in Warsaw. 

FALL PROGRAMS
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• Workshop: Digitizing your family photographs 
Sunday, November 28, 2010 | 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm
Jewish Museum & Archives of BC
Fee: $25 per person, JHSBC member receive 10% off
Presented by Jennifer Yuhasz, MAS Archivist

HHave you ever though how great it would be to convert 
those old photographs to digital in order to share with 
family members? What about preserving those photo-
graphs that are already digital? What about old audio 
cassettes, or video? Here is your chance to learn from a 
professional archivist how to create digital copies of 
your family photographs and how to save those digital 
phphotographs for future generations. 

Seating is limited, registration is required. To register for 
the event, contact Jennifer Yuhasz, at (604)638-7286 
or email archives@jewishmuseum.ca.  

Archives Workshops:

• Workshop: Caring for your family photographs 
Sunday, September 26, 2010 | 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm
Jewish Museum & Archives of BC
Fee: $25 per person, JHSBC members receive 10% off
Presented by Jennifer Yuhasz, MAS Archivist
      
HHave you ever wondered what to do with all those old family 
photographs that are stored in drawers, shoe boxes, falling 
apart photo albums? Did you know that putting photographs 
into albums can actually do more damage than good? Here is 
your chance to discover and learn from a professional archi-
vist how to save your family photos for future generations. 
Bring your photos and negatives to the museum and join us 
ffor a hands-on session. 

Seating is limited, registration is required. To register for the 
event, contact Jennifer Yuhasz, at (604)638-7286 or email 
archives@jewishmuseum.ca.

• Oral History Interviewer Training Workshop
Sunday, October 24, 2010 | 10:00 am to 4:00 pm
Jewish Museum & Archives of BC
Fee: $80.00 per person
Presented by Jennifer Yuhasz, MAS Archivist and Irene Dodek

WhWhether you are a novice oral history interviewer, interested in 
creating your own oral history program, or just seeking a 
refresher, this hands-on workshop will introduce participants 
to the practice of interviewing for historical purposes as well 
as using digital tools for recording oral history interviews. The 
workshop will cover a range of topics including: the differ-
ences between oral history and oral testimony, understanding 
thethe role of the interviewer, preparing for an oral history inter-
view, dealing with difficult topics in an interview, understand-
ing different interviewing methodologies, and developing 
different interviewing skills and techniques. 

Participants will receive hands on experience with the JMABC 
Marantz PMD 660 Solid State Digital Recorders and practice 
interviewing during the workshop. 

Irene Dodek is experienced in interviewing Holocaust Survi-
vors for the Shoah Foundation and has been interviewing 
Jewish Community members for the Jewish Historical Society 
of British Columbia since 1970. Jennifer Yuhasz is the Archi-
vist of the Nemetz Jewish Community Archives at the Jewish 
Museum & Archives of BC. 

Seating is limited, registration is required. 
To register for the event, contact Jennifer Yuhasz, at 
(604)638-7286 or email archives@jewishmuseum.ca. 

FALL PROGRAMS

Maurice [Morris] Wosk being interviewed, [1970]. Jewish 
Museum & Archives of BC; L.15655

Recent Acquisitions

AnAn exciting recent acquisition is a wealth of material 
donated by Marjorie Groberman. The vast majority of the 
material is from her work over the years with the Hadassah 
bazaar, including hundreds of 35mm slides of the bazaar 
from the 1950s.  The most recent items in the donation are 
from when Marjorie won the British Columbia Community 
Achievement award in April 2010.

InIn these last few months we have received so many acquisi-
tions that there are too many to name. I would like to thank 
all of our donors for their continued support and interest in 
the Nemetz Jewish Community Archives. I would like to 
mention two interesting audio-visual donations: a DVD of 
“Muni Evers: the lasting legacy” from John Romein, Techno 
Monkey Media; and VHS and Beta tapes of the TV show 
LL’Chaim from Dorothy Grad.

Oral History Program
Recent interviews include Marvin Weintraub interviewed by 
Betty Nitkin, Lee Simpson interviewed by Irene Dodek,  
Barbara Weiser and Gertrude Zivot interviewed by Andrea 
Krombein, and Earl Lesk interviewed by Joshua Dedora. 

The next Oral History Interviewer Training Workshop will be 
held on Sunday October 24, 2010 from 10:00 am to 4:00 
pm; $80 per person.

Participants at the First ACJAM (Association of Canadian 
Jewish Archives and Museums) Mini-conference, 
Montreal, June 2, 2010. Top row, left-right: Jennifer 
Yuhasz, JHSBC, Vancouver; Thelma Shapiro, YM-YWHA 
Montreal; Julie Guinard, Montreal Holocaust Memorial 
Centre; Ava Block-Super, JHCWC, Winnipeg; Agi Romer 
Segal, JHS of Southern Alberta, Calgary; Mariam Mintz, 
BoaBoard member, Spanish and Portuguese synagogue, 
Montreal; Dorion Liebgott, Beth Tzedec Reuben and 
Helene Dennis Museum, Toronto; Laurie Dougherty, 
Ottawa Jewish Archives, Ottawa; Elaine Hershenfeld, 
Museum committee co-chair, Shaar Hashomayim Congre-
gation Montreal; Erica Fagen, YM-YWHA, Montreal; 
Deanna Mendelson, Museum committee co-chair, Shaar 
Hashomayim Congregation, Montreal and Aviva Babins, 
Baycrest Centre, Toronto. Bottom, l-r: Janice Rosen, 
Canadian Jewish Congress CC National Archives, Montreal 
and Shannon Hodge, Jewish Public Library Archives, 
Montreal (co-organizers). Missing from photo: Shiri Alon 
(and Julia Betts,) Montreal Jewish General Hospital Library 
Archives.

ACJS and ACJAM Conference

AArchivist Jennifer Yuhasz participated in a special session, 
the first ever Canadian Jewish Archives Out Loud: Illus-
trated Readings from Historical Sources as part of this 
year’s Association of Canadian Jewish Studies (ACJS) Con-
ference in Montreal on June 1, 2010. Archivists from 
Jewish archives and museums from Montreal, Ottawa, 
Winnipeg, Calgary and Vancouver shared stories from 
their collections dealing with the themes “First Impres-
sions,” “Languages Old and New,” “Responding to those in 
Need” and “Cultural Exchanges.” 

This session was followed on June 2nd by the first national 
conference of the Association of Canadian Jewish Archives 
and Museums (ACJAM). Participants focused on the 
various aspects of digitization and its role in archives.    

SAVE THE DATE: 
JHSBC Annual General Meeting & 
40th Anniversary Celebration
Wednesday, November 24, 2010

7:30 pm to 9:30 pm
Jewish Museum & Archives of BC
Guest speaGuest speaker to be announced.
Information, contact (604)257-5199.

ARCHIVES
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• Workshop: Digitizing your family photographs 
Sunday, November 28, 2010 | 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm
Jewish Museum & Archives of BC
Fee: $25 per person, JHSBC member receive 10% off
Presented by Jennifer Yuhasz, MAS Archivist

HHave you ever though how great it would be to convert 
those old photographs to digital in order to share with 
family members? What about preserving those photo-
graphs that are already digital? What about old audio 
cassettes, or video? Here is your chance to learn from a 
professional archivist how to create digital copies of 
your family photographs and how to save those digital 
phphotographs for future generations. 

Seating is limited, registration is required. To register for 
the event, contact Jennifer Yuhasz, at (604)638-7286 
or email archives@jewishmuseum.ca.  

Archives Workshops:

• Workshop: Caring for your family photographs 
Sunday, September 26, 2010 | 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm
Jewish Museum & Archives of BC
Fee: $25 per person, JHSBC members receive 10% off
Presented by Jennifer Yuhasz, MAS Archivist
      
HHave you ever wondered what to do with all those old family 
photographs that are stored in drawers, shoe boxes, falling 
apart photo albums? Did you know that putting photographs 
into albums can actually do more damage than good? Here is 
your chance to discover and learn from a professional archi-
vist how to save your family photos for future generations. 
Bring your photos and negatives to the museum and join us 
ffor a hands-on session. 

Seating is limited, registration is required. To register for the 
event, contact Jennifer Yuhasz, at (604)638-7286 or email 
archives@jewishmuseum.ca.

• Oral History Interviewer Training Workshop
Sunday, October 24, 2010 | 10:00 am to 4:00 pm
Jewish Museum & Archives of BC
Fee: $80.00 per person
Presented by Jennifer Yuhasz, MAS Archivist and Irene Dodek

WhWhether you are a novice oral history interviewer, interested in 
creating your own oral history program, or just seeking a 
refresher, this hands-on workshop will introduce participants 
to the practice of interviewing for historical purposes as well 
as using digital tools for recording oral history interviews. The 
workshop will cover a range of topics including: the differ-
ences between oral history and oral testimony, understanding 
thethe role of the interviewer, preparing for an oral history inter-
view, dealing with difficult topics in an interview, understand-
ing different interviewing methodologies, and developing 
different interviewing skills and techniques. 

Participants will receive hands on experience with the JMABC 
Marantz PMD 660 Solid State Digital Recorders and practice 
interviewing during the workshop. 

Irene Dodek is experienced in interviewing Holocaust Survi-
vors for the Shoah Foundation and has been interviewing 
Jewish Community members for the Jewish Historical Society 
of British Columbia since 1970. Jennifer Yuhasz is the Archi-
vist of the Nemetz Jewish Community Archives at the Jewish 
Museum & Archives of BC. 

Seating is limited, registration is required. 
To register for the event, contact Jennifer Yuhasz, at 
(604)638-7286 or email archives@jewishmuseum.ca. 
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Maurice [Morris] Wosk being interviewed, [1970]. Jewish 
Museum & Archives of BC; L.15655

Recent Acquisitions

AnAn exciting recent acquisition is a wealth of material 
donated by Marjorie Groberman. The vast majority of the 
material is from her work over the years with the Hadassah 
bazaar, including hundreds of 35mm slides of the bazaar 
from the 1950s.  The most recent items in the donation are 
from when Marjorie won the British Columbia Community 
Achievement award in April 2010.

InIn these last few months we have received so many acquisi-
tions that there are too many to name. I would like to thank 
all of our donors for their continued support and interest in 
the Nemetz Jewish Community Archives. I would like to 
mention two interesting audio-visual donations: a DVD of 
“Muni Evers: the lasting legacy” from John Romein, Techno 
Monkey Media; and VHS and Beta tapes of the TV show 
LL’Chaim from Dorothy Grad.

Oral History Program
Recent interviews include Marvin Weintraub interviewed by 
Betty Nitkin, Lee Simpson interviewed by Irene Dodek,  
Barbara Weiser and Gertrude Zivot interviewed by Andrea 
Krombein, and Earl Lesk interviewed by Joshua Dedora. 

The next Oral History Interviewer Training Workshop will be 
held on Sunday October 24, 2010 from 10:00 am to 4:00 
pm; $80 per person.

Participants at the First ACJAM (Association of Canadian 
Jewish Archives and Museums) Mini-conference, 
Montreal, June 2, 2010. Top row, left-right: Jennifer 
Yuhasz, JHSBC, Vancouver; Thelma Shapiro, YM-YWHA 
Montreal; Julie Guinard, Montreal Holocaust Memorial 
Centre; Ava Block-Super, JHCWC, Winnipeg; Agi Romer 
Segal, JHS of Southern Alberta, Calgary; Mariam Mintz, 
BoaBoard member, Spanish and Portuguese synagogue, 
Montreal; Dorion Liebgott, Beth Tzedec Reuben and 
Helene Dennis Museum, Toronto; Laurie Dougherty, 
Ottawa Jewish Archives, Ottawa; Elaine Hershenfeld, 
Museum committee co-chair, Shaar Hashomayim Congre-
gation Montreal; Erica Fagen, YM-YWHA, Montreal; 
Deanna Mendelson, Museum committee co-chair, Shaar 
Hashomayim Congregation, Montreal and Aviva Babins, 
Baycrest Centre, Toronto. Bottom, l-r: Janice Rosen, 
Canadian Jewish Congress CC National Archives, Montreal 
and Shannon Hodge, Jewish Public Library Archives, 
Montreal (co-organizers). Missing from photo: Shiri Alon 
(and Julia Betts,) Montreal Jewish General Hospital Library 
Archives.

ACJS and ACJAM Conference

AArchivist Jennifer Yuhasz participated in a special session, 
the first ever Canadian Jewish Archives Out Loud: Illus-
trated Readings from Historical Sources as part of this 
year’s Association of Canadian Jewish Studies (ACJS) Con-
ference in Montreal on June 1, 2010. Archivists from 
Jewish archives and museums from Montreal, Ottawa, 
Winnipeg, Calgary and Vancouver shared stories from 
their collections dealing with the themes “First Impres-
sions,” “Languages Old and New,” “Responding to those in 
Need” and “Cultural Exchanges.” 

This session was followed on June 2nd by the first national 
conference of the Association of Canadian Jewish Archives 
and Museums (ACJAM). Participants focused on the 
various aspects of digitization and its role in archives.    

SAVE THE DATE: 
JHSBC Annual General Meeting & 
40th Anniversary Celebration
Wednesday, November 24, 2010

7:30 pm to 9:30 pm
Jewish Museum & Archives of BC
Guest speaGuest speaker to be announced.
Information, contact (604)257-5199.
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Len was born and raised in Vancouver, B.C. and is a graduate 
in political science from the University of British Columbia. Len 
is currently living in Ontario and is the CEO of the United Way of 
Burlington and Greater Hamilton. Len has been employed in 
the voluntary sector for over 31 years – 16 years with the 
Canadian Red Cross Society Blood Program and the last 15 
years with the United Way. Len joined the United Way in 1995 
asas the Executive Director of the United Way of the Central & 
South Okanagan Similkameen and moved to Peterborough, 
Ontario in 1999 to become the CEO of the United Way of Peter-
borough & District.  After a 10 ½ year career in Peterborough he 
has moved on to become the CEO of the United Way of Burling-
ton & Greater Hamilton – Canada’s 12th largest United Way.  

I would like to thank Cynthia Ramsay for making this discovery, 
and Len Lifchus for allowing us to print this story, and providing 
us with a current photograph and his biography.
       

Len Lifchus, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Maurice Lifchus, at age 2 1/2. Lennie 
was the mascot for the B'nai B'rith Little 
League baseball team. 

TheThe photo was taken by the Jewish 
Western Bulletin photographer, Josepho 
Studio and featured in the May 7, 1953, 
issue. 
    

Portrait of Len Lifchus, 
2009.

Mystery Photograph Solved!

ThanksThanks to the accidental sleuthing of Jewish Independent Pub-
lisher Cynthia Ramsay, the mystery of the little boy wearing the 
B’nai B’rith baseball uniform has been solved.  This unidenti-
fied photograph has always been a favourite, but until now we 
have been unsuccessful in identifying it.  We even put this pho-
tograph in the December 2008/February 2009 issue of the 
Chronicle in hopes someone could identify the boy, but to no 
avail. 

A couple of months ago, in preparation for the Jewish 
Independent’s upcoming 80th anniversary edition, Cynthia 
Ramsay just happened to be flipping through the May 1953 
Jewish Western Bulletin and she stumbled upon this photo – 
and it had a full caption:

ARCHIVES

Archives Move:

AAfter 8 months of work, planning and preparation on 
Sunday May 2 a successful move of the archives 
storage took place.  In total the move took exactly 12 
hours. The month of May was spent unpacking material, 
setting up a reading room, desks and an office.  We are 
now completely moved out of the old storage location, 
and the new space is fully functional.  

DuringDuring the summer and fall months, I will be organizing 
the archival material and completing an up-to-date 
inventory, and then in the winter will begin the task of 
processing the archival backlog and making the 
material searchable and accessible to researchers. 

TheThe new storage space is 3000 square feet, more than 
double in size, and is a cool and stable environment.  
Brand new baked enamel shelving was purchased from 
E-Z Rect Manufacturing. This new archives shelving 
does not off-gas toxic chemicals that are damaging to 
archives. Our old metal rolling shelving has found a new 
home at the Whistler Museum and Archives who are 
vevery grateful to have more archival shelving.  

I would like to thank the Snider Foundation, Sheila 
Nemetz and the Alvin Nemetz Foundation, Arnold 
Nemetz and William Nemetz Investments, and Dayhu 
Investments for their support in the archives move. I 
would also like to thank Shirley Barnett, Joel Barnett, 
Shael Smith, Lani Levine and Bill Gruenthal for their 
help in organizing the move.

THE SCRIBE

JustJust a reminder that we are always looking for 
papers and book reviewers for the Scribe. Sub-
missions should pertain to some aspect of 
Jewish life in British Columbia and Western 
Canada. Comparisons between British Columbia 
and other communities will also be considered.

Proposals should be sent to the Editor at 
scribe.editor@gmail.com.

Upcoming Lectures:

• Book Lecture: I Have a Story to Tell You
Presented by Seemah C. Berson
Wednesday, September 15, 2010 | 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm
Free admission
Jewish Museum & Archives of BC
  
II Have a Story to Tell You is about Eastern European Jewish 
immigrants living in Montreal, Toronto, and Winnipeg in the 
early twentieth century. The stories encompass their travels 
and travails on leaving home and their struggles in the sweat-
shops and factories of the garment industry in Canada. Hear 
from editor Seemah C. Berson about the remarkable people 
and stories uncovered while researching the book. The book 
will be will be available for purchase at the lecture for $25.00 each.
 

Seemah C. Berson was born and raised 
in Calcutta, India. After travelling exten-
sively, she arrived in Vancouver, B.C., in 
1954. She received her B.A. (1975) and 
M.A. (1980) from the University of 
British Columbia. She is co-editor with 
Henry M. Rosenthal of The Canadian 
JJewish Outlook Anthology (1988), and 
was a contributor to and long-time 
member of Outlook magazine's collec-
tive. She is a published children's 
author and a sometime artist in soap-
stone, stick-making, and painting.

Leslie Paris is Associate Professor of 
History at the University of British 
Columbia.  She is the author of 
Children’s Nature: The Rise of the 
American Summer Camp (2008) and 
co-editor of several other books in 
American children’s history, including 
TheThe Girls’ History and Culture Reader 
(forthcoming in 2011).

Rabbi Irvin Ungar and 
The Szyk Haggadah

• Home Away from Home Exhibit Closing Lecture: 
"Summer without camp isn't summer:  American Jews and the 
Early-Twentieth-Century Summer Camp Movement.”
Presented by Dr. Leslie Paris, introduction by Michael Schwartz
Wednesday, October 6, 2010 | 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm
Free Admission
JJewish Museum & Archives of BC

• On Arthur Szyk and The Szyk Haggadah
Presented by Rabbi Irvin Ungar
Sunday, October 17, 2010 | 2:00 pm to 3:30 pm
Free Admission
Jewish Museum & Archives of BC

““We Jews have been telling the story of Passover through the 
Haggadah for almost a millennium, but never has it been as 
stirringly visualized as by Arthur Szyk, and certainly never as 
beautifully printed and produced as in this majestic edition.” 
– Art Spiegelman, Pulitzer Prize-winning author and creator 
of Maus

ThisThis presentation lays the groundwork for appreciation 
of the artist-activist Arthur Szyk (1894-1951) by evalu-
ating his masterwork, his illuminated Passover 
Haggadah. Drawn and first published during the rise of 
Hitler, The Szyk Haggadah is a triumphant work of 
courage and hope, its style and themes remarkably 
prescient and enduringly relevant. A Polish Jew keenly 
aaware of current events, Arthur Szyk fused his two 
passions—art and history—into a visual commentary on 
the dangerous parallel between the Exodus narrative of 
Egyptian oppression and alarming developments 
unfolding in Nazi Germany. Copies of the new edition of 
The Szyk Haggadah will be on display.

Irvin Ungar is the CEO of the noted firm of antiquarian 
booksellers HISTORICANA, which he founded in 1987. A 
former pulpit rabbi (serving communities in Forest Hills, 
NY, and Burlingame, CA), Irvin has become the tireless 
force behind the revival of the artist Arthur Szyk, and 
his expertise on Szyk is internationally recognized. He 
has lectured and consulted worldwide on the Szyk 
oeuvreoeuvre at institutions such as: The Library of Congress; 
The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 
Washington, DC; The Hebrew University of Jerusalem; 
and The Jewish Historical Institute in Warsaw. 

FALL PROGRAMS



From May to August 2010, 
Joshua Dedora worked as a 
Museum Intern for the Jewish 
Museum & Archives of BC. 
With the support of Young 
Canada Works (YCW), Joshua 
was instrumental in the re-
seasearch and development of 
the upcoming exhibit In 
Search of the Jewish Royal 
City.

A Joyful Harvest Exhibit:
Thursday, August 5, 2010 in the Sidney & Gertrude Zack Gallery

Walking Tours:
Top: Historic Walking Tour of Jewish Victoria
Bottom: Volunteer Janice Masur leading a Historic Walking 
Tour of Jewish Strathcona & Gastown

Photos by Ron Long, Sharon Fitch and Molly Winston
Joshua Dedora

RECENT EVENTS
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If we live in a global village, what are the rules that guide us, or ought to guide us, and where do they 
come from?  When cultures clash what strategy informs us about what’s golden, when, and for whom?  
The cafe will discuss some of these ethical challenges and how to come to terms with them.

Dr. Richard Berwick (EdD) has been teaching English as a Foreign language in British Columbia and 
Japan since 1980. His research interests include how multicultural/multilingual groups acquire per-
ceptions of others through discourse and the role of affect and reactivity in acculturation of interna-
tional student sojourners.

•Topic: Ethics Across Cultures and The Golden Rule:  Is This Really The Right Stuff?
Guest moderator: Rick Berwick
Wednesday, November 17, 2010 |  7:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Time has an impact on everything, but the way it changes the value and meaning of photographs is 
riddled with inversions. A snapshot of Shakespeare would be a huge monument, if it existed, and 
today’s throwaway picture will, similarly, be valuable in several hundred years, if it survives.  Today’s 
monuments, conversely, will have deteriorated, and be known to future generations only through docu-
mentary evidence.  What does this situation have to say about the pictures we take today and how 
their meaning changes over time?

Bill Jeffries is currently the Director of the SFU Art Gallery. His involvement with photography goes back 
several decades, first as an artist in the 1977 to 1983 period & then as owner of the Coburg Gallery, 
from 1983 to 1987, at the time the main space for photography exhibitions in Vancouver. He was  
Director/Curator at Presentation House Gallery from 2001 to 2005.

• Topic: Can Documents Become Monuments? Snapshots in the Digital Age
Guest moderator: Bill Jeffries, SFU
Wednesday, October 13, 2010 | 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm

When we invented fire, people moaned that we'd forget the art of making salads. When we invented 
the wheel, people moaned that we'd forget how to walk. And when we invented the internet, people 
moaned that we'd forget how to think. History teaches us that each invention comes with a price. The 
invention of the gun came with a terrible cost to humanity. Has the Internet had a large and similar 
effect? How can we harness this incredible tool and how can we use history to avoid the costly 
mistakes of the past?

PPeter Valbonesi is currently an IT consultant for the University of British Columbia. With over 30 years 
of experience in this field he has seen vast changes in the realm of technology.

• Topic: Is the Internet making us stupid?
Guest moderator: Peter Valbonesi
Wednesday, December 15, 2010 | 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Philosophers’ Cafés:

Philosophers’ Café is a series of gatherings featuring high level public conversation. No philosophical training or 
expertise is required. The Philosophers’ Café promotes open, meaningful dialogue on the discussion topic, 
enabling participants to share their own ideas and to broaden their perspective by considering the views of 
others. Presented in partnership with Simon Fraser University Department of Continuing Studies. 

Admission: $5.00/person at the door
In the Snider In the Snider Adult Lounge, Jewish Community Centre of Greater Vancouver, 1st floor

FALL PROGRAMS
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Executive Director’s Report, Laura Moodie
WWriting this last issue of 2010 in the middle of an August 
heat wave, I would like to say thank you to those of you who 
renewed your memberships this past year and say a 
special hello to new members especially those who were 
prompted to join the museum in locations outside Vancou-
ver.   

As we prepare for a new year and plan activities at the 
museum itself for the coming year, we are also working on 
ways to bring the museum story to those in other parts of 
the province without easy access to Vancouver.  In the last 
year, we provided Victoria’s Emanu-El Synagogue with a 
photographic exhibit which was supplemented by local arti-
facts and shared with the local community. One traveling 
eexhibit, (Vancouver: Bridging Its History) didn’t travel far but 
reached thousands of visitors at the Teck Gallery at Simon 
Fraser University’s downtown Vancouver campus. We hope 
to have more exhibits that can travel throughout the 
province in coming years.

Home Away From Home, an exhibit about Jewish camps will 
be offered until early October and followed by an exhibit on 
the Jewish population of New Westminster.  For the month 
of August, we hosted an exhibit from the Jewish Historical 
Society of Southern Alberta, A Joyful Harvest which cel-
ebrated 100 years of Jewish history.

Last year we offered a series of Philosopher’s Cafés with 
subjects as wide-ranging as Tattoos to the Torah.  The 
Cafés bring a number of Jewish and non-Jewish people 
together once a month to discuss subjects of interest in a 
casual and friendly atmosphere. All are welcome and a $5 
donation is suggested. 

OurOur website underwent a number of changes in the last 
year under the leadership of Lloyd Baron and Steve Burton 
supplemented by many hours from staff.  Molly Winston, 
our Education Coordinator is also now our Webmistress. 
We now can offer more current event information, audio 
clips from our Oral History Collection, browse photographs 
from the Nemetz Jewish Community Archives and explore 
educationaleducational games. The website is accessible to anyone 
anywhere in the world.  Registering for the site allows you to 
easily post comments, submit photographs or videos and 
share information with your friends and family. This last 
year was a pivotal period in the history of the Jewish 
Museum and Archives during which we saw unparalleled 
new work being completed by both staff and volunteers 
alialike.  

Our walking tours of Jewish Strathcona and Gastown have 
now been offered for four years and are becoming more 
and more popular.  This year we also introduced walking 
tours of Jewish Victoria to a new and interested audience. A 
walking tour and guided bus tour were offered in New West-
minster in the business district. Our Education programs  
will introduce a number of firsts including an innovative 
pprogram that will be brought to the schools.          

WWe moved our archives to a building in Richmond and now 
have much more suitable space with room to expand.  We 
took every opportunity we could to collaborate and in each 
instance, it brought new people to the knowledge of the 
Jewish Museum and Archives of British Columbia. The 
biggest and most exciting change that happened in 2010, at 
least from my vantage point as Executive Director, was the 
emergenceemergence of a cultural entity much larger and much more 
inclusive than the physical buildings on 41st Avenue in Van-
couver or the wonderful new storage facility in Richmond.    

We also have learned that some essence of the Jewish 
Museum  and Archives lives in the hearts and minds of its 
friends, members, staff and volunteers and that talking to 
any one of these ambassadors we can be thankful with the 
knowledge that they will spread the word about our 
resources.  

ByBy establishing electronic portals and developing partner-
ships with enthusiastic like-minded organizations, we are 
enabling an increasingly generative virtual visitor experi-
ence. One day I would love to see realized the vision of the 
Museum and Archives truly serving the  entire province in a 
meaningful way.  We are working away quietly on plans to 
make that happen. In the meantime, there is much work to 
be done to get the word out, to raise the money we need to 
do what we do, to build an endowment and to engage the 
imaginations of all British Columbians, wherever they may 
be, to the idea of a sharing in the stewardship and celebra-
tion of a very important history.   

The amazing thing about 2010, which was a disastrous 
financial year for our donation dependent organization, was 
that we made it through.  Our conservative budgeting 
trimmed our costs and many of our supporters continued to 
help.  We didn’t finish the year in the black but we were well 
ahead of our grant projections.  We are really hoping that 
the generosity and good fortune of our members will follow 
usus into 2011 and we will be able to build a buffer for years 
to come. Equally important is that our list of supporters and 
members grows longer than each year. Pssst … keep 
spreading the word … you’re doing a great job!  

Our new archives storage

DIRECTOR’S REPORTTRIBUTES and DONATIONS

In Appreciation
Noemi and Bill Gruenthal. Sidney and Dan Shmilovitch
Rochelle Moss. Bill Gruenthal
Catherine Youngren. Tikvah Branch: National Council of 
Jewish Women

Mazel Tov
DianeDiane and Gary Averbach, birth of their granddaughter. JHS 
Board of Directors and staff, Noemi and Bill Gruenthal
Lisa and Michael Averbach, birth of their daughter. Noemi 
and Bill Gruenthal
Allie Diamond, graduation from McGill. Natalie Kohn Wein-
stein and family
Irene Dodek, happy birthday. Ronnie Tessler
Debby Freiman and David Schwartz, happy birthdays and 
happy anniversary. Rhoda and Chris Friedrichs, Glenda and 
Arthur Guttman
Faye and Cyril Leonoff, happy anniversary. Shirley Brown, JHS 
Board of Directors, Tobi and Harold Lenett
Susan Lipsett, happy birthday. Bill Gruenthal
Sheila Smith, happy birthday. Noemi and Bill Gruenthal
SallySally Tobe, happy birthday. Irene and Mort Dodek, Ronnie 
Tessler
 
Sympathy 
Leonor Etkin, in memory of Izzy Fraeme. Shirley Barnett, 
Noemi and Bill Gruenthal, JHS Board of Directors and staff
FFraeme Family, in memory of Izzy. Carole Fader and family, 
Bill Gruenthal
Jemima Stein, in memory of Gideon. Noemi and Bill Gruen-
thal
Howard Mickelson and Brian Mickelson, in memory of their 
father Morton, Rory Richards and Mark Weintraub
Rochelle Moss, in memory of Alvin. Noemi and Bill Gruenthal
Chuck Shnier, in memory of his wife, Elaine. Diane and Gary 
Averbach
Phil Yacht, in memory of his brother, Milton. Noemi and Bill 
Gruenthal

Speedy Recovery
Shirley Goldstein. Noemi and Bill Gruenthal
Joe Segal. JHS Board of Directors

Thinking of Thinking of you
Eve Sonner. Bill Gruenthal

Donations
ByByron Acemen and family, anonymous, Abe Arnold, Gary 
Averbach, Elliot Belkin, Leslie and Gordon Diamond, 
Judy and Arthur Dodek, Mannie Druker, Joanne 
Emerman, Shirley and Herb Fitterman, Marlene and 
Norman Franks, Dana and Robert Golden, Mitchell 
Gropper, Bill Gruenthal, Ruth Levin, Bev Libin, Carole 
and Lucien Lieberman, Marilyn and Robert Krell, Phyllis 
andand Michael Moscovich, Arnold Nemetz, Lola and Norm 
Pawer, Eleanor and Harley Rothstein, Arlene Roti, Yosef 
Wosk, Zlotnik Financial Group

New Members
Joel Barnett

Thank You to Solly’s Bagelry for the donation of a gift 
certificate in support of Family Programming.



Pioneer Women youngster, [1986]. Collection: Jewish Western Bulletin 
fonds; Jewish Museum & Archives of BC; L.13928

MYSTERY PHOTO
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Royal City Hadassah Chapter stand, New Westminster, BC. 1947. Source: Unknown


