The Chronicle
Volume 19, Issue 3 | September - December 2013

In This Issue:
NEW ONLINE EXHIBIT
WALKING TOURS
NEW PROGRAMS
AGM ANNOUNCEMENT
ARCHIVES REPORT
UPCOMING EVENTS

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT

Last fall, my wife Shelley and I were in Miami, a city with a Jewish population of about
500,000. We visited the Jewish Museum of Florida which is located in two buildings in
the South Beach area of Miami: a restored 1936 Art Deco synagogue and a restored 1929
Synagogue. It is an impressive museum. Each of the museum’s stained glass windows bears
the name of a family or individual who contributed financially to the building. One that
immediately drew our attention bears the name of the family of noted gangster Meyer
Lansky. Bess Myerson, Miss America 1945, has also been a generous donor in memory of
her parents who lived in the neighbourhood around the Museum during the 1970s.
Vancouver has, arguably, a Jewish population of between 20,000 and 30,000. With a
much smaller population to draw on than Miami, The Jewish Museum and Archives of BC
is an exciting organization that has also accumulated an impressive collection of archival
materials. We may not have notable supporters such as Bess Myerson and Myer Lansky but
we do have some very generous ongoing donors.
Our archives repository, located in Richmond, is in an environmentally-controlled, secured
facility which is the repository for the records of Jewish individuals and organizations of BC.
It houses documents which record Jewish life and history in British Columbia from 1860 to
today. Our collection includes:
• approx. 300 linear metres of textual records,
• 120,000 photographs,
• a resource library, and
• 700 oral history interviews – the largest collection of Jewish stories in all of Canada.
We have three full-time staff: our Administrator Marcy Babins; our Archivist Jennifer Yuhasz;
and, our Program and Development Coordinator, Michael Schwartz. We have been fortunate
to receive annual government grants that allow us to hire summer students and interns for
transcribing and digitizing documents. We have numerous volunteers who help us in various
capacities such as transcribing oral histories and leading tours.
In addition to The Chronicle, which we issue three times a year, we publish The Scribe,
an annual academic journal. This year’s issue is devoted to the celebration of the 150th
anniversary of Temple Emanu-el in Victoria. Next year we will celebrate the history of
Jewish families in the furniture business.
Our program department is also very busy planning exhibits online and throughout British
Columbia; our monthly Intersections (formerly Philosophers’ Café), and tours of old Jewish
Vancouver and the original Vancouver Jewish Cemetery.
We expect the rest of 2013 and 2014 should continue to be productive for JHS with
noteworthy projects such as the old Jewish cemetery project at Mountain View Cemetery
that is being coordinated by one of our directors, Shirley Barnett. Last June we were
fortunate to be able to take part in the exciting festivities surrounding the 150 anniversary
of Temple Emanu-El synagogue in Victoria, spearheaded by JMABC directors Ed and Sharon
Fitch.
See our website (www.jewishmuseum.ca) to learn more about our remarkable past. Contact
our administrator, Marcy Babins, to become a member so you can receive our seasonally
published The Chronicle, and our annual academic publication The Scribe and be an ongoing
part of our unique and fascinating history. Marcy is always happy to explain our organization
and our sponsorship/naming program.
Perry Seidelman
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CURRENT EXHIBITS

MORE THAN
JUST

Mrs.

JEWISH WOMEN’S ORGANIZATIONS IN BC

We are very pleased to announce a brand new exhibit prepared by the JMABC this summer. This exhibit, More Than Just
Mrs. recounts the history of women’s volunteer organizations in BC, specifically Hadassah, National Council of Jewish
Women, and Na’amat. These organizations initiated many influential social justice projects both here in BC and in Israel, which
benefited thousands of individuals. To learn more about the full history of these organizations, please view the exhibit at:

morethanjustmrs.wordpress.com

Leonard Frank: BC Master Photographer
at the North Vancouver Museum and Archives
September 10 2013 – February 28, 2014

Leaving Germany in 1894, Leonard Frank came to British Columbia
pursuing his fortune as part of the Gold Rush. While working as a
merchant and postmaster in Alberni, he won a camera in a lottery. This
awakened his interest in photography, something he proved to have an
innate talent for.
Frank gained international reknown for his photographs, which captured
the logging and mining industries, as well as the rise of the young city
of Vancouver.
A selection of his logging photos are on display at the North Vancouver
Museum and Archives until February 28, 2014.
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With thousands of documents stored away in archival boxes,
the Jewish Museum and Archives of BC is a treasure trove
of our community’s history. Long after we are gone, future
archæologists will be able to reconstitute a clear image of
this community based on these documents.
My challenge as Coordinator of Programs and Development
has been finding a way to present the community with
selections from the Archives in a manner that knits individual
documents into a discernible narrative. And how to
accomplish this when we are without a permanent exhibition
space?
There are numerous examples of museums using the web
to bring their collections to an international audience.
Some very elegant examples include the recently rebuilt
Rijksmuseum website (rijksmuseum.nl) and The Gallery
of Lost Art (galleryoflostart.com). Closer to home, the
Interactive Museum of Jewish Montreal (imjm.ca) brings the rich Jewish history of Montreal to your pocket or desktop through
a map-based website describing landmarks important to the story of this 250 year old community.
Taking inspiration from these and other examples, we worked this summer to bring a
portion of our collection to you, our membership, in a fresh, engaging format. I’m very
excited by the results and I hope you will take the time to visit this exhibit, More Than
Just Mrs. (morethanjustmrs.wordpress.com).

An NCJW member tests schoolchildren
as part of the NCJW Mobile Hearing Clinic,
ca. 1970 ©JMABC L.17230

More Than Just Mrs. recounts the history of Jewish Women’s Organizations in BC,
groups of very dedicated volunteers who made significant contributions to the city, the
province and the world. While Hadassah and Na’amat raised funds for Israel, National
Council of Jewish Women assisted new immigrants, children, and the elderly here in
BC. Through this work, these women pushed the boundaries of social expectations of
women’s work, playing out the ambiguities that arose after the Second World War in
the form of Second Wave Feminism.

Our archives benefited significantly from the research that went into this exhibit. Given
the opportunity to reach out to organizations and individuals featured in the exhibit,
we were able to explain to them the benefits of contributing their documents to the archives, where they could be better cared
for. Overall, three oral history interviews were carried out, and eight metres worth of documents were collected.
I hope you’ll take some time to visit the exhibit at: morethanjustmrs.wordpress.com and let us know what you think. What topic
would you like us to develop a similar exhibit on in the near future? Did we miss anything essential? Do you have documents,
photos, or stories to contribute to the archives to help flesh out the story further? Please let us know.
I would like to acknowledge the assistance of the Canadian Heritage Young Canada Works program, which enabled us to hire
the exceptionally skilled summer student, Annika Friedman, who did the lion’s share of research and writing in this exhibit. We
wish her the greatest success in her future endeavours.
Michael Schwartz
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PUBLIC PROGRAMS

WALKING
TOURS

GENAOLOGY
SUNDAYS
TRACE YOUR ROOTS

LAST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH | 1-4pm | 6184 Ash Street
FREE by appointment only: 604.257.5199
info@jewishmuseum.ca

GASTOWN & STRATHCONA | 700 E Pender Street
MOUNTAIN VIEW CEMETERY | 37th & Fraser Street
$10

The Jewish Genealogical Institute of BC invites you to make use
of our genealogical databases (ancestry.com and findmypast.
co.uk) to trace your family history. A volunteer from the Institute
will be on site to guide you through these resources.

Discover the rich history of Vancouver’s early Jewish community
by walking through the neighbourhood this community once
called home, or touring the Jewish Section of Mountain View
Cemetery.

Book your FREE appointment today!

UPCOMING TOUR DATES
Gastown & Strathcona: September 29, 2pm
Mountain View Cemetery: October 20, 2pm
Gastown & Stratchona: October 27, 10am

PRESENTED IN PARTNERSHIP WITH
THE JEWISH GENEALOGICAL INSTITUTE OF BC

Private tours available by request.

NEW PROGRAM:
Building on the success of Philosophers’ Café, we are very
pleased to introduce our newest public program, Intersections.
This inter-cultural discussion series will welcome local experts
in a wide range of topics, and engage discussion between our
community and other ethnic communities.
Upcoming sessions include:

BUILDING COMMUNITY
THROUGH DIALOGUE

Oct 16

SLEEPWALKING INTO A GLOBAL
WARMING CATASTROPHE
with Spencer Chandra Herbert, MLA

Nov 20

WHERE ARE THE BOUNDARIES OF MY
COMMUNITY?
with Rabbi Dr. Robert Daum

Dec 18

THE ETHICS OF GENEALOGY
with Cissie Eppel & Catherine Youngren
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MOUNTAIN VIEW CEMETERY
RESTORATION PROJECT

A new project is underway to restore the Jewish Cemetery at Mountain View Cemetery, located near 37th Ave and Fraser
Street.
There are 4 areas of work related to this project:
RESEARCH AND DOCUMENTATION
Documenting the 450 burial sites, 150 of which are unmarked. The unmarked graves will soon have temporary markers
to ensure that they are respectfully recognized and remembered.
COMMUNITY AWARENESS
The Jewish Museum and Archives of BC has created mobile displays about the project, which will soon be on view in
various locations throughout the Jewish Community.
PHYSICAL RESTORATION
Uncovering, cleaning and restoring the gravestones is being undertaken by Rosemarie Newall of JB Newall Memorials
Ltd. Bill Pechet of Pechet Studio Architecture has enlisted the support of Cornelia Oberlander in restoring the grounds,
creating pathways, adding benches, a washing station, new perimeter fencing of a historical nature and replicating the
ornamental gates.
PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT
Guided walking tours, brochures, scripts, and educational tool kits will be developed once restoration is completed.
Tours will be customized for adults and for young people in both Jewish and public schools. Notable individuals will
be highlighted and the story of building a Jewish Community in Vancouver will be told from the graves of those who
are interred there. A separate committee under the leadership of Norman Franks is in the process of gathering and
recording individual stories of interest.
The Jewish Cemetery at Mountain View is an initiative of the Schara Tzedeck Cemetery Board and has an independent advisory
committee under the chairmanship of Shirley Barnett. The project is expected to be completed in 3 years.
Work has commenced on the following headstones which require various levels of restabilization and restoration. If you are
aware of families or persons related to the following names, please contact Myra Adirim at the address on the following page.
Mina Aptaker			29-Sept-1918		Etta
Moses Brasnick		11-May-1914		Phillip
Tania Chernov			14-Aug-1924		Anne
Arthur Joseph Cranwell
05-Nov-1919		
Harry
Esther Giesbrecht		08-Feb-2000		Cecili
Trude Glaiserman		26-Apr-1991		Harry
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Levy		29-Mar-1914
Miller		15-May-1927
Miller		02-Feb-1964
Miller		
20-Nov-1955
Newman
28-Dec-1921
Pinchever
10-Oct-1918

PUBLIC PROGRAMS

Morris Gold		19-Oct-1989		Valya
Podolskaya
01-Apr-1992
Dobrish Haite		02-Jul-1929		Charles Raphael		11-Sept-1916
Adella Harris		10-Oct-1921		Bessie Rosenberg
25-Mar-1922
Sol Hirschberg
20-Nov-1918		
Juddah Rothstein
20-Jan-1918
Blanche Hirschberg
23-Jan-1922		John
Saphir		16-Nov-1999
Morris Josephs
22-Dec-1918		Dwight Segal		15-Nov-1999
Ida Josephs		09-Dec-1926		D. Berel Snider		29-Sep-1918
Herman Keller		26-May-1919		Gordon Templeman
25-Oct-1918
Leah Knopf		04-Jul-1914		Morris Volinsky		28-Jan-1919
SarahLacterman
05-Sept-1929		Joseph Wagner		08-Dec-1918
Louis Levy		18-Jul-1918		Amalie Zipper		16-Sept-1924
Bella R. Levy		24-May-1932				
The community is invited to attend a unveiling ceremony at the Jewish Cemetery at Mountain View, located near 37th and
Fraser Street on Sunday, October 20th at 2:00 p.m.
Rabbi Rosenblatt will officiate, as the unmarked burials of 146 individuals are recognized and remembered with markers.
The Mountain View Jewish Cemetery was first consecrated in 1892 and is in the process of being restored to its original
historic and artistic significance.
New additions, including a ritual washing station and benches are also in the planning stages.
Immediately after the ceremony there will be a guided walking tour, followed by refreshments in Mountain View’s Celebration
Hall.
For further information please contact:
Myra Adirim, project administrator
myra.mvc@gmail.com

From the JMABC Leonard Frank Collection. Looking east from the entry to Stanley Park, 1935. ©JMABC LF.02785
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

Please Join Us For Our

November 20, 6pm
IN THE SENIOR’S LOUNGE AT THE PERETZ CENTRE
6184 ASH STREET
FOLLOWED BY A VERY SPECIAL SESSION OF INTERSECTIONS WITH
RABBI DR. ROBERT DAUM
AT 7PM

Where Are The Boundaries of My Community?
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED
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B’nai Brith members gather for their AGM, ca. 1958. Morris Saltzman seated front row, third from left. ©JMABC L.20818

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

ARCHIVES REPORT

ORAL HISTORY PROGRAM

Since our last publication, we have conducted 11 new oral
history interviews, including: Elliot Belkin; Cissie Eppel;
Graham Forst; Bea Goldberg; Harry Hammer; Harriet Hayes;
Martin Kopelow; Sheldon Kopelow; Marion Poliakoff; Efrem
Rappaport; and Moe Samuel.
Thank you to all of our oral history interviewers and to
those hard-working individuals who work on oral history
transcriptions. We are always looking for more volunteers.
If you are interested in getting involved, please email
archives@jewishmuseum.ca

On the following pages are two excerpts from the Oral History
Collection of people that we have interviewed over the years
and as such now have their stories preserved for future
generations. Also, I would like to dedicate this issue to Leon
Broitman whose story we had the privilege to listen to on
February 28, 2013 but have not yet transcribed; and to Leslie
Spiro, whom we never got the pleasure of interviewing.
May their memories be for a blessing.

Gloria Harris
(1924-2013)

Interview with Gloria Harris (née Steinberg), 19.7707: Interviewed by Daphne Marlatt and Carole Itter,
October 4, 1977, Vancouver, BC.
Living in [Strathcona] was such a melting pot. There was no
such thing as being separate. All our parents were immigrants
together. And, whether you were Italian, Yugoslavian, Chinese
or Japanese or Jewish or whatever you were, everybody got
along beautifully.
There was such a warmth in that neighbourhood I can’t begin
to tell you… And the respect for each other’s religion. Mind you
there was the odd one or two that were looking for differences
of background, there were a few that no matter what they
would have feelings of belligerence.
But on the whole, you take every Sunday morning we would sit
in the living room and we would watch the exodus to Sacred
Heart church. The whole Italian neighbourhood. And this was
just part of our life. You know now that I look back it was really
interesting.
And during Lent you would see everybody running to Church.
These people were all so sincere. So how could you have any
feelings other than empathy. You know because these were
people like ours only in a different way. You know I don’t know
how - a feeling perhaps - oh I can’t explain it, it was a very
warm feeling, very warm.
And as I say on Sundays in the warm weather it was a beautiful
time. The kids would be on the street playing catch, baseball, it
wasn’t heavily trafficked so there was no problem.
Three doors up the street there was Mrs. [Santagan?]. Every

Monday was wash day in the neighbourhood. And Mrs.
[Santagan?] on a beautiful day would be hanging her wash up
and singing at the top of her voice. And arias from operas
you know. And Mr. [Santagan?] played the accordion. And on
Sunday afternoons they would be sitting on the front porch
and playing the accordion and she would be singing. You
know it was just beautiful. Even with all the hardships and
everything it was still beautiful. There was a warmth that you
will never see around here you know…
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ORAL HISTORY PROGRAM

Murray Goldman
(1920-2013)

Interview with Murray and David Goldman, 20.0404: Interviewed by Leora Raivich, June 23, 2004,
Vancouver, BC.
Being the frustrated comic or whatever sense of humour
that I had, I did all my own personal commercials. All of the
commercials that appeared on TV and radio [I] wrote them,
voiced them, [and] appeared in them. Newspaper, wrote all [my]
own copy. I did that for a while and that seemed to work out and
it was fun…[Vancouver] was a brand new city and competition
was there, It’s always there, even in a small town. Depends what
you do with it. If you have the ambition or the creativeness to
make it, you build in that knowledge to what you already know.
[DAVID]: Competition then was provided by stores like
Woodwards or the odd number of independents around but
what helped my father stand out was his own personality
and his knowledge and love of the business and his
flair for promotion. And so he really was a leader in his
category in those days and remained so for many years…
[MURRAY]: We’d have two for one suit sales and
with the jingle ‘There’s not a single suit for sale at
Murray Goldman, that’s because they come in twos.’
[DAVID]: He would give away things with the purchase of a
suit that were very innovative for their day. For instance when
portable radios first came out in the 1950s, it was an innovative
product you could play without plugging it in the wall. Not so
earth shattering today but then [it] was very innovative and
you would get one free with the purchase of a suit. He did the
same thing with movie cameras when they first came out in
the early 1960s. [You would get a free] Kodak movie camera
with the purchase of a suit. At a time when the BC Lions and
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football was particularly meaningful in the city he would give
away a pair of Grey Cup tickets with the purchase of a suit.
You couldn’t buy a pair of Grey Cup tickets in those days;
they would sell out very quickly… Or when the BC baseball
team played at, what was then called Capilano Stadium, now
Nat Bailey Stadium, he would get a billboard there and the
billboard was a caricature of his face with his mouth open.
And if a ball player got a ball through his mouth during regular
season play they would win a $100,000. That’s in the ‘50s!
Didn’t happen, but it was great promotion. Many, many, many
things like that over the years, which helped him stand out.
[MURRAY]: I bought insurance for that $100,000 because
potentially that could kill me, I didn’t have it! But I got insurance
through Lloyd’s of London. And I was hoping that the ball
would go through the hole but it didn’t happen.”

From the JMABC Leonard Frank Collection. Looking northwest from northeast False Creek, 1939.©JMABC LF.02765

PEOPLE & PROJECTS

Annika Friedman
MUSEUM ASSISTANT

From June through August 2013, I worked as the Education
Assistant at the JMABC. As part of the Young Canada
Works (YCW) program promoting careers within Heritage
Organizations, I focused on the creation of a new online exhibit
detailing Jewish Women’s Organizations in BC, entitled More
Than Just Mrs.
Attempting to counter the stereotypes of members merely
playing bridge and mahjong, I hoped to illustrate what members
were doing and discussing after their social hour. What were
these strong female members able to accomplish with their
countless hours of time and effort? I wanted to provide a
better understanding of these organizations’ memberships,
mandates and motivations. The National Council of Jewish
Women, Hadassah and Na’amat (formerly, Pioneer Women)
are the three main organizations at the centre of this
exhibit. Each with their own unique stories of establishment,
accomplishments and projects, it would be truly be a shame
for these triumphs to go unrecognized. How were these
women able to accomplish so much, simultaneously garnering
the respect and support of their surrounding communities?
My ultimate goal was to bring the history of these organizations
together with the personal memories of their members. I
hope to establish a link between the facts and figures of the
various philanthropic projects and the first-hand accounts and
anecdotes of those who participated. Media content found
within the JMABC Archives, such as photos, certificates as
well as artwork, have been used to reinforce these narratives.
To view the exhibit, visit: www.morethanjustmrs.wordpress.
com.

Caleigh McEachern
ARCHIVES ASSISTANT

I began working at the JMABC as an archives assistant in early
June, made possible by funding provided by the Young Canada
Works in Heritage Organizations grant program. My 9 week
summer project was to organize, categorize, arrange, file, and
preserve the archival documents of Victoria’s Congregation
Emanu-El, which celebrated its 150th anniversary this summer.
While this project began with only 17 boxes of documents,
it has since grown to include approximately 45 boxes, of
which I have completed 30. The organization process is time
consuming and requires much attention to detail (as well as a
good memory!); however, upon completion, the Congregation
Emanu-El’s significant and interesting history will be preserved
and made easily accessible for future researchers.
The Congregation Emanu-El fonds (ie: collection) contains
documents that date as early as 1863, most notably the
original Donor’s List that lists the names and donations of
the Victoria community members who helped purchase
land for the shul. The documents that I worked extensively
on organizing and preserving date from the 1950’s until the
early 2000’s, and include documents from the Restoration
Project (1980-1982), the Matanah G’Dolah Project (19982004), Shalom Jewish Preschool, the Hebrew School, Rabbis,
Board meeting minutes, as well as membership, financial and
cemetery documents.
With every new slip of paper, folder, and box, I absorbed more
information about the Congregation’s members, events, and
deep history - so much so that I began to feel an intense
connection with the shul. In July I paid a visit to the shul and
was able to see for my own eyes the beautifully restored
exterior and the addition of the Congregation Emanu-El
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Educational and Cultural Centre. The Congregation Emanu-El
project was an extremely rewarding experience, one which I
have learned immensely from.
I am finishing my undergraduate degree in English Literature
and Philosophy at the University of British Columbia, and hope
to pursue a Masters of Children’s Literature at the School of
Library, Information and Archival Studies (UBC) next year.
Thank you JMABC for giving me this wonderful opportunity!

Joice Myers

ARCHIVES VOLUNTEER

Nikola Mitrovic

ARCHIVES VOLUNTEER
Nikola Mitrovic recently completed volunteering with the
JMABC for almost two years, during which time He digitized
and catalogued slides from the Dr. Irving and Phyliss Snider
fonds. Thus far, 1,250 out of approximately 6,000 slides have
been completed. His volunteer work has been invaluable and
greatly appreciated. Nikola is moving on to the Master of Library
and Information Science program at Western University and
we wish him all the best in his future endeavours!
On that note, we are excited to announce that this September
we have hired Naomi Lerman to finish the Dr. Irving and
Phyliss Snider fonds, made possible with funding provided
by the Young Canada Works at Building Careers in Heritage
grant program and the Phyliss and Irving Snider Foundation.
Not only will a significant portion of the slides be chosen for
digitization, but this collection also consists of textual records,
photographs, artifacts and film reels that will be processed
and digitized as well. Stay tuned for progress reports!
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Photo at right: The Beacon Theatre (formerly The Pantages), 1932.
Leonard Frank, photographer. ©JMABC LF.02785

A special thank you to volunteer Joice Myers. Joice has been
volunteering with the JMABC for two years and in her time
here has accomplished an incredible amount of work. She
has tackled massive projects such as the Fred Schiffer photo
collection and now the Leonard Frank Photos Studio collection.
The above photo shows only a fraction of the volume of
photographs she is currently meticulously organizing. Thank
you Joice for your continued hard work!

PEOPLE & PROJECTS

throughout their 30+ years of volunteering for Hadassah. The
collection spans a period from the 1950s to the early 2000s.
There are also a number of photographs from the 1950’s and
1960’s that are particularly beautiful because of their high
quality.

Marisa Parker

DIGITIZATION ARCHIVES ASSISTANT
In May I began a contract, funded by the Irving K. Barber BC
History Digitization Program, to catalogue and digitize the
photographs from the Hadassah-WIZO Council of Vancouver
fonds. I will select, digitize, categorize and upload the
photographs, with the eventual goal of having approximately
2,000 of the 3,200 photographs accessible to the public
on the JMABC website. I have found this project incredibly
interesting as the photographs follow many of the women

©JMABC L.19784

Hadassah, a volunteer organization that promoted the
Zionist ideal through education, public health initiative, and
the training of nurses in British Mandate Palestine, was first
established in New York in 1912. The first official chapter of
the Canadian Hadassah organization was established in 1917 in
Toronto, with the first Vancouver chapter, the Lillian Freiman
Chapter, officially recognized the following year. In 1920 the
Women’s International Zionist Organization (WIZO) was
founded by Dr. Vera Weizmann, wife of Israel’s first president
Dr. Chaim Weizmann. The two organizations merged in 1921
under the combined name, Hadassah-WIZO. Hadassah-WIZO
allowed women to organize and participate in events outside
the home, making it one of the first feminist organizations to
appear on the Canadian scene.
As I am currently finishing my undergraduate degree in Art
History at the University of British Columbia, with the intent
to continue my studies and apply to Archives and Records
Management programs later this year, I am very grateful to
have this opportunity to work at the JMABC!
Prior to this position, I volunteered at the Archives for almost
a year, digitizing slides from the Dr. Irving and Phyliss Snider
fonds.

Irving Zaitzow, Alvin Narod, Joe Korbin, Stan Blank, Joey [Jampole],
Les Raphael, and Claire Adelberg, 1954. ©JMABC L.19552
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Ongoing Project

DR. IRVING AND PHYLISS SNIDER FONDS
The Dr. Irving and Phyliss Snider fonds (inclusive dates 19201990) consists of 5 metres of textual records, photographs
and artifacts comprising of approximately: 6,000 35mm travel
slides, 100 photographs, 45 videos and film reels, and 2 boxes
of textual records, ephemera and artifacts.

From 1925 until 1940, Doctors Franks and Snider practiced
dentistry, often travelling by plane, dog team or steamboat to
the outlying areas. Each fall they would catch the last steamer
out of Dawson City, travel by White Pass train to Skagway, and
then by CPR steamer to Vancouver for the winter. In 1940, Dr.
Snider became a Captain in the Canadian Army Dental Corps
for the duration of World War Two.

©JMABC L.18802

Irving Edward Snider was born in England on July 11, 1903,
and moved with his family to Vancouver by way of Australia in
1905. Snider obtained his degree in Dentistry in 1924 from the
North Pacific College (now University of Oregon in Portland)
before moving to Dawson City in 1925, where he established a
dentistry partnership with Dr. Robert Franks.

After the war, he started his own dental practice in Vancouver
where he remained for forty years. In 1947, Irving married
Phyliss Nemetz. Irving and Phyliss travelled extensively and
amassed a large collection of travel slides.
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•

Gillian and Ralph Levy - “The Girl of the Golden West” opera
in three acts by Puccini (operatic version of David Belasco’s
play); box set - 3 records (LPs, 33 rpm) and program/script.

•

Leonor Etkin - Variety of artifacts that had belonged to Izzy
Fraeme, including a suit bought at Murray Goldman’s store.

•

Eiran Harris - Two letters from the Jewish Community
Council: correspondence between Mr. D. Rome, Director of
the Jewish Public Library in Montreal and Lou Zimmerman,
Executive Director of Jewish Community Council of
Vancouver (dated June 11 and June 15, 1954); and one
letter from Alice Mallek written to David Rome on Mallek’s
Women’s Apparel letterhead (dated February 16, 1957).

•

Bea Goldberg - Financial reports and statements as well
as membership lists, from the Henrietta Szold Chapter of
Hadassah-WIZO Council of Vancouver; dates: 1994-2012.

•

Clive Kaplan - One black and white photograph (at right)
showing a group of boys including: Sidney Gurevitch,
Norton Finkelstein, Gerry Kemp, Clive Kaplan, Norm
Pawer, David Barrett, Marvin Wosk, Albert Crane.
Photograph taken in the early 1940s near Collingwood
and 37th/38th.

©JMABC L.20804

Recent Acquisitions

TRIBUTES

Allan Abraham Klenman

OCTOBER 3, 1920 - AUGUST 18, 2013
Allan Klenman, a founder of The Jewish Historical Society of
British Columbia, has died in Victoria in his 93rd year. He served
as the third president of the society for eight years from 1978
to 1986. During this term, he founded and edited The Scribe,
which has evolved into the annual historical journal of the
JHSBC. Many of the articles on the Jewish history of Victoria
were included in its pages during Klenman’s term.
Allan’s grandfather, Abraham Klenman, was a key principal
of the Wapella, Saskatchewan farm colony, which members
of that family farmed for over half a century. Postwar, Allan
worked in sales advertising for CKNW radio station of New
Westminster, and other stations, then as a realtor in Victoria.
Allan Klenman was an early advocate for the restoration
of Congregation Emanu-El of Victoria, a member of the
Restoration Committee, and a significant fundraiser for the
restoration. As a result of the committee’s work, in 1983 the
synagogue was declared a national historic site, and this year
is celebrating its 150th anniversary.
Allan Klenman in his lifetime had other widespread historical
interests, publishing books: “B.C. Centennial Medal 18581958,” “Axemakers of North America,” and “Axes Made, Found
or Sold in Canada.”
Allan was a longtime member of the society, retaining his
interest and membership up to his recent death.
Cyril E. Leonoff

MAZEL TOV

Shirley Brown, happy special birthday. Irene and Mort Dodek,
Sally Tobe
Sheldon Cherry, happy birthday. Gloria and Don Hendin
Irene and Mort Dodek, happy anniversary. Faye and Robert
Gibbs.
Ilana and Jordan Stanger-Ross, on the birth of their son, Avi.
JHS Board and staff

SPEEDY RECOVERY

Perry Seidelman. Diane and Gary Averbach, Noemi and Bill
Gruenthal, Betty and Irv Nitkin

SYMPATHY

George Weinstein, in memory of his wife, Natalie. Marcy and
Steve Babins, Noemi and Bill Gruenthal

DONATIONS

Sharon and Ed Fitch, Debby Freiman and David Schwartz, Zoe
Gropper, Kara Mintzberg, Yosef Wosk, Corinne and Phil Yacht.

CYRIL LEONOFF ENDOWMENT FUND
FOR THE JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF BC
An endowment fund in the name of Cyril Leonoff (founder of
the Jewish Historical Society of BC) has been established at
the Jewish Community Foundation. This endowment funds
supports the research, writing and publication of the story
of the Jewish people of British Columbia. Donations to the
Fund can be made directly by phoning the Jewish Community
Foundation at 604.257.5100.
CanadaHelps.org
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MYSTERY PHOTO

Do you recognize any of the people
in this photo?

BC; L.08603.

Please help us identify these members of our community.
If you know who they are, please contact us at the number
below.
Thank you to everyone who helped us identify the following
individuals in our last mystery photo (at right):
Beth Israel choir, [ca. 1953], Vancouver, BC. Back row l-r: Ed
Williams, Mrs. Miriam Norton, Ralph Fromson, Dora Williams,
Abraham Deutsch (cantor), Marie Doduck (nee Rozen), Sol
“Pucky” Pelman, Ernie Roy. Front row l-r: Elsa Toll, Freda
Genser, Dolly Moldowan, David Stockhammer (director),
Hettie Abramson, Dorothy Gelfond, Julie Gutowicz. Collection:
Congregation Beth Israel fonds; Jewish Museum & Archives of

6184 Ash Street, Vancouver, BC V5Z 3G9
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