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As I was preparing to write this, I learned that my mother’s oldest friend, 
Fanny Dodek (z”l), had recently passed away. Fanny lived for a remarkable 105 
years and 8 months and left a wonderful legacy of two thriving daughters with 
successful grandchildren and great grandchildren.  However, as with so many 
others, we wonder if we know everything about Fanny’s life? How much do all 
of us know about our own parents and grandparents? Do we sit down with 
them and ask them to tell us their history; who they were and what they did 
before we were born and even after that? As the years progress, I have come 
to know the importance of connecting with older family members who are still 
with us. I therefore entreat all of you who are reading this, before it’s too late:

Parents and Grandparents - Tell your children and grandchildren about 
your history.

Children - Ask your parents and grandparents about their past.

You will not be disappointed. There are fascinating stories contained in 
memories which are not only interesting but also significant for you and your 
descendant’s as well as the history of our community.

AND THAT IS WHO THE JMABC IS; an organization that is creating the future 
by learning more about where and who we come from.

2016 was a monumental year for the JMABC. Our archives grew substantially, 
making it necessary for us to double our digital storage space to eight 
terabytes. That’s about enough space to hold 400 feature-length films. Such 
is the vast wealth of our community history! 

This year we began work on two major collections: Temple Sholom and 
Canadian Jewish Congress – Pacific Region. CJC is our largest collection, 
originally filling 150 boxes. In her Archives Report on page 10, our archivist 
Alysa Routtenberg provides more information on the progress of these and 
other collections.

The immense historical value of our archives is made clear in our many online 
exhibits, our annual journal, The Scribe, and our public programs, including 
walking tours and our forthcoming podcast series, The Kitchen Stories. More 
information about this exciting new program can be found on page 5.

The 2017 edition of The Scribe will address Jewish burial practices here in BC 
and will debut at this year’s AGM in November. Stay tuned for further details. 

The past few months have brought honours to two members of the JMABC. 
In mid-September, long-time JMABC board member and past president Bill 
Gruenthal was recognized by the Jewish Seniors Alliance for his extraordinary 
volunteer contributions. As Chris Friedrichs said in his introduction, Bill’s 
contributions to the JMABC sometimes outpace the contributions made by 
some board presidents at other agencies.

January brought accolades for Michael Schwartz, our newly appointed 
Director of Community Engagement (previously our Coordinator of Programs 
and Development). The BC Museums Association selected Michael as a 
Changemaker in the field of museums and cultural institutions across BC. We 
the Board of the JMABC extend heartfelt congratulations to both Bill and 
Michael for their well-deserved honours. The JMABC is very lucky to have 
them contributing their time and talents to furthering our cause.

At our November AGM, we said goodbye from our Board 
of Directors to Barbara Pelman, Chris Friedrichs and 
Shirley Barnett. All three made great contributions to 
the JMABC over the years.

Barbara represented Vancouver Island for 2 years 
but, because of the difficulty she found in coming from 
Victoria to attend meetings, has decided to help us find 
someone new to replace her.

Chris was a Board member since November 2007, for a 
total of 9 years. He was co-president, co-vice president, 
secretary and secretary/treasurer of the Board as well 
as our regular liaison with our Archivist.

Shirley was a Board member for a total of 12 years. 
Shirley established the Jewish Historical Society of 
BC Endowment Fund at Vancouver Foundation, was 
instrumental in creating the Archives space in Richmond 
and was involved in the Exhibit “Creating Community”. 
All of this would be enough but we would be remiss if we 
did not mention her significant and leading role in the 
restoration of the Jewish section of the Mountain View 
Cemetery.

We’re very pleased to have these three empty seats 
filled by five highly accomplished members of our 
community: David Bogoch, Alan Farber, Alex Farber, 
Daniella Givon, and Carol Herbert. These five are 
profiled on page 9.

As you’ll see in the following pages, 2017 promises to be 
a very exciting year for the JMABC. We hope you’ll join 
us for a meal at The Chosen Food Supper Club, have a 
listen to The Kitchen Stories podcast, and join us for 
a walking tour or Archives tour. Let us know what you 
think! Volunteers are always needed for many engaging 
tasks. Contact the office at info@jewishmuseum.ca to 
find out more.

Perry Seidelman 
President
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MANTI, BÖREK, 
BAKLAVA: 
COOKING SHABBAT 
DINNER & FRESH 
CHALLAH

Guest Chef:  
Derya Akay with special 
contributions by Sara 
Ciacci, Leonor Etkin, Claire 
Hammer & Debbie Kafka
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The families that comprise the 
BC Jewish Community hail from 
all corners of the world. From 
Kiev to Capetown, Baghdad to 
Bangalore, Jewish families have 
taken circuitous and serpentine 
journeys to arrive here in BC. 
Along the way, they picked 
up mouthwatering culinary 
traditions for all occasions. 

This spring and summer, we’re 
celebrating this wealth of food 
traditions here at the JMABC. 
You’re not going to want to miss 
a bite as we learn the symbolism 
of why Aleppian families eat 
leeks, swiss chard and gourds 
for Rosh Hashanah; or how local 
chefs are lightening up the heavy 
dairy of Shavuot. 

Each event runs 5-8pm on a 
Sunday evening. You’ll get to 
enjoy a complete dinner while 
hearing firsthand stories from 
members of our community. 
You’ll also receive a set of 
recipes to try at home.

All meals are kosher-style, not 
kosher certified.

These evenings are filling up 
quickly, so book your spot today 
on our website: 

jewishmuseum.ca/program/the-
chosen-food

$40 per person per meal

EVENT SCHEDULE

ADDITIONAL EVENTS WILL BE 
SCHEDULED FOR JULY & AUGUST. 

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR EMAIL  
NEWSLETTER TO BE THE  

FIRST TO KNOW!

MY DARLING 
DUMPLING: 
TRADITIONAL 
JEWISH & CHINESE 
DUMPLINGS

DELIGHTS FROM 
THE JEWS OF 
RHODES

APRIL 2 APRIL 23 MAY 7

Guest Host:  
Carol Herbert

Guest Chef: 
Don Letendre

Guest Chefs:  
Kevin Huang & Special Guests

Presented in 
collaboration with:

Presented in 
collaboration with:

THE CHOSEN FOOD
JEWISH FEASTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD
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MENSCH.
Jewish Delicatessen

SERIES SPONSOR MEDIA SPONSOR IN-KIND SUPPORT

SHAVUOT 
ON KIBBUTZ: 
REINVENTING A 
HARVEST FESTIVAL

FROM CAPETOWN 
WITH LOVE:  
A SOUTH AFRICAN 
BARBECUE

PASTRAMI & RYE: 
AUTHENTIC 
NEW YORK DELI

ROSH HASHANAH  
IN ALEPPO:  
A SYRIAN  
JEWISH NEW YEAR

JUNE 4 JUNE 18 JULY 30 SEPTEMBER 17

Guest Chef:  
Debbie Tabenkin

Guest Chef: 
Don Letendre

Guest Chef:  
Lior Ben-Yehuda

Guest Chefs:  
Shelley Goldberg & Nadine Katz

Guest Chef: 
Don Letendre

Guest Chef:  
Nitzan Cohen of Mensch. 
Jewish Delicatessen

Presented in 
collaboration with:
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Can’t make it to The Chosen Food supper club? Fear 
not! We’re bringing the food stories to you. (We apologize 
for not actually bringing the food itself to you, but we 
haven’t figured out how to send it over the internet yet. 
Besides, we imagine that could get pretty messy).

When we talk about food, we often end up talking about 
so much more. Family traditions, patterns of migration, 
gender dynamics, our relationship to the land. More 
than just a source of nourishment, food is a means of 
communication.

For the past year, we’ve had dozens of conversations 
about food with many members of the Vancouver and 
Victoria Jewish communities. The stories these people 
have shared with us have been truly remarkable and 
we’re looking forward to sharing them with you. We hear 
what it was like to be a Jewish family living in distant 
places including Eritrea, Chile, and India. We hear about 
the pressures to fit in or stand out, and how food was 
often a means of doing both. 

We hear about the difficulty of maintaining family 
culinary traditions after migrating to a new country. 

We hear from community members developing new 
traditions or reviving long forgotten ones. A Jew by 
choice who is learning to cook Jewish cuisine while not 
wanting to forget her family’s food traditions. Families 
adopting new traditions to strengthen their relationship 
to the land.

Over this twelve-episode series, we’ll approach food 
from many different angles. We hope you’ll join us on this 
exciting journey.

“WHEN THE SOLDIERS 
CAME THEY WOULD TELL 
THE SERVANTS HOW TO 
COOK AMERICAN FOOD, 
AND THEY WERE VERY 
HAPPY TO OBLIGE. EVERY 
FRIDAY NIGHT THEY WERE 
WELCOME TO COME 
FOR PRAYERS AND THEY 
WOULD COME, ABOUT 
TWENTY OR THIRTY. 

WE HAD TWO OR THREE 
SERVANTS AND MY 
MOTHER WOULD COOK. 
AND THE SOLDIERS LIKED 
THE HASHUA, STUFFED 
CHICKEN SKIN. 

WE HAD NEVER TASTED 
CAKES OR ICE CREAMS. WE 
GAVE THEM FRESH FRUITS. 
YOU HAD HUNDREDS OF 
VARIETIES OF FRUITS. 
WHEN WE LEFT INDIA, 
NOBODY HAD A FILLING, 
BECAUSE NOBODY HAD 
TASTED CANDIES.”

HAZEL STEVENS

The Kitchen Stories will be available 
for download on the iTunes store, 
Google Play, Soundcloud, and at 
jewishmuseum.ca

The series will launch in mid April. 
Subscribe to the JMABC email 
newsletter to receive the link as 
soon as it goes live.
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As we near completion on the 2017 issue of our annual journal, The 
Scribe, work has already begun on the 2018 edition. This issue will 
recount the history of Jewish restaurateurs in our province’s history. 
If you or someone in your family worked in or owned a restaurant, we 
want to hear from you! Whether a deli, a pub, a steakhouse or food 
truck, we want to hear it all!

We are also looking for photos and documents to help tell this story. 
Maybe you have photos from lunches at The Pheasant or Oscar’s. 
Maybe you even have an old menu! If so, we’d love to see it.

Research is nearing completion for the 2017 issue of The Scribe,  
reporting on the history of Jewish burial practices in British Columbia. 
Articles will document the history of cemeteries around the province, 
as well as the recent process of restoring the 125 year old Mountain 
View Cemetery. 

This will be the eighth issue of The Scribe edited by the very talented 
Cynthia Ramsey since 2009. Once again we feel very fortunate to have 
her dedicating her time to this project.

Aiding Cynthia is our esteemed Publications Committee, comprised 
of Gary Averbach, Shirley Barnett, Debby Freiman, David Goldman, 
Perry Seidelman, Ronnie Tessler, and our archivist, Alysa Routtenberg.

The 2017 Scribe will launch at our Annual General Meeting in 
November. Stay tuned for further details.

A roadside diner visiter by Dr. Irving and 
Phyliss Snider, Nova Scotia, circa 1981. 

(L.20901)

Dining 
Out

May Their 
Memory 
Be For A 
Blessing

THE SCRIBE 2018: 
RESTAURATEURS

THE SCRIBE 2017:  
JEWISH BURIAL PRACTICES
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Contrary to what Hobbes would have 
us believe, recent scientific studies have 
demonstrated that being generous 
makes you happy. It’s not just that you 
feel accomplished in the moment after 
volunteering time or making a donation 
to a non-profit, but rather that sustained 
involvement in these ways raises your 
general level of happiness.

If the science is correct, then there must 
be a lot of happy people in our community, 
because you have all been very generous in 
your support of the JMABC. 

Almost every day of the week we have 
volunteers filling up the desks in our office or 
representing the JMABC as volunteer tour 
guides. We couldn’t do a fraction of our work 
without your help. And in just a few short 
months, you, our supporters, have brought 
us 75% of the way to the first year goal of 
our Sustainers of the Archives Campaign, 
not to mention 52% of the way to our goals 
for years two and three of this campaign.

In a meta study on generosity and 
philanthropy reviewing over 500 publications 
produced over 40 years1, the authors list 
eight factors that compel people to be 
generous. These are: (1) awareness of need; 
(2) solicitation; (3) costs and benefits; (4) 
altruism; (5) reputation; (6) psychological 
benefits; (7) values; and (8) efficacy. All 
eight can be related to the work of the 
JMABC and our Sustainers of the Archives 
campaign.

1. Awareness of Need
If you’ve followed previous publications 
from the JMABC, you know that everything 
we do is made possible through your help. 
Donations of historic material, financial 
contributions, and volunteer hours have 
been the three pillars that have kept this 
organization thriving for over 45 years. And 
the beautiful thing about our rich community 
history is that the work of collecting it is 
never done!

2. Solicitation
This one makes sense, right? You’re more 
likely to give if someone asks you to. So let’s 
give this a shot: 

Hi, would you please consider committing to 
an annual contribution to our Sustainers of 
the Archives campaign? A commitment at 
any level will help us continue our important 
work (and might just make you happier!) 
Thanks.

3. Costs...
“Obviously, giving money costs money. 
When the costs of a donation are lowered, 
giving increases” This point from the 
aforementioned study is central to our 
Sustainers of the Archives campaign. 
Since the BC Jewish Community Archives 
catalogues the history of our whole 
community, it is the shared obligation of 
the whole community to preserve it. Annual 
commitment levels have been designed 
to reflect the ability of all corners of our 
community to give: from $50 per year and 
up. It’s not how much you give that really 
matters, just that by making a commitment 
you take ownership of the protection of our 
community history.

... and Benefits
As a member of the JMABC, you are the first 
to find out about our exciting programming, 
including the many upcoming programs 
featured in this issue of The Chronicle: 
The Kitchen Stories podcast, the Eat Like 
A Jew dinner series, our engaging walking 
tours running throughout the summer. You 
also receive a complementary copy of our 
journal The Scribe each year. Each of these 
is a means for us to share the history of our 
community with our neighbours throughout 
the province, and each one is built on the 
foundation of history that you helped to 
preserve.

4. Altruism
If you care about the output of a particular 
organization (say, for example, the JMABC), 
the science follows that you will want to 
support that organization. So far this has 
been true for many of you. We feel pretty 
appreciated. Thanks!

5. Reputation
The scholars cited found that “giving is 
viewed as a positive thing to do” and “people 
who give to charitable causes are held in high 

SUSTAINERS OF
THE ARCHIVES 

We would like to thank 
everyone who has become 
a Sustainer of the Archives. 
Your commitment to 
supporting the work of 
the JMABC ensures that 
our community’s history 
will be available to future 
generations.

Thank you.

Ralph Aknin 
Evelyn Amar 
Helen Aqua 
Linda Arato 
Gary Averbach 
David Berger 
David Bogoch 
Gordon Brandt 
Martin Braverman 
Marty Charach 
Boris Chenkis 
Rena Cohen 
Thyrza Cohen 
Tal Danzig 
Ben and Esther Dayson 
Charitable Foundation
Diamond Foundation 
Irene and Mort Dodek 
Avi Dolgin 
Myer Dumansky
Joanne Emerman 
Sharon and Ed Fitch 
Felicia Folk 
Kathi and Harold Folk 
Alisa and Sheldon Franken 
Marlene and Norman 
Franks 
Chris Friedrichs 
Joe and Karyn Gold 
Bernice Goldberg 
Stephanie Goldberg 
Dora Golden 
David Goldman and Penny 
Sprackman
(Goldman Investments)
Noemi and Bill Gruenthal 

The Joy of 
Giving



Glenda and Arthur 
Guttman 
Jesse Halperin and Kyla 
Schwartz 
Carol Herbert 
Michael James 
Kahn Foundation 
Carol and Terry Kline 
Simone Kopman 
Jack Meier (KRG Insurance)
Vanessa and Manny 
Kursan 
Gerald Lecovin 
Jory Levitt
Michael Levy
Lohn Foundation
Tony Mammon 
Leon Menkis 
Larry and Tyla Meyer 
Rabbi Dan Moscovitz 
Rochelle Moss 
Judy Oberlander and Mark 
Wexler 
Neal Nep 
Betty and Irv Nitkin 
Joan Pinkus 
Lyle Pullan 
Ruth and William Ross 
Phil Sanderson 
Debby Freiman and David 
Schwartz 
Shelley and Perry 
Seidelman 
Arnold and Anita Silber 
Herb Silber 
Lotti and Shael Smith 
Robert and Darlene 
Spevakow 
Phyliss and Irving Snider 
Foundation 
Ralph Swartz 
Ronnie and Barry Tessler 
Jennifer Yuhasz 
Zacks Family Charitable 
Foundation and Greenbrier 
Holdings 

regard by their peers.” Don’t worry - wanting 
to be well regarded doesn’t make you vain. 
Carly Simon won’t write a song about you.

6. Psychological Benefits
As mentioned above, giving can contribute 
to improving your mental state, make 
you happier, and contribute to your “self-
image as an altruistic, empathic, socially 
responsible, agreeable, or influential person.” 
Who wouldn’t want that?

7. Values
“Philanthropy is a means to reach a desired 
state of affairs that is closer to one’s view of 
the “ideal” world.” Here at the JMABC, we 
think an ideal world includes our children and 
grandchildren being able to learn about our 
community’s past. We hope you agree.

8. Efficacy
Every penny and every minute that you 
contribute to the JMABC makes it easier for 
us to continue doing our work, preserving 
our community archives and generating 
innovative new programs. We run a tight ship 
to ensure that the value of every dollar is 
maximized.

So there you have it; eight reasons to do 
good and feel good. To make a contribution 
today, or to renew your contribution for 
another year, contact the JMABC office at 
604.257.5199

The Jewish Museum and Archives of BC is 
a registered non-profit with CRA # 10808 
5259 RR0001. All contributions are tax-
deductable.

For more information about the Sustainers 
of the Archives campaign, consult our 
website: jewishmuseum.ca/become-a-
sustainer/

If you’d like to view the archives, where 
the treasures of our community history 
is housed, contact our Archivist, Alysa 
Routtenberg at archives@jewishmuseum.ca

Michael Schwartz
Director of Community Engagement

“NEVER RESPECT 

MEN MERELY FOR 

THEIR RICHES, BUT 

RATHER FOR THEIR 

PHILANTHROPY;  

WE DO NOT VALUE 

THE SUN FOR ITS  

HEIGHT, BUT FOR 

ITS USE.”

GAMALIEL BAILEY

8

1. René Bekkers and Pamela Wiepking: “Generosity 
and Philanthropy: A Literature Review.” Science of 
Generosity, (2007).
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At our last Annual General Meeting, 
we welcomed four new members to 
the JMABC Board of Directors. In 
February, a fifth member joined the 
board as well. We’re very happy to 
introduce them to you here. Each 
has deep roots in the BC Jewish 
community and brings a wealth of 
experience. We feel tremendously 
lucky to have them in our corner.

David Bogoch
A Vancouver native, David Bogoch has worked in the Fitness industry for over 40 years. He is a past 
board member of Vancouver Talmud Torah, Alumni Chairperson, current historian and archivist of 
Talmud Torah and is currently on the board of directors of the Vancouver Talmud Torah Foundation.

Alan Farber
Originally from Ontario, Alan Farber has lived in Vancouver since 1974 and is married to Felicia Folk 
with 3 children and 2 grandchildren. Alan practiced law in Ontario and BC from 1972 until the time 
of his retirement in 2016.

Alan has been a board member, President and Life Director of Vancouver JCC; a board member of 
the Jewish Federation, a board member and Ritual Committee Chair of Beth Israel Synagogue and a 
board member and President of Family Place Vancouver.

Alex Farber
Born and raised in Vancouver, Alex Farber attended high school and university in Vancouver before 
obtaining his law degree at Queen’s University in Kingston, Ontario. He then returned to Vancouver 
in 2007 to practice law, which he has been doing since. He worked as a litigator at his father Alan 
Farber’s law firm until 2016, when he became an associate at LeBlanc Law Corporation.

Daniella Givon
Daniella Givon was born in Israel and has lived in Canada since 1973. She attended University of 
Manitoba, where she obtained a BA in French and a teaching certificate. She holds a degree in 
Linguistics from UBC and an MA in Leadership from Royal Roads University. 

Daniella speaks Hebrew, English, Serbo-Croatian, French, and understands Spanish and Hungarian. 
Her love of languages led to her interest in translating. 

An active member of the Vancouver Jewish community since her arrival here in 1979, Daniella has 
served in volunteer positions on the Beth Israel Board of Directors, Canadian Hadassah-Wizo, the 
Greater Vancouver JCC, Federation, and currently the JCC Jewish Book Festival and as a volunteer 
tour guide for the Jewish Museum and Archives of BC.

Daniella raised two boys in Vancouver together with her husband, Bernard Pinsky. 

Carol Herbert
Carol Herbert (née Chertkow) is Professor Emerita of Family Medicine and Adjunct Research 
Professor of Pathology at Western University (London, Canada), and Adjunct Professor, School of 
Population & Public Health, Faculty of Medicine and the Faculty of Education at UBC (Vancouver). 
She was formerly Dean of the Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry at Western from 1999-2010. 
She was Head of the UBC Department of Family Practice from 1988-98, founding Head of the 
UBC Division of Behavioural Medicine and a co-founder of the UBC Institute of Health Promotion 
Research. She is currently a Senior Associate at In-Source, a Vancouver-based consulting company 
that applies a complex adaptive systems lens to health care issues. 

Carol is committed to social justice and access to health care and was a pioneer in developing 
services for sexually assaulted adults and children in B.C. She has chaired or served on multiple task 
forces on health policy and health professional education. 

Carol has received many awards, including Top 20 Pioneers of Family Medicine Research in Canada, a 
2002 Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal and has been a YWCA Woman in Distinction in Health and Social 
Sciences in London and Vancouver.

Carol is married to Fred Swartz; both of them were born and lived in Vancouver all their lives, 
except for a 14 year sojourn in London, Ontario. She has three children, three stepchildren and ten 
grandchildren.

From the Archives
Welcome 
Additions

FIVE NEW 
JMABC 
BOARD 

MEMBERS
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Oral History Program
The end of 2016 and the beginning of 2017 
have seen 14 new oral histories conducted 
at the JMABC, with many interviews done in 
preparation for Feeding Community and The 
Kitchen Stories (see more on page 5). 

Interviewees include: Zach Berman and Ryan 
Slater, Barb Druzerman, Ben Groberman, 
Jeffrey Yoskowitz, Mendel Skulski, William 
Wolff, Claire Hammer and Estelle Sanderson, 
David Skulski, Zara Jackson, Estika 
Hunnings, Justine Balin, Derya Akay, and 
Rotem Tal and Itamar Shani. 

Justine Balin has the special honour of 
being our youngest interviewee to date.
The seventeen year old was recently a 
competitor on Chopped Teen Canada, 
making her a must-interview for  
The Kitchen Stories.

Archives
With a great amount of help from interns and volunteers alike this 
past fall has been very productive in the archives, as anyone who 
has stopped by the offices will know. After waiting many years for 
the perfect opportunity it was finally time to start processing the 
Canadian Jewish Congress – Pacific Region fonds. Our biggest 
collection by far coming in at approximately 51 linear metres (or 150 
bankers boxes), the CJC fonds are being meticulously organized and 
catalogued and should be available for research in spring 2018. An 
unimaginable wealth of knowledge lies within the collection and we 
could not be more pleased to see it getting the attention and work it 
deserves to be made accessible. 

Another big project reaching completion is the digitization of the 
Temple Sholom fonds, including past editions of The Shofar, and other 
early documents that are now available online at: 
archives.jewishmuseum.ca 

Through the year volunteers have been hard at work, recording and 
transcribing oral history interviews, processing archival donations, 
and digitizing materials to be put online. Recent archives donations 
with interesting contents include:

• Eitz Chaim of Richmond early papers and photographs from Basil 
Kallner

• Four unpublished fiction manuscripts from the late Leslie Raphael

• Family photographs, letters and personal documents from both 
the Loomer and Rosenthal families

• A collection of personal correspondence from Bill Gruenthal, 
including letters and postcards sent from around the world in the 
1950’s through 1970’s

• Photographs and administration papers from Congregation Har-
El on the North Shore

These are just some of the donations we’ve received. Don’t forget, 
no collection is too big or too small for the archives, from a handful of 
photos to boxes of notes, speeches, and letters, we want to see it all!

Harry and Hymie Loomer, circa 1940s.

From the Archives
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Anna Gooding
Archives Assistant

I’ve been working on processing the Canadian Jewish Congress Pacific Region (CJCPR) 
fonds. As a recent history graduate from UBC, I came to this job with some experience using 
archival sources, but this was my first chance to truly do archival work.

The CJC Pacific Region fonds is the largest collection in the Archives, with over 150 bankers 
boxes of material. We brought all the boxes from Archives storage in Richmond to our office 
in Vancouver; needless to say, they take up a lot of space in our modest office! But while 
our workspace might be a little more cramped than normal, the CJC Pacific Region fonds 
is an incredibly extensive and valuable collection that illustrates the diverse activities and 
concerns of the Canadian Jewish community. 

The Canadian Jewish Congress, often known as the parliament for Canadian Jews, was the 
primary Jewish representative body in Canada from 1919 to 2011. CJC Pacific Region began 
operations in 1934 to represent the Jewish population of British Columbia, the Yukon, and 
the Northwest Territories. CJC Pacific Region advocated for the Jewish community by 
working with government and non-government groups, collaborating with other religious 
and ethnic groups, combatting anti-Semitism and racism, monitoring the media, preserving 
Jewish history by educating about the Holocaust, advocating for Israel, and campaigning to 
help Jewish communities in other countries such as the Soviet Union and Syria. My job has 
been to look through the CJC Pacific Region collection, remove any duplicate or unsuitable 
material, make a list of the contents, and begin organizing the collection. 

As I worked my way through the CJC Pacific Region fonds, I was struck by the amount 
of work that CJC did to fight hate and anti-Semitism in Canada. The collection reflects 
the significance of this work, with many files on monitoring hate speech, investigating 
organizations and individuals who promoted hate under the guise of free speech, 
campaigning against racism and anti-Semitism, and promoting multiculturalism through 
involvement with various ethnic, religious, and government groups. 

Angeline Chirnside
Digitization Assistant

I graduated from Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand in mid-2015 with a Master 
of Information Studies in Archives and Records Management and Library and Information 
Studies. Prior to undertaking this degree, I had worked in libraries for some years, most 
recently at the Auckland Central City Library in the special collections department. It 
was while working there that I became interested in archival materials: photographs, 
correspondence, scrapbooks, meeting minutes and newsletters collected by organisations 
and individuals that make their way into memory institutions to be preserved and kept for 
their historical value. I became fascinated with the way these primary sources were sought 
out by historians researching biographies and writing local histories as well as amateur 
genealogists tracing their family tree, and owing to this newfound interest decided to shift 
my career focus over from libraries to archives.

As someone new to archives, I found the opportunity to work as Digitization Assistant 
at the Jewish Museum and Archives of British Columbia extremely valuable. It has been 
a chance to work in a forward-thinking community-focused organization that puts into 
practice much of the theory I learned during my degree. Digitizing collections and making 
them accessible online has become an important part of archival work over the past 
decade, and being part of this project has given me great insight into how collections are 
selected, processed, uploaded and then managed once online. 

The project I have been working on is the digitization of the Temple Sholom fonds. The 
collection is comprised of fifteen boxes of records of the synagogue history from the 1960s 
up to the present day. These records include a range of documents from meeting minutes 
to photographs of events in Temple history to architectural plans and blueprints. 

Mostly, I have focused on digitizing and 
uploading the records that illustrate the 
regular goings-on of the congregation. 
These include the monthly synagogue 
newsletter (The Shofar) and the board and 
executive meeting minutes. The Shofar 
contains listings of temple events including 
bar/bat mitzvahs, fundraising dinners, 
youth group get-togethers, concerts 
and information sessions. The meeting 
minutes show both how routine matters 
are managed as well as how decisions 
on larger-scale projects (such as the 
establishment of a cemetery) were made 
over time.

In addition to being a new archivist I am 
also a newcomer to Canada. Immersing 
myself in a local history project like this 
gave me the chance to learn more about 
the history of my adopted city. I look 
forward to building on this foundation as I 
continue my career in Vancouver. I will next 
be working as an archivist and records 
manager for the City of Coquitlam.

CJC’s work against racism is especially 
meaningful given recent current events. 
One story that stands out to me is the 
distribution of KKK and hate literature to 
homes in Abbotsford, New Westminster, 
and Richmond in November 2016 and 
January 2017. This story bares striking 
similarity to incidents of hate literature 
circulation in the 1980s and 1990s, which 
CJC documented and denounced. The 
challenges that CJC worked to address 
continue to be relevant today. By 
considering our contemporary context, 
the significance of the CJC Pacific Region 
fonds is apparent.  

I began this job with no knowledge of BC 
Jewish history, and after working with the 
CJC Pacific Region fonds I have a greater 
understanding of the rich history of the 
Jewish community and the CJC. I also have 
a deeper knowledge of what archival work 
entails. I’m thankful to the JMABC for this 
experience. 
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The Jewish Museum and Archives of BC is pleased to announce the release 
of its newest publication, Don’t Break the Chain: The Nemetz Family Journey 
from Svatatroiske to Vancouver published in collaboration with the Ben and 
Esther Dayson Charitable Foundation.

Fleeing persecution in Russia, the Nemetz family settled in Watrous, 
Saskatchewan. The Nemetz brothers refurbished electric generators and 
built the area’s first power plant. Beginning in 1922, all nine siblings moved to 
Vancouver, where they and their children had a tremendous impact on the 
growing Jewish Community. 

The value of tzedakah ran deep for all nine siblings, and each contributed time 
and money to numerous causes, including: the Jewish Welfare Bureau (Jewish 
Family Service Agency), Louis Brier Home and Hospital, Jewish National 
Fund, Camps Hatikvah and Miriam, B’nai B’rith, Young Judea, and the Jewish 
Museum and Archives of BC.

Don’t Break the Chain was written and compiled by Shirley Barnett and Philip 
Dayson, children of Ben and Esther Dayson. It is the first in the Family History 
book series to be produced by the Jewish Museum and Archives of BC in 
conjunction with families interested in this new joint venture. These books will 
celebrate families that helped build the Jewish Community of BC.

With great pleasure, the Jewish Museum and Archives of BC invites the 
community to join us for a very special Book Launch:

Sunday, April 2nd, 2017
11:00 am – 1:30 pm
The Ben & Esther Dayson Boardroom 
Jewish Community Centre of Greater Vancouver
950 West 41st Avenue
Refreshments served

Copies of Don’t Break The Chain are available for purchase through the 
Jewish Museum and Archives of BC. Stop by our office to pick up a copy.

If you would like your family to be featured in a future edition of the 
JMABC Family History series, please contact our Director of Community 
Engagement, Michael Schwartz at mschwartz@jewishmuseum.ca

Top: Don’t Break The Chain, a new publication from the Jewish 
Museum and Archives of BC, written by Shirley Barnett and 
Philip Dayson, and published in association with the Ben and 
Esther Dayson Charitable Foundation.

Bottom: Members of the Nemetz Family at the hollow tree 
in Stanley Park, 1927. Left to Right: Abraham Nemetz, Toba 
Nemetz, Esther Wosk, Bill Nemetz (driving), Chava Wosk holding 
baby Sonny, and Abrasha Wosk. (©JMABC, L.01551).

Don’t 
Break
The Chain
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WALKING TOURS ARCHIVES TOURS

Gastown & Strathcona
Sunday, March 19

Sunday, April 23

Sunday, May 21

Sunday, June 25

Sunday, July 16

Sunday, August 13

Sunday, September 17

Sunday, October 15

Full information at jewishmuseum.ca

The BC Jewish Community Archives are 
the heart of the JMABC, the place where 
the treasures of our community’s history 
are housed. This impressive facility is truly 
a sight to behold and we are very pleased 
to share it with you. Join archivist Alysa 
Routtenberg for a tour of some of the 
highlights of our collection.

Sunday, May 28, 11am

Sunday, July 30, 11am

Please RSVP to Alysa at: 
archives@jewishmuseum.ca

The Pull of the Net
Join us for a special event at the Gulf 
of Georgia Cannery, celebrating the 
multicultural history of West Coast 
Fishing. This family-friendly event will 
feature guided tours of the historic 
cannery, workshops, demonstrations, 
and presentations. The JMABC will be 
among the many participating community 
organizations. Stop by and say hello!

May 6, 2017 
10 am - 5 pm

Gulf of Georgia Cannery 
12138 Fourth Avenue 
Richmond, BC

Don’t Break The Chain
Join us for the release of our newest 
publication, Don’t Break the Chain: The 
Nemetz Family Journey from Svatatroiske 
to Vancouver published in collaboration 
with the Ben and Esther Dayson 
Charitable Foundation.

Sunday, April 2nd, 2017 
11:00 am – 1:30 pm 
The Ben & Esther Dayson Boardroom  
Jewish Community Centre of Greater 
Vancouver 
950 West 41st Avenue

Refreshments served

To stay in the loop on all our public 
programs, sign up for our email newsletter, 
delivered roughly once-a-month. You can 
sign up by clicking the “connect” tab on 
our website, jewishmuseum.ca

Mountain View Cemetery
Sunday, March 26

Sunday, April 30

Sunday, May 7

Sunday, June 18

Sunday, July 23

Sunday, August 20

Sunday, September 10

Sunday, October 22

Full information at jewishmuseum.ca

Meet the pioneers who laid the foundations 
of our community and helped build 
Vancouver. Join one of the Jewish Museum 
and Archives of BC’s knowledgeable 
tour guides for an informative and highly 
entertaining walk.

2 HOURS

$10 per person

All tours begin at 11 am

Please purchase tickets in advance at 
jewishmuseum.ca

April 2, 2017 - Mantı, Börek, Baklava: 
Cooking Shabbat Dinner & Challah with 
Leonor Etkin

Presented in collaboration with the 
Contemporary Art Gallery

April 23, 2017 - My Darling Dumpling: 
Jewish and Chinese traditional dumplings 
Presented in collaboration with the HUA 
Foundation

May 7, 2017 - Jewish Tapas: The Sephardic 
Culinary Tradition

June 4, 2017 - Shavuot on Kibbutz: 
Reinventing a Harvest Festival

June 18, 2017 - From Capetown with Love: 
A South African Barbecue

July 30, 2017 - Pastrami & Rye: Authentic 
New York Deli 
Featuring meat from Mensch

A Persian Jewish Banquet - (Date TBD)

The Marrakesh Express: Moroccan Jewish 
Cuisine - (Date TBD) 
Presented in collaboration with Salchicha

September 17, 2017 - Rosh Hashana in 
Aleppo: A Syrian Jewish New Year

Full details and registration at: 
jewishmuseum.ca/program/the-chosen-
food 
$40 per person per meal

Public Programs Calendar
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MAZEL TOV

Shirley Barnett, in honour of her birthday. 
Gary Averbach, Glenda and Arthur 
Guttman

Noemi and Bill Gruenthal, happy anniversary. 
Fay and Bud Riback, Sheila and Lenny Smith

Bill Gruenthal, in being honoured by 
Jewish Seniors Alliance as an outstanding 
community volunteer. 
Ruth Freeman, Kara Mintzberg and Josh 
Gibbons, Lois and Walter Gumprich, Eve 
and Gordon Kramer, Lucy Laufer, Fay and 
Bud Riback, Sheila and Lenny Smith, Ronnie 
Tessler, JMABC Board and staff

Josephine Nadel, in recognition of her 
Queen’s Counsel appointment. 
Noemi and Bill Gruenthal

Lotti and Shael Smith, happy anniversary. 
Irene Gutmann and Family

SYMPATHY

Harvey Akman and Family, in memory of his 
mother. 
Marcy and Steve Babins

Richard Ames, Les Ames and Bruce Ames, in 
memory of their mother, Surella. 
Lewis Silberberg

Susan Babins and Leah Babins, in memory of 
Susan’s mother Sara Rothstein. 
Sue and Lee Cohene, Marcy and Steve 
Babins

Caldes Family, in memory of their mother, 
grandmother and great-grandmother Felicia. 
Esther Caldes

Les and Karen Cohen, in memory of his 
mother, Babs. 
Marcy and Steve Babins

Claire Conrad, in memory of Michael. 
Marcy and Steve Babins

Judy and Steve Rothstein, in memory of 
Steve’s mother Sara Rothstein. 
Sue and Lee Cohene, Marcy and Steve 
Babins

Sheila Smith, Marcy Babins, Stacey Szeplabi, 
Joanne Akman and their families, in memory 
of their husband, father, and grandfather, 
Lenny Smith.
JMABC Board and staff

Tam Family, in memory of their mother and 
grandmother. 
Esther Caldes

Catherine Youngren, in memory of her 
mother.
Betty and Irv Nitkin, JMABC Board and staff

David Zack, in memory of Sari. 
Noemi and Bill Gruenthal

WITH APPRECIATION

Irene Dodek. 
Alysa Routtenberg

Irene Dodek. 
Gail Dodek and Richard Wenner

Cynthia Ramsay. 
JMABC Board and staff

SPONSORSHIPS

Schara Tzedeck Cemetery Board
The Scribe 2017

DONATIONS

Byron Aceman, Darlene and Richard Ames, 
Anne and Eric Andrew, Jack Austin, Gary 
Averbach, Hildy and Jeffrey Barnett, Patricia 
Benson, Heather and Jonathan Berkowitz, 
Sally Berry, Elana Bick, Nancy Newman and 
Bob Bluman, Effie Brook Gordon, Esther 
Caldes, Jane Cherry, Robert and Helen 
Coleman Foundation, The Ben and Esther 
Dayson Charitable Foundation, Sara Ciacci, 
Linda and Gary Cohen, Jody and Harvey 
Dales, Reva and Ken Davidson,  Devonshire 
Properties, Peter Dodek, Marie Doduck, 
Avi Dolgin, Enid Edwards, Gwen Epstein, 
Leonor Etkin, Felicia Folk and Alan Farber, 
Alex Farber, Flora Bluma Field, Sharon and 
Ed Fitch, Marlene and Norman Franks, Sally 
and Michael Geller, Rose Marie and Leon 
Glassman, Kara Mintzberg and Josh Gibbons, 

Dana and Robert Golden, Dora Golden, David 
Goldman, Earl Goldstein, Joyce Gordon, 
Noemi and Bill Gruenthal, Michael Halleran, 
Carol and Richard Henriquez, Chela and 
David Herman, Brian Jessel, John Scott 
Keenlyside, Rosalind and Howard Karby, 
Brian Kirk, Vita Kolodny, Marilyn and Robert 
Krell, Richard Kurland, Leora Kuttner, Lucy 
Laufer, Anita Leonoff, Donna Love and Earl 
Lesk, Risa and Bill Levine, Kay Levey, Shanie 
Levin, The Lutsky Families, Elsie Martin, 
Moshe Mastai, Alicia and Robert Matas, 
Mary McIlwaine, Tyla and Larry Meyer, Cyndi 
and Max Mintzberg, Phyllis and Michael 
Moscovich, Rochelle Moss, Joice Myers, 
Haya and Timothy Newman, Betty and 
Irv Nitkin, Nadia Ognistoff, Claire Osipov, 
Joyce Ozier, Lillian Parsons, Lola and Norm 
Pawer, Trudy and Danial Pekarsky, Joan 
Pinkus, Lila Quastel, Eleanor and Harley 
Rothstein, Matthew Ross, Leyla and Abe 
Sacks, Beverley and Fred Schaeffer, Rosalie 
and Joe Segal, Shelley and Perry Seidelman, 
Cecil Sigal, Anita and Arnold Silber, 
Lewis Silberberg, Nico Slobinsky, Sonjan 
Enterprises, Henry Stevenson, Linda and 
Norman Stull, Neri and Aron Tischler, Sally 
Tobe, Dawn Vickars, Anna-Mae Wiesenthal, 
Catherine Youngren, David Zacks.

NEW MEMBERS
Tracy and Les Ames, Jeff Balin, Alex Farber, 
Kathi and Harold Folk, Daniella Givon

Tributes
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Thank you to everyone who helped us 
identify members of the Beth Israel choir in 
our last mystery photo (at left). Many remain 
unidentified, but we now know that Maurice 
Moses is at left back, Arnold Selwyn is in the 
back, and Pucky Pelman is conducting.

This month we have a mystery photo, 
possibly from a Canadian Jewish Congress 
event in 1982. Howard Kay is the 
photographer and Irving Abella is pictured 
in the centre (with beard and glasses). If you 
can identify any of the other people pictured 
here, please let us know.

You can reach us at: 604.257.0511 or 
info@jewishmuseum.ca

Mystery Photo


