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Recent Publications

In September 2015, University of Manitoba Press published Holocaust

Survivors in Canada: Exclusion, Inclusion, Transformation, 1947-1955 by

Adara Goldberg.

“In the decade after the Second World War, 35,000

Jewish survivors of Nazi persecution and their depen-

dants arrived in Canada. This was a watershed

moment in Canadian Jewish history. The unprece-

dented scale of the relief effort required for the sur-

vivors, compounded by their unique social, psycho-

logical and emotional needs challenged both the

established Jewish community and resettlement

agents alike.”

Holocaust Survivors in Canada “highlights the immigration, resettlement

and integration experience from the perspective of Holocaust survivors and

those charged with helping them. The book explores the relationships

between the survivors, Jewish social service organizations and local Jewish

communities; it considers how those relationships – strained by disparities

in experience, language, culture and worldview – both facilitated and

impeded the ability of survivors to adapt to a new country.

“Researched in basement archives, as well as at Holocaust survivors’

kitchen tables, Holocaust Survivors in Canada represents the first compre-

hensive analysis of the resettlement, integration and acculturation experi-

ence of survivors in early postwar Canada. Goldberg reveals the challenges

in responding to, and recovering from, genocide – not through the lens of

lawmakers, but from the perspective of ‘new Canadians’ themselves.”

For more information, visit uofmpress.ca.

A History of Antisemitism in Canada by Ira Robinson (Wilfrid Laurier

University Press, August 2015) “gives readers the tools to understand why
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antisemitism is such a controversial subject. It

acquaints readers with the ambiguities inherent in the

historical relationship between Jews and Christians

and shows these ambiguities in play in the unfolding

relationship between Jews and Canadians of other

religions and ethnicities. It examines present relation-

ships in light of history and considers particularly the

influence of antisemitism on the social, religious and

political history of the Canadian Jewish community.”

The book “builds on the foundation of numerous studies on antisemitism in

general and on antisemitism in Canada in particular, as well as on the growing

body of scholarship in Canadian Jewish studies. It attempts to understand the

impact of antisemitism on Canada as a whole and is the first comprehensive

account of antisemitism and its effect on the Jewish community of Canada.

The book will be valuable to students and scholars not only of Canadian

Jewish studies and Canadian ethnic studies but of Canadian history.”

More can be found at wlupress.wlu.ca.

More than Just Games: Canada and the 1936 Olympics

by Richard Menkis and Harold Troper was published

by University of Toronto Press, Scholarly Publishing

Division in 2015.

“Held in Germany, the 1936 Olympic Games sparked

international controversy. Should athletes and

nations boycott the games to protest the Nazi regime?

More Than Just Games is the history of Canada’s

involvement in the 1936 Olympics. It is the story of

the Canadian Olympic officials and promoters who were convinced that

national unity and pride demanded that Canadian athletes compete in the

Olympics without regard for politics. It is the story of those Canadian ath-

letes, mostly young and far more focused on sport than politics, who were

eager to make family, friends and country proud of their efforts on Canada’s
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behalf. And, finally, it is the story of those Canadians who led an unsuccess-

ful campaign to boycott the Olympics and deny Nazi Germany the propa-

ganda coup of serving as an Olympic host.”

* * *

Also in 2015, University of Toronto Press, Scholarly Publishing Division,

with Osgoode Society for Canadian Legal History, published David Fraser’s

Honorary Protestants: The Jewish School Question in Montreal, 1867-1997.

“When the Constitution Act of 1867 was enacted,

Section 93 guaranteed certain educational rights to

Catholics and Protestants in Quebec, but not to any

others. Over the course of the next century, the

Jewish community in Montreal carved out an often-

tenuous arrangement for public schooling as ‘hon-

orary Protestants,’ based on complex negotiations

with the Protestant and Catholic school boards, the

provincial government and individual municipali-

ties. In the face of the constitution’s exclusionary

language, all parties gave their compromise a legal form which was frankly

unconstitutional, but unavoidable if Jewish children were to have access to

public schools. Bargaining in the shadow of the law, they made their own

constitution long before the formal constitutional amendment of 1997 final-

ly put an end to the issue.”

In Honorary Protestants, Fraser “presents the first legal history of the

Jewish school question in Montreal. Based on extensive archival research, it

highlights the complex evolution of concepts of rights, citizenship, and

identity, negotiated outside the strict legal boundaries of the constitution.”

* * *

And, in 2015, University of Toronto Press, Scholarly Publishing Division,

published Kensington Market: Collective Memory, Public History and

Toronto’s Urban Landscape by Na Li.

“Since the beginning of the 20th century, Toronto’s Kensington Market

Recent Publications
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neighbourhood has been home to a multicultural

mosaic of immigrant communities: Jewish,

Portuguese, Chinese, South Asian, Caribbean and

many others. Despite repeated transformations, the

neighbourhood has never lost its vibrant, close-knit

character.”

Kensington Market “explores both the market’s

dynamic history and the ways in which planners can

access the intangible collective memory that helps

define neighbourhoods like it around the world. Through examinations of

memorable Kensington landmarks such as the Kiev Synagogue, Hyman’s

Bookstore and United Bakers Dairy Restaurant, Li traces the connections

between the market’s built environment and the experiences of its inhabi-

tants, providing a sterling example of how to map the intangible value of

this national landmark.”

* * *

In 2014, Religion in the Public Sphere: Canadian Case

Studies, edited by Solange Lefebvre and Lori G.

Beaman, was published by University of Toronto

Press, Scholarly Publishing Division.

“The place of religion in the public realm is the sub-

ject of frequent and lively debate in the media,

among academics and policymakers, and within

communities.” In this edited collection, Lefebvre and

Beaman “bring together a series of case studies of

religious groups and practices from all across Canada that reexamine and

question the classic distinction between the public and private spheres.

“Religion in the Public Sphere explores the public image of religious groups,

legal issues relating to “reasonable accommodations” and the role of reli-

gion in public services and institutions like health care and education.

Offering a wide range of contributions from religious studies, political sci-

ence, theology and law, Religion in the Public Sphere presents emerging new
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models to explain contemporary relations between religion, civil society, the

private sector, family and the state.”

For information on all of U of T’s publications, visit utppublishing.com.

Canadian Jewish Studies / Études juives canadiennes is an interdisciplinary

and peer-reviewed journal about the Canadian Jewish experience.

Published annually since 1993 by the Association for

Canadian Jewish Studies, it is an open-access journal

available for free on its website (acjs-aejc.ca) and in

print form to members of the association. Its editors

are Dr. David Koffman at York University and Dr.

Stephanie Schwartz at Concordia University.

Volume 23 (2015) includes articles by Lillooet

Nordlinger McDonnell (“Hannah Director: Jewish

Pioneer, Chairman of the School Board”), Peter J.

Usher (“Removing the Stain: A Jewish Volunteer’s

Perspective in World War Two”), Monda Halpern (“‘Are You People Jewish?’

The Mistaken Identity of Mary Rosenblatt in the 1952 Harry Lee Murder

Case”) and Zelda Abramson (“From Rags to Comfort: Women Holocaust

Survivors Rebuilding Lives in Montreal, 1947-1958”).

It also includes several articles in its The Archives Matter section, as well as

numerous book reviews. For more information, visit cjs.journals.yorku.ca.

Raincoast Jews: Integration in British Columbia by Lillooet Nordlinger

McDonnell was published by Midtown Press in 2014.

“This book explores the lives and contributions of five leading Jews living

in British Columbia between 1860 and 1970. Cecelia Davies [Sylvester],

Hannah Director, Leon Koerner, Harry Adaskin and Nathan Nemetz are

memorable for their contributions which shaped communities in British

Columbia. Each chapter focuses on their particular achievements and
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struggles in different fields and different eras.”

The chapter on Davies “offers a look at Victoria’s

early Jews and the influence she achieved through

her charity work.” Director “overcame subtle resist-

ance to become head of the school board in Prince

George” and Koerner, a refugee from Czechoslovakia

during the Second World War, “came to Canada dur-

ing a period when the country was reticent to accept

Jewish immigrants. He settled in Vancouver and his

name is associated with the lumber industry, charity and progressive stan-

dards of work safety.” Adaskin “trained at the music conservatory in

Toronto and went on to join the Hart House String Quartet and was known

for popularizing classical music in Canada”; he also started University of

British Columbia’s School of Music. Nemetz achieved much in the field of

law, and was the first Jewish chief justice of British Columbia.

“Through a historical lens, these individuals are examined in detail with

particular emphasis on how their Jewish heritage shaped their professional

legacies and contributions to Canadian society.”

This book is distributed by Sandhill Book Marketing, sandhillbooks.com.

The last volume in a history of Quebec’s Le Devoir

newspaper through its editorials over the period

1910-1963 – mainly as a means to understand the 

evolution of political ideologies inside Canada and

Quebec – was published by Septentrion in 2014.

Three previous volumes were published from 2010 to

2013 for the periods associated with Henri Bourassa

(1910-1932), Georges Pelletier (1932-1947) and Gérard

Filion (1947-1963).

In the 2014 publication, À chacun ses Juifs: 60 éditoriaux pour comprendre la

position du Devoir à l’égard des Juifs (1910-1947), Pierre Anctil examines the
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newspaper’s editorial view of the Montreal Jewish community and Judaism

in general.

“Of the 200 editorials devoted entirely or partially to the Jewish presence in

Montreal, antisemitism in Germany and the Holocaust, 60 were retained

and reproduced in full, in addition to being discussed. In reading these

texts, one can perceive the disorder and confusion of editorial writers

regarding the place of the modernity that is gradually asserting itself in

French Canada at the same there is emerging a social project based on new

forms of social solidarity.”

For more information about this French-language book, visit

septentrion.qc.ca.

When the Koffler Centre for the Arts – administrators of the Helen and

Stan Vine Canadian Jewish Book Awards – announced the suspension of

the CJBA in fall 2014, the Canadian Jewish Literary Awards stepped in to

fill the void.

The 2015 literary award winners were announced on October 18 at York

University in Toronto. They were:

• Novel: Nora Gold, Fields of Exile (Dundurn Press)

• Scholarship: James A. Diamond, Maimonides and the Shaping of the Jewish

Canon (Cambridge University Press)

• Biography/memoir: Alison Pick, Between Gods: A Memoir (Doubleday

Canada)

• History: Joseph Hodes, From India to Israel: Identity, Immigration and the

Struggle for Religious Equality (McGill-Queen’s University Press)

• Youth literature: Suri Rosen, Playing with Matches (ECW Press)

• Poetry: Robyn Sarah, My Shoes Are Killing Me (Biblioasis)

• Holocaust literature: Beverley Chalmers, Birth, Sex and Abuse: Women’s
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Voices Under Nazi Rule (Grosvenor House)

• Short fiction: Mireille Silcoff, Chez l’Arabe (House of

Anansi)

• Yiddish: Ruth Panofsky, The Collected Poems of

Miriam Waddington: A Critical Edition (University of

Ottawa Press)

For more information on the awards, visit cjlawards.ca.
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ARCHIVIST’S REPORT

I hope you enjoyed this edition of The Scribe. As in previous years, this

year’s journal, focusing on the clothing industry, has been a long-term

labour of love for the Jewish Museum and Archives of British Columbia.

Beginning with research and interviews undertaken in 2003, thanks to

funding from Young Canada Works, this edition has been more than a

decade in the making. While Young Canada Works student Leora Raivich

did many of the initial interviews herein, interviews stretched back to as

early as 1976, when JMABC founder Cyril Leonoff interviewed Sam Zack.

The mantle was taken up again in 2015, with board and committee members

interviewing current retailers, now-retired retailers and family members

alike. We even turned some past interviewees into interviewers to get an

insider’s taste of the retail industry. With more than 25 interviewees, the

2015 Scribe is our widest ranging yet.

The Scribe continues to be an exemplary showing of the items we have at

the JMABC archives. While some photographs from the City of Vancouver

Archives were used, the overwhelming majority of images and all of inter-

views came from within our own collections, or were lent to us by generous

community members. In the course of preparing this year’s Scribe, we also

received many donations, materials that we have been able to include in

the journal.

I would like to say a special thank you to former JMABC archivist Jennifer

Yuhasz, who worked on this edition of The Scribe even as she began her new

position as city archivist for Richmond. And thank you, of course, to

Cynthia Ramsay, who, in addition to her editing and organizing duties, also

was tasked with inducting me, as the new archivist at the JMABC, into the

workings of the publication committee and The Scribe.
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Archives Update

This past year has been especially busy at the JMABC offices. In September

2015, I joined the team as the archivist for the B.C. Community Archives,

while Jennifer took her leave. Personnel hasn’t been the only change at the

JMABC though. In 2014, we successfully fundraised for a new website,

which includes an online archives database, and both the website and the

database are well used already – and we are adding to them daily.

Our other programs continue to flourish, with students working on digitiz-

ing collections, volunteers conducting and then transcribing oral history

interviews, and donations to the archives being processed. Research

requests continue to pour in, and our materials are being used by everyone

from family members to students to historians. Public awareness and

engagement has increased with our revitalized and expanded online pres-

ence and the use of material from the archives in various public programs.

New Acquisitions

In 2015, the JMABC saw a total of 20 donations, with collections ranging in

size from a couple of photographs to dozens of boxes. Some highlights

include:

• Mountain View Cemetery Restoration Committee: in 2013, the Schara

Tzedeck Cemetery board began a committee to restore the Jewish section of

Mountain View Cemetery and, on May 3, 2015, the Jewish cemetery was

rededicated.

• Temple Sholom, Vancouver’s Reform synagogue: materials going back to

the congregation’s formation in 1964.

• Gerald Lecovin: travel letters, photographs and clippings of his published

articles.

• Murray Goldman: photographs, advertisements and other material from

Murray Goldman, longtime owner of Murray Goldman men’s fashion, as
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well as Boys’Co and other Vancouver-area retailers.

• Congregation Emanu-El: minute books and other records dating as far

back as 1862, when the congregation was first formed in Victoria.

• Peretz Centre for Secular Jewish Culture: 19 boxes of administrative and

operational records from the Peretz School, which is now the Peretz Centre.

The JMABC is extremely grateful to all of its donors. This generosity allows

us to develop and continue to be a valuable resource for researchers around

the world. In order to preserve the history and memory of the Jewish expe-

rience in British Columbia, we welcome and collect archives from people of

all walks of life, with different backgrounds and experiences. We also collect

archival material from organizations and businesses. Please contact us if

you wish to make a donation.

Research

The JMABC provides research services. We respond to email, mail and

phone requests, as well as accommodate in-house researchers. We have

even been known to have research requests through social media. Our users

include professional writers, the media, students, genealogists, fellow

archival institutions and members of the Jewish and general communities.

This year saw 583 research requests, and countless people helped in their

searches. With our online database, we’re now tracking new statistics, and

we can see that public awareness and use of the archives continues to grow.

Oral History Program

The Jewish Historical Society of British Columbia (JHSBC) has been inter-

viewing community members since 1968 and, to date, has recorded approxi-

mately 750 interviews. Today, the JMABC continues to record new inter-

views and transcribe previous interviews. In 2015, with a total of 49 inter-

views, we beat the record we set in 2003. This was made possible by our

partnerships with two schools.

Archivist’s Report
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Continuing 2014’s program, we again partnered with the University of

British Columbia School of Library, Archival and Information Studies

(SLAIS) class Theory and Practice of Oral History. These students completed

15 interviews on our behalf, some of which you’re sure to see in upcoming

editions of The Scribe.

Another 11 interviews were contributed by two graduate students in the

University of Victoria’s public history program – Alissa Cartwright and

Caitlin Findlay – who interviewed community members in support of their

exhibit Sacred Sites: Dishonour and Healing.

Interviewees in 2015 included Carole Abramson, Sarah Adams, Evangelos

Apostolides, Esther and Jed Blumes, Rabbi Harry Brechner, Cathy Bregman,

Boris Chenkis, Louis Eisman, Yoel Farzan, Ed Fitch, Sally Flader, Erika

Gerson and Katherine Gerson, Marilyn Glazer, Myer Goldberg, Reita

Goldberg, Irving Goldenberg, David Goldman, Michael Goldstein, Lois

Gumprich, Walter Gumprich, Barbara Halparin, Nancy Halpern, Joel

Herman, Henry and Irene King, Carol Kline, Alex Kliner, Gerald Lecovin,

Sharon Lewin and Ed Lewin and Karen Cohen, Jocy Lowy and Richard

Lowy, Don MacGregor, Brigitte McKenzie, Anne Melul, Isa Milman, Muriel

Morris, Bill Pechet, Geoff Perkins, David Roels, Brian Rosner, Susan Roy,

Leah Rubin, Judah Shumiatcher, Jordan Stanger-Ross, Charlayne Thornton-

Joe, Marnie Tritt, Joy Wilkins, David Zack, and Jeff Zilberman.

Archival Processing and Digitization

In 2015, we were fortunate enough to receive grant funding for several new

projects:

• Digitization of the Morris Soskin and Rose Hyams collection, received

through Young Canada Works.

• Phase 1 of database migration from PastPerfect to Access to Memory (A to

M) on our new website, received through Young Canada Works. 

• Phase 2 of database migration from PastPerfect to Access to Memory (A to
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M) on our new website, received through the Diamond Foundation. 

Processing of the following projects was completed this year: 

• B’nai B’rith fonds

• Nemetz family fonds

• Minnie Toft Fonds

• Congregation Emanu-El fonds

• Bogoch family fonds

• Shalom Legion No. 178 fonds

Finding aids as well as digitized documents and photographs are now avail-

able on the JMABC website, archives.jewishmuseum.ca.

Conclusion

The B.C. Community Archives could not do all of this work without the gen-

erosity not only of our sponsors and donors, but our volunteers. This year,

our volunteers logged a total of 1,736 hours, more than ever before. Thank

you to all of the volunteers for all your hard work and dedication. 

Alysa Routtenberg, Archivist 

Jewish Museum and Archives of British Columbia



  




