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President’s Message

A Very Good Year!

Archives and Photos

This statement was recently made by our
archivist, Jennifer Yuhasz and, indeed,
she is quite correct. In fact, JMABC has
had more than a good year; we have had
an excellent year. Increasing numbers
of people and organizations have been
finding out about us, donating documents
and becoming volunteers. Our events
and contributions to the community are
increasing in both quantity and quality and
more and more people are attending and
taking part. The table below lists just a few
examples of how participation has boomed
this year.

The JMABC Archives houses the archival
records of BC Jewish organizations and
many families. Thanks to the success
of our recent Indiegogo campaign, we
have started the process of migrating
our digitized archival material to the far
more resilient and user-friendly archival
management system, AtoM (Access to
Memory). This material is now accessible
via our website, jewishmuseum.ca

Who We Are, What We Do,
and How We Do It
None of the above would have been
possible without our three wonderful fulltime staﬀ. We have numerous volunteers
with more and more contacting us
regularly to oﬀer their services. On many
days the oﬃce is overflowing with people
working on transcribing, proof-reading,
and digitizing our growing collections.
Our dedicated board of directors meets
regularly to plan the JMABC’s future.
Walking Tours Attendance:

119
2014

141
2015

Funding
We are a beneficiary of the Jewish
Federation of Greater Vancouver but
for ongoing funding depend on general
donations, specific donor-directed
contributions, memberships and grants
for which we are very grateful.
As a registered non-profit, the JMABC
depends on the generous support of our
members and supporters. We are very
grateful for member support for more
than 40 years and hope you will consider
renewing your membership, becoming
a member, and/or increasing your
contribution this year.

Intersections Attendance:

183 382
2014

All contributions can be sent in by phone,
mail, or email.
Publications
Our newsletter, The Chronicle continues
to provide news on an ongoing basis of the
accomplishments of our society and staﬀ.
The annual Scribe has become a much-indemand journal, so much so that we had
to print a second run of the 2013 issue to
meet demand! We continue to consider
ourselves exceptionally fortunate to have
the very talented Cynthia Ramsay, owner
and publisher of the Jewish Independent
as our editor.
Let us tell your story!
Contact us to enable your own, your
family’s or your organization’s history to
become part of our permanent records
that can be shared by many.
Perry Seidelman
President

Membership Increase:

2015

10%

Indiegogo Campaign Contributors:

Visitors to Fred Schiﬀer: Lives in
Photos:

Attendance at Lives in Photos
Exhibit Opening:

Collections Processed:

Growth in Linear Meters:

Items Digitized (thousands):

92

5

2014

Interviews Recorded:

20
2014

8

2015

36
2015

800

3

2014

Interviews Transcribed:

20
2014

11.1
2015

50
2015

250

1.9

2014

2.8
2015

Research Requests:

382 699
2014

2015
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A New
Look
for the
JMABC

This summer we are pleased to introduce a new aesthetic for the
JMABC.
Through a lengthy and productive consultation process with local web
and graphic design firm Adria Consulting, we have refined our look to
be more contemporary and unified across all media published by the
JMABC. From The Scribe to our letterhead, from our business cards
to our website, all print and web material large and small will follow
the same design guidelines, and thereby look and feel part of the same
suite.
Adria took us through an extensive brand discovery and development
process, consulting with staﬀ, board members, and volunteers to
determine the core principles that define this organization, both
in theory and in practice. Some fundamental priorities were found
to be: community, history, Jewish, innovative, and contemporary.
Equipped with this information, they devised a system that clarifies
our message and moves us forward.
It was agreed, for instance, that our archival photo collection is one of
our greatest assets that we wanted to feature prominently. Showing
oﬀ these photos, we felt, was a great way to demonstrate the breadth
of our community’s history. To complement these photos, Adria
established a library of shapes derived from the Star of David and a
palette of vibrant colours that help to attract the eye. These colours
and shapes recur through our written material as well, connecting
text to image.
We are very happy with our new look, and hope you will like it too!

New Typography

A Library of Shapes

We have adopted two typefaces, Tiempos Headline
and Founders Grotesk, for all publications. Both
come from the New Zealand-based foundry, Klim,
and work together harmoniously. Each is a modern
take on a classic style.

Derived from the Star of David, this library of asymmetric shapes
works with our colour palette to convey the vibrancy and dynamism of
our community history.

Tiempos Headline
Elegant Timeless Curves
ttt

Founders Grotesk
Handsome Lines
Open and Sparse
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A New
Look
for the
JMABC

A Fresh Colour Palette

A New Logo

We have long used colour in our publications, but in a haphazard
fashion. Our new guidelines provide us with a suite of bold and vibrant
colours that complement one another. When paired with one of our
many archival photos, these colours make our history come alive.

Our new logo brings together the shapes, colours
and typography established in our new design
guidelines. The type and shape line up to form an
abstracted Star of David.
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Exhibits & Public Programs

FRED SCHIFFER
LIVES IN PHOTOS

In one of the many rooms of the JMABC
Archives is a unique silver hardshell
suitcase, resting on the bottom shelf of
a tall metal rack of shelves. This case is
compelling for being so out-of-place among
the consistent rows of monotonous grey
archival boxes and white bankers’ boxes.
When Jennifer and I visited the archives
in spring 2013, soon after I began working
at the JMABC, this case stood out. I had
to investigate. Inside there lies a stack of
large 18” x 12” photo prints taken by Fred
Schiﬀer in Argentina in the late 1940s and
early 1950s. It was immediately clear we
had in our hands the makings of a fantastic
exhibit.
It was a long two-year process before
the public would see these images. Funds
for the project had to be raised, a venue
secured, and countless hours spent
cataloguing and digitizing thousands of
Schiﬀer images. But at every step, the
images themselves sealed the deal. When
we sent samples to potential partners, the
response was emphatic.
5

At last we opened the doors of Make
Gallery for the opening reception of Fred
Schiﬀer: Lives in Photos, on April 16,
2015. The crowd grew steadily and before
long, the room was packed, with over 250
people gathering to hear a curator’s talk
part way through the evening. Some stood
on the sidewalk outside, unable to squeeze
through the doorway into the overfilled
room. After the brief curator’s remarks,
those in attendance had the special
pleasure of hearing from Fred Schiﬀer’s
daughter, Jennifer Levine, who had
travelled from Toronto to be with us for
this event to honour her father’s memory.
Jennifer spoke about her parents’
experience acclimatizing to 1950s
Vancouver after ten years in the far more
cosmopolitan Buenos Aires. Needless
to say, it was not an easy transition, but
the sense of safety and proximity to
nature made the change worth struggling
through. The second major point of
Jennifer’s talk was the important roles
that her mother and aunt played in the

studio’s success. Olive, Fred’s wife, was the
face of the organization - the customer
relations person - and she was a master.
Her sister Renie worked with Fred in the
lab, handling much of the touch-up work
with great skill.
Lives in Photos was the first physical
exhibit that the JMABC has held in over
five years, and the opening was exactly the
kind of party one would expect to mark
such an occasion. Our partners Capture
Photography Festival and Make Gallery
helped us spread the word about this show
and reach audience members who had no
prior knowledge of our organization.
Local art critic Marsha Lederman very
generously featured Lives in Photos
among her list of six must-see exhibits
at the Capture festival - a festival that
included over 100 exhibits throughout
the Lower Mainland presenting the work
of photographers both well renowned
and emerging. The result was a fun night
that saw - as one person commented - a
convergence of Bubbies and Hipsters.

The support of Odd Society Spirits
and Legacy Liquor Store ensured that
everyone had a good time.
But that was only the beginning of a
remarkable six weeks. Two weeks later,
25 people gathered for a talk by local
photographer Tyler Udall, who illuminated
Schiﬀer’s place in the field of photography
and shared how aspects of his work can
be seen among his contemporaries and
those who came after him. A few days
later, 40 photography students from
Killarney Secondary School visited the
gallery to participate in a photography
workshop inspired by Schiﬀer’s work.
They were led through this workshop
by students of the Langara Professional
Photography Program. Finally, on May 22,
2015, the JMABC participated in ROVE, an
annual art walk through Mount Pleasant.
Seven galleries and artist studios in the
neighbourhood opened their doors to
the public, sharing their exhibits and
process. Over 250 people passed through
Make that evening, admiring Schiﬀer’s

impressive photography. Together, these
events made Lives in Photos accessible
and engaging to diverse local audiences. It
was very gratifying to see so many people
gain a new appreciation for Fred Schiﬀer
and learn about the work of the JMABC.
There are many people to thank for the
success of this exhibit. In addition to
those already mentioned, there are a
few more names to add. Don MacGregor
deserves full credit for the care and
heart he poured into a time-consuming
and precise print job. He ensured that
Schiﬀer’s prints looked their very best.
The Irving K Barber BC Digitization Grant
and Young Canada Works made it possible
for us to hire a team of skilled Archival
Assistants to digitize and process the
first 2,000 images of the Fred Schiﬀer
collection. These included Katie Harris and
Alyssa Leonoﬀ Routtenberg, assisted in
their work by countless volunteers. The
Jewish Community Foundation and the
Isaac and Sophie Waldman Endowment
Fund gave support to develop this exhibit

and the related public programming. The
City of Vancouver did the same, and also
donated the use of their video billboards
at Granville and Robson to help promote
the exhibit.
The Schiﬀer collection remains a work-inprogress. Our archives house an estimated
8,000 more Schiﬀer images that have
yet to be processed and digitized. With
continued support from our members and
funders inspired by the success of Lives
in Photos, we will be able to share many
more breathtaking examples of Schiﬀer’s
impressive talent. If you would like to
sponsor the processing of a portion of
the Schiﬀer collection, please contact the
oﬃce today at info@jewishmuseum.ca
Prints and exhibit catalogues from Lives
in Photos are still available and can be
purchased through the JMABC oﬃce.
Michael Schwartz
Coordinator of Programs and
Development
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Rededicating
Mountain
View Cemetery
Sunday, May 3 was a beautifully bright
and warm day, the perfect type of day to
celebrate the completion of a massive
three-year community project.
Since 2012, a small dedicated group has
worked to restore the long neglected
Jewish cemetery at Mountain View
Cemetery, the final resting place of
many of the founders of our community,
including Zebulon Franks, Samuel and
Maurice Gintzburger, and members of the
Grossman, Herman, and Plant Family.
Before a crowd of over 200 people,
Shirley Barnett, Chair of the Restoration
Committee, gave thanks to the many
individuals and organizations who
contributed their time and talents to
making the project a success.
City Councillor Raymond Louis gave
remarks of congratulations on behalf of
City Hall, and Rabbi Andrew Rosenblatt
shared an abbreviated version of the rites
that the community would have practiced
over 125 years ago when first dedicating
the site as a Jewish cemetery.
With speeches completed, decendents
of those buried at Mountain View were
invited to open the newly restored gates
and the crowd streamed in.
7

Inside, the headstones stood impressively,
newly cleaned and stabilized by the experts
at JB Newell Memorials, Ltd. Engravings
that just a year ago were illegibly covered
in moss and dirt were now crisp and clear,
making it possible to learn who these
people were.
All around, the old hedge looked healthier
than it has in years, and the pathways
were smooth and easily walkable, thanks
to the work of architect Bill Pechet
and landscape architect Cornelia Hahn
Oberlander. Giving the cemetery a more
ceremonial entrance, Bill and Cornelia
installed a stone plaza, complete with
benches and a matching handwashing
station and stone basin.
To enrich this experience, self-guided
walking tours prepared by the JMABC
were available. The product of many
years of research, this slim booklet
recounts the histories of 25 families and
individuals buried at Mountain View. From
Max Grossman, the inaugural editor of
the Centre Bulletin, the forerunner of
the Jewish Western Bulletin / Jewish
Independent, to Simon Petersky, who
sought his fortune opening a store in the
“Salmonopolis” of Steveston at the turn of
the 20th Century, each of these people led

fascinating lives. Stop by the JMABC oﬃce
to purchase one of these guides and get to
know these very captivating people.
As part of the rededication ceremony,
two new headstones were unveiled, one
for Baby Girl Zlotnick, and one for Otto
E. Bond, the first person buried at this
cemetery, for whom a headstone has never
previously stood. Otto only spent a few
days in Vancouver in December, 1892, but
his time here was quite the tale. You’ll have
to join one of our walking tours to learn
the details. Tours are oﬀered throughout
the summer; dates and more information
are listed on page 10. If you can’t make it to
a tour, we recommend reading some of the
profiles posted online at Admired Life.
The Mountain View Cemetery Restoration
Committee has done a remarkable job
restoring this cemetery and reinstating
community pride in this historic landmark.
We congratulate them on their great
accomplishment. It has been a pleasure
being a partner on this project, we’ve all
learned a great deal.

Admired
Life

Simon Petersky led a remarkable life. Fleeing the intolerant society
and dead-end economy of late 19th Century Russia, Simon soon found
himself among a group of young Russian immigrants establishing
the farm colony of “New Jerusalem” in territory that would later be
named Saskatchewan.
Remarkably, their farming was successful, producing a few seasons
of productive harvests. But a series of harsh winters brought
their bucolic ambitions to a close. The colony scattered and the
Petersky family relocated to Vancouver. Simon proved to be an
adept entrepreneur, growing his small business from a fruit stand
in Gastown to a large General Store in Steveston. He was among
the small group that established Temple Emanu-El, Vancouver’s
first Reform congregation, and served as the organization’s first
president.

If you would like to ensure that your family history is preserved and
available for future research, we would be happy to help you upload a
profile commemorating your family members.
This service is available for all of the cemeteries administered by
Schara Tzedeck, including their locations in New Westminster,
Surrey, and Mountain View Cemetery in Vancouver. In time, we hope
to oﬀer this service at the cemeteries administered by each of the
other local congregations.
The cost of each biographical memorial is $180 and the JMABC is
here to help you. To begin the process, or for more information,
please contact the JMABC oﬃce at:
604.257.5199
or info@jewishmuseum.ca

The Petersky family plot runs along the hedge in the Jewish section
of Mountain View Cemetery. But walking by it, you would have no way
of extrapolating this intriguing history from the row of stones.
Until now.
In partnership with the Schara Tzedek Cemetery Board and JB
Newell Memorials, Ltd., the JMABC is pleased to oﬀer the community
access to Admired Life, a website dedicated to making memorials
available online. Already, twelve such memorials are available for
community members buried at Mountain View Cemetery. So, if
you can’t make it to one of our walking tours but want to learn the
story of Louis and Emma Gold or brothers Samuel and Maurice
Gintzburger, simply stop by the cemetery, look up Admired Life
on your smartphone or tablet, and read away. Or, if the weather is
simply too hot for a walk in the cemetery, you can also access these
profiles from your home computer.
8

Exhibits In Development
An impressive corps of researchers is hard at work this summer developing a series of online exhibits for our new website. Each exhibit will
address a moment or theme in our community history, drawing from the rich sources housed in our archives and creating an opportunity for
us to seek out new contributions to the archival collection. In the coming years, we will continue to grow our collection of online exhibits so
taken as a whole, they will tell a comprehensive history of our community.
The following exhibits are tentatively scheduled to launch this coming fall:

Safe Haven (working title)
Volunteer Noah Goldenberg continues to research a new online exhibit about
the eﬀorts of our community to advocate for the rights of Soviet Jewry in the
1980s, and help settle new immigrants from the former Soviet Union and former
Yugoslavia in the 1990s.

New Ways of Living (working title)
Chanel Blouin, our Young Canada Works Museum Assistant for this
summer, has started working on an online exhibit about local Jewish
architects and landscape architects practicing in the post-war
period. Influenced by the long shadow of Frank Lloyd Wright and in
some cases educated by the exiles of the Bauhaus School, these
young architects sought to establish a distinctive regional style and
enhance city life and well-being in the built environment.

Jewish Pioneers of Victoria
Erika Balcombe, a new volunteer, has started researching an online exhibit
about the early history of Jews in Victoria. The BC gold rushes, starting in 1858,
brought with it a diverse assortment of adventurers, explores and prospectors.
While the handful of Jewish pioneers had established themselves as successful
merchants and traders from the get go, the defining moment for the Jewish
people wasn’t to happen until sometime later. The exhibit explores the stories
and events leading to the laying of the cornerstone of Congregation Emanu-El in
1863: the establishment of the Jewish community itself. Putting down roots in
this transient and frenzied frontier paved the way to a rich cultural and political
legacy.
Photos: Protesters at a rally for Soviet Jewry, outside the Vancouver Art Gallery, circa 1986. L.24733; Entrance to the new pavilion at Van Dusen Gardens, built 2011, landscaping designed by Cornelia
Oberlander; Members of the Sylvester family (and friends?) on a boat near Victoria, circa 1900. L.18528.
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Public Programs Calendar

INTERSECTIONS
Our very popular discussion series,
Intersections welcomes local experts in a
wide range of topics, engaging discussion
between our community and other ethnic
communities.

WALKING
TOURS

JUL 15
7-9 PM

Meet the pioneers who lay the foundations
of our community and helped build
Vancouver. Join one of the Jewish Museum
and Archives of BC’s trained volunteers
for an informative and highly entertaining
walk.

Year One: Looking Back,
Looking Forward

2 HOURS

with Ezra Shanken, CEO Jewish Federation
of Greater Vancouver
Ezra Shanken became CEO of Jewish
Federation of Greater Vancouver just over
a year ago. Now that he has had time to
immerse himself in our community, the
moment is right to sit down with Ezra and
get his thoughts on where we are, where
we are going, what we do best, and what
we can learn from other communities.
Dates and topics for Oct - Dec
Intersections sessions TBA

$10 per PERSON
REMINDER: If you received walking tour
passes as one of your Indiegogo perks, why
not use them this summer?

Gastown & Strathcona
Meet at 700 East Pender at the
corner of Heatley.
Sunday, July 12, 11am
Sunday, July 26, 11 am – in Hebrew!
Sunday, August 9, 11am

To stay in the loop on all our public
programs, sign up for our email newsletter,
delivered roughly once-a-month. You can
sign up at:
http://eepurl.com/BA_5f

EXHIBITS

Mountain View Cemetery
Meet at the gates to the Old Jewish
Cemetery at the northwest corner of 37th
and Fraser.
Sunday, July 12, 2 pm
Sunday, July 26, 2 pm
Sunday, August 9, 2 pm

OCT 2015 - FEB 2016

Bridges of Light
Built at the mouth of the Fraser River,
Vancouver and the surrounding cities have
always relied on bridges to move people
and goods from place to place, and in turn
keep the economy on sure footing.
Bridges of Light documents the
construction of each of the major
bridges connecting Vancouver and the
neighbouring cities.
This winter, the North Vancouver Museum
and Archives will be displaying 30 images
selected from the JMABC’s Leonard Frank
Photos Studio Collection, photos taken by
Leonard Frank and Otto Landauer.
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A Day
at the
Beach
Summertime
Selections from
the JMABC
Archives

This page: L.09596 - Sailing at Camp Hatikvah, 1972; L.22550 - English Bay,
circa 1930; L.09595 - Canoeing at Camp Hatikvah, 1971.
Opposite page: L.09400 - Camp Hatikvah, 1945; L.09628 - Playing on
the Swingset at Camp Miriam, 1979; L.17119 - Playing Badminton at Camp
Hatikvah, Crescent Beach, 1952; L.22133 - English Bay, circa 1920; L.18510
- Hiking near Victoria, circa 1900 (likely members of the Sylvester Family);
L.09324 - Relaxing on the Beach at Camp Hatikvah, Crescent Beach, circa
1945; L.13133 - Harry Seidelman in a picnic shoot-out, circa 1930.
11
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Archives
Report

I have been the archivist for the Jewish
Museum & Archives of BC for six years
now. In my time here I have seen many
changes for the JMABC. I have moved the
archives repository from the basement
and second floor of the Lubavitch building
to the 3,000 sq. foot archival repository
that now holds the JMABC Archives. I
helped move the oﬃce of the JMABC
from the JCC to the Peretz Centre, and
have packed up the permanent museum
exhibit to see it revisioned and re-used
in travelling and temporary exhibits that
have seen more attendance and have
been more successful than the permanent
museum space ever was.
Every year I have been fortunate to
receive one summer student to help with
archival processing and digitizing. Then I
started receiving two summer students.
Then I started receiving two summer
students and a fall/winter intern. This year
we had two fall/winter students and three
summer students and the amount of work
that they are accomplishing in this one
summer is amazing; it would have taken
me years to accomplish these tasks solo.
All of the work these students and
interns have done over the past years,
not to mention the countless hours of
volunteer work, has enabled the JMABC
to process and digitize archival material
making it available for research. The
more material that is made available for
research increases community awareness
of the archives thereby increasing more
archival material being donated to the
archives which in turn leads to more
13

people accessing and using the archives.
Every year we see a steady increase in
requests. 6 years ago we would see 350400 requests; this year we are over 600
requests. This year we have received more
donations of archival material; we have
processed and digitized more material; and
we have recorded and transcribed more
oral history interviews than ever before.
One new archival donation I want to
mention is actually material that, since
1957, has been housed in the BC Archives.
In 1957, Congregation Emanu-El donated
their early records to the BC Archives.
In 2012, they donated the rest of their
archives to the JMABC. At the request
of the board of Congregation Emanu-El,
the BC Archives formally deaccessioned
and transferred almost 1 metre of textual
material and microfilm (1862-1945) from
the BC Archives to the JMABC so that the
entire Congregation Emanu-El archives
can be housed together. We have already
started work on digitizing this old and
fragile material so that it can be uploaded
online for research. We will be seeking
sponsorship in the amount of $5,000 to
cover the cost of digitizing the old minute
books which cannot be digitized in-house
because they require a special book
scanner to ensure that the fragile pages
and binding are not damaged. If you are
interested in helping with this important
project, please let me know! Any amount
of funding towards this project will be very
much appreciated.
We had a very successful fundraising
Indiegogo campaign to raise funds for

a much needed new website, which will
be launched Summer 2015. This will also
include a brand-new archival software
Access to Memory (AtoM) which will enable
us, for the first time ever, to be able to
upload audio files from our oral history
collection and video files.
This is truly an exciting time for the
JMABC and I feel very fortunate to
continue to be part of this organization
and this community. We may be small, but
our eﬀect is far-reaching. Next year is
shaping up to be just as busy as this year
and I look forward to continuing to help
increase the visibility of the JMABC, and
continue to grow the archives.
Jennifer Yuhasz
Archivist

Recent
Acquisitions

Oral History
Program

Peretz Centre for Secular Jewish Culture – 19 boxes of
administrative and operational records.

Since our last publication, we have conducted twelve new oral
history interviews: Carole Abramson, Evangelos (Angie) Apostolides,
Irving Goldenberg, David Goldman, Louis Eisman, Marilyn Glazer, Joel
Herman, Carol Kline, Don MacGregor, Dave Roels, Brian Rosner, Leah
Rubin.

Norman and Marlene Franks – Zeta Beta Tau champagne flute,
Delta Phi Epsilon small ceramic mug, and a variety of community
organization pins and trophies.
Felicia Folk – 18 Tamar BBC posters (home-made, each one diﬀerent)
ca. 1965. Note: each poster is on the back of a political poster
(“Liberal times are good times, good government for all the people Harry Appleton, Joe Bryant - the only sensible alternative, the swing
is to liberals, Vancouver East - issued by Vancouver East Liberal
Association”).

Thank you to all of our oral history interviewers and to those hardworking individuals who work on oral history transcription and
proof-reading. We are always looking for more volunteers. If you are
interested in getting involved, please email:
archives@jewishmuseum.ca.

Judah and Barbara Shumiatcher – 1 book: ‘House Shumiatcher’ by
Leslie Van Duzer, photography by Michael Perlmutter; UBC | West
Coast Modern House Series, [ca. 2013].
Jewish Federation of Greater Vancouver – Five video cassettes
and 2 CDs (photographs) of local Jewish community and/or Jewish
community events, 1988-2008.
Carol Kline – 12 photographs and textual material, ca. 1928-1967.
Jewish Family Service Agency – 2 boxes of photographs, videos,
textual records, books and one oversize scrapbook.
Irene and Henry King – textual records from Richmond Delta Jewish
Community Association, ca. 1974-1976.
Jason Vanderhill – 12 original negatives, Vancouver circa 1908-1919,
including one photograph of the Rubinowitz Departmental Store.
Ronnie Tessler – cloth hanging bag to hold plastic bags, made by Lola
Apfelbaum, sold to Ronnie by Lola’s partner Regina Feldman, known
as the “Apron Ladies”.
As always, we would like to thank all of our donors for their continued
support and interest in the Nemetz Jewish Community Archives. If
you have something you would like to donate, please email:
archives@jewishmuseum.ca.

14

The
Scribe
The latest issue of our annual journal,
The Scribe was completed this spring
and mailed out to all members in good
standing. This issue focusing on the scrap
metal industry was a lot of fun to work on,
giving us a chance to get to know many
community families with very inspiring
and sometimes entertaining stories. As
editor Cynthia Ramsay remarks in her
introduction, this industry was “recycling
long before the term became widely used.”
Arriving in Canada in the early 1900s or
the years following the Second World
War, these immigrants often had minimal
knowledge of English and lacked a formal
education. They found peddling to be a
very profitable way to provide for their
families without education or language.
The only requirements were a willingness
to work hard and an ability to think fast on
your feet.
Collected here are two excerpts from this
issue of The Scribe. If you don’t have a
copy or would like additional copies, please
contact the oﬃce at: 604.257.5199
Work is underway on next year’s issue,
reporting on the clothing industry. There
is some overlap between the two issues,
and the 2013 issue on the furniture
industry, as many families who began
in peddling branched oﬀ in the second
generation into these other industries.
The 2015 issue is shaping up to be another
knockout. We’ll be sharing some exerpts
from it in the next Chronicle this fall.
If your family was active in the clothing
industry or if you are available to assist
with oral history interviews, please contact
Jennifer at: archives@jewishmuseum.ca
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Fred Swartz
Fred’s father, Morris owned Swartz Pipe Yard at Main and First Avenue from 1923.
Fred sold the property in 1969, following his father’s death in 1961. Fred recalls one
episode from the 1940s:
“He would take me down every now and then… for lunch sometimes [at] The White
Lunch [on Hastings, west of Columbia]... My father would go down there early in the
morning, six, seven o’clock in the morning, and a whole bunch of these guys were
there, all junk dealers, the peddlers… they’d have breakfast and they’d talk. Some
guy would come up and say, ‘Morris, you know something, somebody told me that
there’s a mine that’s gone bankrupt and the people who own the mine want to get
their money back out of it… Do you want to go take a look? Maybe you and I can
enter some sort of deal and I’ll sell it here in Vancouver…’
Or maybe there was a cannery or maybe there was a sawmill that’s up in the
Interior or something like that. I remember as a kid in the 1940s going down with
my dad to White Rock and there was, between the main city of White Rock and the
border, there was a sawmill and I remember my father demolishing it.”

Mark Babins
Mark arrived in Vancouver at 16 in 1978. He finished high school here and met his
future wife Yolanda (Folk). Her father Ben and uncle Izak owned Superior Scrap
Metal. Mark began working for them and eventually bought the company.
The Folk brothers came from a small Polish shtetl, Mark explains, “They sold and
bought wheat and grain, and so what was required of them as kids to help - there
everyone worked, it didn’t matter how old you were - they were weighing stuﬀ out,
weighing it and making sure it was accurate and coincidentally, that’s why they felt
so comfortable in the scrap metal business… it is one of the few businesses that
people come in with a pile of stuﬀ and walk out with money.
We kept cash on us… Every scrap metal dealer had a wad of cash in his pocket…
If a guy comes in with a truckload of metal… Most people… they’d have to weigh it
exactly… but we’d just make a deal… We’d go out to the truck - don’t let him drive in
- go to the truck… Once you show a customer some money, their eyes light up and
they forget what a good deal and bad deal is. So, you say, I’ll give you 300 bucks for
this. Three hundred dollars?... They’re thrilled. It might have been worth a thousand
dollars but they’re happy and we’re happy. The best deal is when both sides are
slightly happy or slightly unhappy… It was just a rush.”

People & Projects

Bethany
Andriulaitis

Erika Balcombe
Museum Volunteer

Archives Assistant
I am an undergraduate student majoring in history at
Simon Fraser University. During the summer of 2014 I
volunteered at the Jewish Museum and Archives of BC. It
was a wonderful learning experience and I am grateful to
be able to work here this summer.
I am currently working under the Young Canada Works
Program, uploading photographs from the Jewish
Western Bulletin fonds and the Leonard Frank Photos
Studio fonds to the new JMABC website. These two
large collections contain many unique photographs
relating to the history of the Jewish community
in British Columbia and its involvement in various
organizations. By making these photographs available
online for the public, these photographs will be able to
help enlighten researchers and others to the impact
the Jewish community has had in British Columbia and
around the world.

Erika comes to the Jewish Museum and Archives with a background and
interest in both anthropology and design. She holds a degree in Anthropology
(Museum Studies) from UBC and a Bachelor of Applied Design from Kwantlen
Polytechnic University, where she currently teaches. Her courses in design
history and design theory provide opportunities to explore the intersection
between design and anthropology in both the curriculum and through various
student events.
Her professional design experience includes commercial, high-tech and exhibit
design - highlights include Bruce Mau’s Massive Change exhibit and Electronic
Arts studios. She has most recently been involved in collaborative events
with the Museum of Vancouver related to living in dense urban spaces, namely
Urban Imprints, Happy City Machine and Neighbourmaker Challenge.
Erika hopes to bring her interest in local heritage and digital exhibitions
forward to her work on the Jewish Pioneers of Victoria online exhibit.
The challenge will be to tell a story where there is limited documentation.
Photographs from the 1850s are not common and tend to originate from only
a handful of photographers. Written accounts of this time are predominantly
from a European and American perspective and do not include the voice of
those from an oral tradition or in a “minority position”. She has uncovered
some interesting documents through the archives, namely a series of letters
written from Abraham Blackman to his brother Morris, where the trials of
brotherhood are revealed (and rehashed): business disagreements, family
politics and personal miscommunications.
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Caitlin Lindsay
Chanel Blouin
Museum Assistant
I am an MA student in Art History at The University of British Columbia from
Montreal. This summer I have the opportunity to work as a Museum Assistant
at the Jewish Museum and Archives of British Columbia thanks to the Young
Canada Works program.
For thirteen weeks I will be working to develop an upcoming online exhibition
for the new website on Vancouver architecture of the post-war era under
the direction of Michael Schwartz. I will be researching such notable figures
as landscape architect Cornelia Hahn Oberlander who has designed some of
Canada’s most iconic public spaces including the Museum of Anthropology, the
National Gallery of Canada and Robson Square. I will also examine the work
of architect Judah Shumiatcher, renowned for the masterful Shumiatcher
House, a home he built for his family in the 1970s.
I have greatly enjoyed the beginning stages of my research which has included
listening to interviews with both Oberlander and Shumiatcher, two fascinating
and inspirational figures with great senses of humour. One anecdote that I
found to be particularly amusing is that whilst in New York in his earlier years,
Judah Shumiatcher encountered Frank Lloyd Wright on television discussing
his plans for the new Guggenheim Museum. Shumiatcher, impressed by the
innovative design worked up the courage to call Wright at The Plaza who
oﬀered to meet him the next day. I look forward to learning more about
Oberlander and Shumiatcher and I will be blogging about my discoveries
throughout the summer.

Archives Assistant
I am a graduate of McGill University, with a B.A. in
History. I have always been interested in archives, and
have found the opportunity to learn more about the
archival process extremely exciting. Since October 2014,
I have been processing and digitizing various collections
for the Jewish Museum and Archives of BC. My position
with the JMABC began in the fall, when I started as an
archival volunteer. My volunteering turned into parttime work, as I accepted a contract Archives Assistant
position in January of 2015, thanks to funding from the
Diamond Foundation.
Since beginning in the fall, I have worked on a number
of diﬀerent projects, including: Royal Canadian Legion,
Shalom Branch No. 178 fonds; Nemetz family fonds;
Minnie Toft (née Toban) fonds; Bogoch family fonds;
Dr. Irving and Phyliss Snider fonds; Bernie Simpson
fonds; and, most recently, the Congregation Emanu-El
fonds. The collections range in their content and I have
found it fascinating to pour over the meeting minutes,
photographs, film footage, personal letters, government
speeches, travel slides, and much, much more while
working with the diﬀerent collections. I have felt very
lucky for the chance to work with so many diﬀerent kinds
of materials, ranging from photographs dating to the
early 1800’s to personal letters from as recently 2014.
My main task has been to digitize the contents of the
collections and upload the digitized version to the new
online database. These collections are all now available
online for research.
I will be beginning a Master’s in Archival and Library
Studies at UBC in January 2016. I have felt extremely
privileged to gain archival experience through the
JMABC. I will be leaving my position with a much deeper
understanding of archival processes and local history. It
has been a pleasure to work with the vibrant local Jewish
community. I hope that those interested in local Jewish
history will enjoy examining the digitized collections as
much as I have enjoyed working with them.
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Kelly Rovegno
Archives Assistant

Cristen Polley
Digitization Archives Assistant
I recently graduated from UBC with a Dual Masters of Library and Information
Studies and Archival Studies, and I am particularly interested in personal
and community archives. As part of my degree, I completed an oral history
class, where I was first introduced to the Jewish Museum and Archives of BC.
The class worked together with the JMABC to contribute to the oral history
program, and I had the pleasure of interviewing Helen Waldstein Wilkes. I am
very grateful to have the opportunity to apply my archival knowledge and
interest in community archives at the JMABC this summer.
Since May, I have been digitizing the Morris Soskin and Rose Hyams collection.
The collection includes approximately 276 letters written between the couple
in 1921 when Morris was living in Vancouver and Rose in Montreal. Morris and
Rose met at a Zionist meeting in Montreal, and the couple became engaged
only a few days after meeting. Since Morris had to return to Vancouver, they
kept in touch by writing letters almost daily and sometimes twice a day. They
married in Montreal July 21, 1921, and moved to Vancouver soon after. The
letters document not only Morris and Rose’s personal lives and feelings for
each other but also their experiences as members of their communities.
As I write this, I have finished digitizing Rose’s letters to Morris. What I find
fascinating about Rose’s letters is her openness and honesty. She often
expresses feelings of inadequacy as Morris’ chosen life partner, but she also
stands her ground as a woman with her own thoughts and desires. Her early
letters are joyful, curious, and sometimes cheeky as she describes visits with
friends and family and asks Morris for details on his business. Her later letters
include thoughtful descriptions of her struggle with depression, “Mr. Doom or
Dame Homesickness,” and her diagnosis and treatment.
What makes this collection particularly valuable is that both sides of the
correspondence have been preserved and donated to the archives and
can be read together as a conversation. Digitization provides online access
to high quality reproductions of the letters so that they can be viewed by
researchers now and into the future. Digitization also helps to preserve the
original letters, as the digitized copy can be accessed and the original will
receive less wear and tear. It is such a pleasure to work with the great staﬀ
at the JMABC, and I look forward to digitizing Morris’s letters in the coming
months.

I graduated from the University of Washington in 2014
with a BA in history and am currently a student at
UBC’s iSchool in the dual degree program for library and
archival studies. This summer I am completing a school
internship at the Jewish Museum and Archives of British
Columbia.
During the internship I am working on a variety of
projects including helping to develop the new website by
uploading descriptions of the oral history collection and
photographs from the fonds of Congregation Beth Israel.
Currently I am working to arrange and describe the
fonds of Ben Kopelow, an actor and producer, based out
of Vancouver, who was active in show business from the
1950’s through the early 1990’s. The Ben Kopelow fonds
also contains some material from his wife Dolly Kopelow
(née Halpern) related to her life in Vancouver in the early
1950’s.
Both of Ben and Dolly’s material has been fascinating to
process as it oﬀers a glimpse into Vancouver’s theater
scene through many photographs, production material
and correspondence kept by Ben. Of particular interest
were the records from Ben’s production company Pacific
Shows Production Limited, in which he interacted with
many interesting and entertaining showbiz personalities.
Part of the project is also to digitize and make available
many of the photographs from Ben’s fonds on the
website.
Other projects I will be working on this summer include
accessing material given to the archives by Jewish
Family Service Agency in preparation for making the
material available. I will also be digitizing photographs
from several photographers including Fred Schiﬀer and
Leonard Frank.
I am excited to be doing my internship at the Jewish
Museum and Archives of British Columbia this summer
and am very grateful to the JMABC and the iSchool
for this opportunity to get hands-on experience in the
archival field. I look forward to continuing to work on
various projects in the coming weeks.
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The Case
of the
Incomplete
Acquisition
Record
Michael “Trouble” Levi

Jewish Museum and Archive of BC BOX B0042

from the top down:

ROOM JHSBC Admin Records Case No: April/28/2015-00001

s

Acquisition record: ID 8174, Mr Boris and Mrs Eva Berger, 29
January 2003. Language English and Russian. A phone number:
(555)555-5555.4

s

Hava’s photograph.

s

Two copies of a short story - at the top of the cover page it
says “ALL RIGTHS RESERVED BY HAVA RUBINA” (the spelling
mistake is in the original). The story is about 17 pages long.

s

A genealogy of sorts. It is not immediately clear who wrote it.

s

A family tree - hand drawn.

I took a deep breath and dived in. Beneath the acquisition record was
her picture. What a dame! The kind of dame that causes the band
to lose its beat when she walks into the room. Or the bar owner to
whisper something into the ear of the pianist.

s

An original hand-written page thanking the translators of the
book into English. The thank you to the translators is written by
Eva Berger.

s

A huge manuscript follows: 422 pages, plus 3 pages of preface.

Look, I like to brag. Don’t we all? I like to talk about the cases I have
solved. And if I get one I can’t solve, it’s like walking the Appalachian
trail with a cigar stump in your left boot and no time to get it out,
you know what I mean? But this one has given me another stump.2

I hunted for clues: Who was this dame, and how did Eva Berger get
involved?

The dame was a looker, alright. She came into my life on a rainy day
- one of those days when even the ducks are looking for shelter. I
was scrounging the shelves looking for a gig, when I came across the
box. It was labeled with two yellow stickies. “Not Catalogued”, “ABC
Filing.”1 Every bone in my body screamed “stay away from this one it’s trouble!”. But what kind of noir detective would I be if I listened
to my instincts? Trouble is my middle name. (Actually its Robert, but
close enough).

Lets start with the facts. Always the best place to start. Maybe
someone reading this can solve the mystery. If you do, we’ll talk. You
do good for me, and I do good for you. That’s what my old man always
said, when he was sober.3
The back of the picture has the initial “E” and the inscription “Hava
23 yur (sic) old. 1948”
Under this photograph are two copies of a story, written by Hava
Rubina, but undated, and a very lengthy memoir, also written by
Hava. On top of the manuscript is an accession form, indicating that
the manuscript was donated to our Archives in 2003 by Mr. Boris
and Mrs. Eva Berger.
But nothing became easier after that. Here is how the items are
stored in the box (which, by the way, is labelled “not catalogued”) 19

I first checked out my pal Professor Google. She always comes
through and she owes me.5 But in this case, she shrugged and gave
me nothing. Well nothing related to this case. A tribute to Whitney
Houston by Sofia Rubina. Damn you, Youtube, another hour of my
time wasted. But I digress. Back to the documents.
The genealogy is written in English. It has entries like this: “My Grand
Parents of Mother’s side. Godel”.6
I scanned the pages looking for the names “Eva” and “Hanna”.
Based on the entry “Hava” under the heading “Mother and Fathers
Children”, I reached the first positive conclusion since this case
began.
s

The genealogy was not written by the donor, it was written by
Hava Rubina.

OK, I know that the book is written by Hava Rubina. I will quote the start of
the Cover page:
A Note from the Author, Hava Rubina.
When a person suﬀers, his comfort is found in examining the
reasons for his suﬀering.
All my many years of suﬀering have come together to engender in
me burning desire to tell about everything I have had to endure and
live through in my life. If I were not able to do this, I would probably
go out of my mind.
My success in this endeavour I leave to my readers to decide, and
trust them not to judge me harshly.
This book is dedicated to my children.
And then, added in pen:
And Grandchildren
So back to the relationship between Eva Berger and Hava Rubina. The
manuscript itself has an introduction which says that “we” came to Canada in
1970 (from Israel) as tourists, but stayed legally. The daughters were already
living in Canada. Hava tied the knot more than once, but if she was 23 in 1948,
and supposing she had children around then, it is possible that her children
were in their 20s in 1970. So lets say that Eva was 20 in 1970. She would be 53
in 2003 (when the manuscript was donated to the archives).

Notes:
1. Some initials have been changed to protect the guilty.
2. In case you are not following my attempt at a pun
here: I am stumped.
3. Ed: The writer loved his dad. He never saw him drink.
Become a detective and literary devices make a small
enemy with the truth.
4. Yes, I changed the phone number. Apparently
publishing real phone numbers is not done in pulp fiction.
But why don’t the Movie studios use a real number and
have a recording like: “Thanks for calling. You should
send your friends to see the movie”. But again, I digress.
5. I was a classmate of the Stanford Professor who
helped get Page and Brin their initial funding. The man
now has buildings named after him.
6. Godel: How appropriate, since a man named Godel
proved that it is impossible to guarantee that you can
always find the truth. If you don’t believe me, ask my
other pal, Miss W. Iki Pedia.
7. See footnote 4.

My heart raced (or did my pulse thump? I really have to cut down on coﬀee.
Doc Jones is right, damn him).
I grabbed the phone, and said “Siri, call 555-555-5555.”7 She did. Sometimes
I wonder whether I should get over Prof Google and hang out with Siri more
instead. Rats! The number was a dud. Mystery still unsolved, but I am thinking
that Eva Berger is one of Hava’s daughters.
The autobiography itself is written using several diﬀerent fonts. It all looks
typed, but with diﬀerent typewriters. I am guessing it took many years to
write. No mention that I can find of a daughter named Eva. I sip my scotch.
Nothing.
Although the first page after the introductory page says “My fate and life”,
there are very few other chapters. And the ones that I have found simply say
“Chapter II”, “Chapter III” and so on. I have spent some time digging into the
manuscript, but so far I have drawn a blank.
I am hoping that someone out there can help me solve this case.

Editors Note:
Although this article is written in a light-hearted manner,
this is not meant to diminish the sadness and poignancy
of the manuscript itself. Hava herself says that she had
a diﬃcult and tragic life, and, for her, all her suﬀering
gave her “a burning desire to tell everything that I have
had to endure and live through in my life.” Her story is
not forgotten: we have preserved it in our wonderful
archives, and it will always be available to anyone who
wishes to read it. If you can help us solve the biographical
question, we will add this to the material for future
readers.
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Tributes

IN RECOGNITION

WITH SYMPATHY

WITH APPRECIATION

Iris Dayson, in honour of her special birthday.
Noemi and Bill Gruenthal

Jana Abramson, in memory of her mother.
Betty Nitkin

Karen Bichin.
Jennifer Yuhasz

Bill Gruenthal, in honour of his 80th birthday.
Gary Averbach, Norman Chess, Sara Ciacci,
Shirley and Ted Cohn, Lois and Walter
Gumprich, JMABC Board and staﬀ, Shelley
and Perry Seidelman, Stacey and Brian
Szeplabi, Jemima Stein and David Zack

Gordon Brandt, in memory of his
grandfather Jozef.
Betty Nitkin

Alisa Franken.
Elana Bick

Cyril Leonoﬀ, in honour of his 90th birthday.
JMABC Board and staﬀ, Shelley and Perry
Seidelman, Ronnie Tessler
Susan Lipsett, for her very special birthday.
Noemi and Bill Gruenthal
MAZEL TOV
Matija Erceg and Family, on the birth of his
son.
JMABC staﬀ
Sharon and Ed Fitch, on the birth of their
granddaughter, Lily. JMABC Board and staﬀ
Chris Friedrichs, on the birth of his
granddaughter.
JMABC Board and staﬀ, Noemi and Bill
Gruenthal
Barbara Pelman, on her mother’s 99th
birthday.
JMABC Board and staﬀ
Yael and Ilan Pilo, on the birth of their new
baby girl.
Noemi and Bill Gruenthal
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Rea Flamer, in memory of her mother,
Pearlie Stein.
Ann Ehrcke and Michael Levy
Dorothy Grad and Family, in memory of her
husband, Irving.
Gary Averbach, Marcy Babins, Noemi and
Bill Gruenthal, JMABC Board, Ellen and
Barrie Yackness
Doris and Gordon Katz-Nelson, in memory of
his mother, Edith.
Irene and Mort Dodek
Estelle and Phil Sanderson and Family, in
memory of her mother, Mary. JMABC Board
and staﬀ
Neri and Aron Tischler, in memory of Bluma
Tischler. Sue and Lee Cohene
Molly Winston, in memory of her grandfather,
Frank Margolek. JMABC staﬀ
Debbie Zbarsky, in memory of her mother,
Lamie.
Betty Nitkin

Rachel Levy.
Jennifer Yuhasz
For their generous assistance in making
possible our exhibit, Fred Schiﬀer: Lives in
Photos, we would like to thank: Evangelos
Apostolides; Darren Bernhaerdt; Trevor
Code; Jennifer Levine; Don MacGregor;
Wendy Oberlander; Catharine O’Brien-Bell;
Klodyne Rodney; Dave Roels; Kim SpencerNairn and Meredith Preuss; Katie Stewart,
Caesar Banares, Jonathan Bell-Etkin, and
the whole team at Make; Matthew Thiessen;
and Tyler Udall.
Michael Schwartz
SPEEDY RECOVERY
Irene Dodek.
Miryam Filosof

DONATIONS
Byron Aceman, Gary Averbach, Hildy and
Jeﬀrey Barnett, Shirley Barnett, Elliot
Belkin, Sandra and Len Bobroﬀ, David
Bogoch, Irene and Mort Dodek, Leonor Etkin,
Janet York and Sam Feldman, The Estate
of Sherold Fishman, Marlene and Norman
Franks, Debby Freiman, Jack Fugman,
Ross Geddes, Dora Golden, Noemi and Bill
Gruenthal, Glenda and Arthur Guttman,
Chela and David Herman, Jukebox Printing,
Andy Krieger, Jeannette Marie Leduc,
Bob Markin, Joice Myers, Nadia Ognistoﬀ,
Claire Petersky, Eleanor Boyle and Harley
Rothstein, Perry Seidelman, Anita and
Arnold Silber, Bernie Simpson,

Cynthia Singer, Deborah Sutton, Sally Tobe,
Bill Weaver, Yosef Wosk, Susie and David
Zacks
NEW MEMBERS
Linda Arato, Michael Averbach, Rodney
Benson, Marcia DuMont, Bea Goldberg,
Evelyn and Irving Goldenberg, Mark James,
David Kaplan, Frank and Freda Kaplan,
Irene and Henry King, Richard Kurland,
Donald Luxton, Shari Menzel, Cyndi and
Max Mintzberg, Rabbi Dan Moscovitz, Lynne
Oreck-Wener, Joyce Ozier, Sheila Romalis,
Jemima Stein, Bill Weaver

TRIBUTE CARDS
JMABC Tribute Cards are the perfect way to
mark a special occasion or send your wishes
to a friend during a happy or diﬃcult time.
Chose from a wide selection of archival
photos celebrating the diverse history of our
community.
Donations of any amount are welcome.
For more information, contact us at:
604.257.5199 or info@jewishmuseum.ca
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Mystery Photo

Thank you to everyone who helped
us identify the Habonim members
featured in last issue’s Mystery
Photo, pictured at left. This photo
was taken circa 1949 and features:
Back row (l to r): Joe Zabensky
(now Zeev), Jack Segal, Frank Segal,
Eva Slozberg, Allan (Geli) Gelfond,
Louis (Yehudah) Baltman, Blossom
Gurevich, Joe Baruch, Shirley
Gurevich (Sarah Ehrmann), Mitch
Slozberg. Front row (l-r): possibly
Merle Turner, Saul (Solly) Parker,
Mary Yanovitch (married Tobin),
Jean Levit (married Cohen), Ben
Pawer. JMABC; L.24623.

Do you recognize any of the men
in the photo above? This photo
was taken at the Annual Stag of
the Concordia Club in Vancouver
in March, 1928. If you know who
any of these men are, or have any
information about the Concordia
Club, we’d be very interested to
hear it. Please contact the oﬃce at:
604.257.5199

