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Museum Gift Shop: Update
Our museum gift shop is expanding in June and we are inviting our
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selling and get 25% off all orders. Some other stock including jewelry
will be 50-75% off. We have a number of wonderful items for gifts
for Rosh Hashanah and Chanukah. You can order them in advance
and not pay the HST. We are also planning to introduce an internet
gift shop this summer that will include fine art and a larger range of
items that we couldn’t fit in our museum shop.

SAVE THE DATE
Sunday, May 30th
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm
JHSBC Members receive 25% off
all gift shop items

Co-Vice Presidents
Lani Levine
Chris Friedrichs
Secretary
Debby Freiman
Treasurer/Past President
Bill Gruenthal

The CHRONICLE

Historian Emeritus
Cyril Leonoff
Shirley Barnett
Carole Fader
Ed Fitch
Sharon Fitch
Norman Gladstone
Gillian Levy
Phyllis Moscovich
Perry Seidelman
Shael Smith
Linda Tenenbaum
Catherine Youngren
Cheryl Rimer, JGIBC representative

Metal, glass and gemstone
Mezuzah necklace

Silver-plated candlestick set

On the Cover:
ORT Schools photos from United Jewish Appeal (UJA), young
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fonds. Source: Samuel and Mona Kaplan; Jewish Museum &
Archives of BC; L. 14066

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
By Gary Averbach, President
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome back our
Executive Director, Laura Moodie after enduring several
months of cancer treatments. She looks healthier than
a year ago and has brought back a special energy to the
museum and archives that she is known for.
I am proud to announce that our exhibit hall will undergo
its first major change since the opening of the museum.
We will be opening the Irene Dodek Oral History Listening
Area by late spring to honour Irene Dodek and her contribution to the preservation of Jewish culture through the
oral history program. Three listeners at one time will now
be able to choose from hundreds of different oral history
interviews.
I am hoping that this will encourage more people to take
on the task of interviewing or being interviewed. Be sure
to watch our website for news of the opening of this very
special area in honour of one of our most loyal volunteers
and one of the founding members of the Jewish Historical
Society of British Columbia. Many thanks to Dr. Arthur
and Judith Dodek for their thoughtful donation that will
make this project a reality.

a larger facility. Our archives are growing and this relocation is the first of many initiatives to ensure the preservation of our community’s history. I would like to extend
a thank you to the Snider Foundation, Sheila Nemetz,
William Nemetz investments, the Alvin Nemetz Foundation and Dayhu Investments for their support in the archives move. Thank you to Joel Barnett, Shael Smith, Lani
Levine, Bill Gruenthal and Jennifer Yuhasz for their help
in organizing the move. And a very special thank you to
Shirley Barnett, without which the archives move would
not have been possible.
Lastly, all of this news that I am sharing with you could
not have been possible without the help of our volunteer
Board and committee members. There are exciting new
projects underway this year and we have new committees
that we need people to join. If anyone is interested in joining our membership committee, our fundraising committee or our marketing committee, I encourage you to contact staff at 604-257-5199.
On behalf of the Board of Directors, I would like to wish
you a chag Shavuot sameach.

Speaking of the website, you may have noticed that ours
has changed in the last month. The new site now includes
an events calendar, 540 photographs from the Nemetz
Jewish Community Archives, audio excerpts from our Oral
History Collection, and opportunities to upload and share
your own content to the site. An online gift shop will be
launched in the next few months. Thank you to Lloyd Baron, Website Project Coordinator, Steve Burton, Web Designer and JHS staff for their hard work in building the
new website.

I am also pleased to announce that after many months of
planning, we are in the process of moving our archives to

New Jewish Community Centre founders M. Saltzman, White, and
Aceman, 1963. Jewish Western Bulletin fonds. Photographer: Franz
Lindner; Jewish Museum & Archives of BC; L.11542
Currently on display in the Jewish Community Centre Sadie Diamond
Rotunda.
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I’d also like to extend thanks to Michael Schwartz for his
services with helping to prepare the exhibit Home Away
from Home: Building Identity and Community at Jewish
Summer Camps. We were so fortunate to find Michael
at just the right time. The opening of the camps exhibit
was a great success. Thank you to everyone who contributed their time and financial support to the project. If you
haven’t had a chance to visit the exhibit yet, I encourage
you to come and explore the show, which will be on display until early October.
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT
By Laura Moodie, Executive Director
After several months of absence, I have returned to work
with a new vigor and vitality. I have set a list of priorities,
at the top of which is research for future exhibits. There
are currently two major research projects that I would like
our members to know about. The first is the history of Jewish education in British Columbia and the second is the
Jewish population of New Westminster. I am inviting anyone reading this newsletter to think about how they can
be involved in these projects.
As you know, the Jewish
Museum and Archives collects, preserves and presents the history of Jewish
life for the entire province
of British Columbia. The
Museum celebrated its
third anniversary recently and over those years
presented a number of
high-quality
temporary
exhibits. Only one exhibit, Vancouver: Bridging its
History was completed in
house by staff and is currently being rented out to
Simon Fraser University’s
Teck Gallery at their Harbour Centre Campus.

We are asking our members to contribute to our research
by spreading the word about what we are currently looking for. Our first request is for names of current or past
New Westminster residents or their relatives. We hope to
identify photographs of homes, businesses and individuals from all eras. Documents and photographs that might
seem commonplace or insignificant to you might be akin to
finding the treasure found in King Tut’s tomb to us. A simple
photograph can lead a researcher on a quest that has the
potential to be the impetus to create an exhibit or book.
The museum’s job is to
find evidence, analyze
its content and biases,
corroborate it with other
evidence, and use the
end product to develop
an interpretation of local
Jewish history that has
some importance to the
present.
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In historical research, primary resources are the
most sought after. These
are first hand accounts of
information. Finding and
assessing primary historiJewish mercantile businesses, Columbia St., New Westminster, B.C.
cal data is an exercise in
1975. Jewish Museum & Archives of BC; L.00357
detective work – it really
In order for staff to conisn’t that much different
tinue to plan exhibits, we will always need help with the from the popular television CSI’s. We both solve mysterresearch portion of the exhibit. We are making extra ef- ies but our work doesn’t include fast-moving action, danforts now to document the British Columbia communities ger and blood spatter (usually). Some examples of primabeyond Vancouver. This summer we are introducing walk- ry sources are: photographs, personal diaries, eyewitness
ing tours about Victoria’s Jewish community and have a accounts of events, and oral histories.
traveling exhibit that will transverse Vancouver Island. A
major research project is just getting underway to collect The Archives operates a very intensive oral history proinformation about the Jewish history of New Westminster. gram and currently has over 700 individual interviews.
We will be offering a walking tour and a future exhibit We are always looking for those wishing to interview or be
about that city.
interviewed to add to our collection.
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We are also encouraging researchers to write about the
history of the Jewish population in British Columbia and
hope that they will publish their work in our annual journal The Scribe. The historical research carried out by museum staff and volunteers will be collected from libraries,
museums, archives and individuals and should provide
fodder for future researchers to analyze and write about.

Our researchers and volunteers require the ability to use
logic, intuition, persistence, common sense and tact. Our
research takes us to archives, museums, cemeteries, libraries and people’s homes to locate primary source material.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Historical research requires patience, insight, and imagination as well as diligence and the right tools. Often primary sources present conflicting evidence and it is our
duty to locate factual and interpretive information that
can help resolve or illuminate those differences.
Many encyclopedias, dictionaries, handbooks, school and
club memorabilia and chronologies can also provide information to round out our interpretations and ground them
in fact.
Secondary sources of
information are records
or accounts prepared by
someone other than the
person, or persons, who
participated in the event.
Secondary resources can
be very useful in giving us
a grasp on a subject and
can provide extensive bibliographic information for
delving further into a research topic.

of our projects by donating your time or your documentation. Please be sure to let us know if you find anything that
relates to your life in British Columbia – a photo, a document, a badge, button, clothing that represents a Jewish
school, camp, organization, business, religious organization – please let us take a look at it. Other reminders of
Jewish history may be much less obvious.
For example, you may have a piece of furniture which, if
purchased in Vancouver between the 1940’s and 1960’s
may have originated from
one of the many stores
operated by local Jewish
families.
A future exhibit is going
to bring stories of Vancouver’s former furniture
businesses alive and
we would like to find examples of furniture from
these origins.
Please think of us when
you are getting ready for
your next move or garage
sale and spend a minute
thinking – is this something I should show to the
Jewish Museum and Archives first? Who knows,
you just might go down in
history!
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The purpose of any type
of documentary evidence
is to record and demon- Royal City Hadassah, Installation of Officers luncheon at Maisie Margustrate the importance lius’ home. New Westminster, 1949. Jewish Museum & Archives of BC;
of an event, person or L.00236
place. A photo acts as a
document that will often Back: Meta Zalkowitz (Mrs. Jacob); top row, l-r: Esther Lest, Miss Low
(sisters), Fran Panar, Eva Tobin, Betty (Mrs. D.) Obtover, Rose Markell
contain a snapshot of an (?) (Mrs. Harry), Ruth Zack; middle row: Sonia Panar, Mrs. Rice(?), Dina
experience or event. A Zack, Gerry Biely, Bessie Waterman, Mrs. Teitelbaum, Dina Messe (Mrs.
photograph is a tangible J.); bottom row: Maisie Maruglius, Bess Panar, Babs Cohen, Esther Harlink to the past that helps din (Mrs. Earl), Esther Davis.
us connect to the story
that is being told. Photographic images serve as pieces of evidence. Evidence, of
course, is what we are always looking for. Our collection
of photographs from the Leonard Frank Studios contain
Do you know or are you related to any
excellent examples of subject matter intended for one
of these people?
purpose – often the documentation of the construction of
a building or bridge but explores much more – the housInformation and photographs are requested.
es in the neighborhood, the streetcars on the street and
even the pedestrians.
Please contact Laura Moodie at
lmoodie@jewishmuseum.ca
In closing, we ask that you think of us and how important
or call (604) 638-7289.
it is for us to document and preserve the history of the
Jewish population in British Columbia. You can be part
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PUBLICATION COMMITTEE NEWS

The Publications Committee of the Jewish Historical Society
of British Columbia oversees publication of the society’s annual journal, The Scribe. The journal seeks to cover all aspects of the Jewish experience in British Columbia, including
history, culture, art, literature, religion, communal activities
as well as Jewish contributions to the development and progress of Canada.
Throughout the past year, the Publications Committee worked
on the 2009 edition of the journal and strived to include a
variety of submissions, including scholarly articles, book reviews, poetry, and selections from the society’s extensive collections of oral histories and photographs.
The 2009 edition includes, for the first time, peer-reviewed
articles. This move to a more scholarly approach was recognized recently by the Jewish National and University Library
in Jerusalem which has indexed three articles from that edition of The Scribe in RAMBI, the Index of Articles on Jewish
Studies.
Current issues of The Scribe can be obtained from the Jewish Historical Society directly at 604-257-5199 or info@jewishmuseum.ca, or at our museum’s gift shop.
The Publications Committee is currently working on the 2010
edition which will be published towards the end of this year.
The committee is open to receiving submissions of scholarly
articles, book reviews, commentary, poetry, and oral histories for either the 2010 edition or future issues. Submissions
should pertain to some aspect of Jewish life in British Columbia and Western Canada. Comparisons between British Columbia and other communities will also be considered. Proposals for submissions should be sent to the Editor at scribe.
editor@gmail.com.
We are also seeking individuals who are interested in reviewing books. If you are interested in writing a book review,
please contact the Editor at scribe.editor@gmail.com. We
can provide you with a list of books from which to select or
you may propose a specific book for consideration.
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The current members of the Publications Committee are
Faith Jones, Betty Nitkin, Cheryl Rimer, Perry Seidelman, Jennifer Yuhasz, and Editor Cynthia Ramsay.
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Philip Brotman, equestrian, Vancouver, B.C., 1930. Featured in
the 2009 issue of The Scribe. Jewish Museum & Archives of BC;
L.00450

UPCOMING EXHIBIT

A Joyful Harvest:

Celebrating the Jewish Contribution
to Southern Alberta Life
1889 - 2005

From their start as homesteaders and small business owners, Jewish immigrants have made their mark on Alberta society. There are 50 people, along with 25 places and organizations profiled in the centennial exhibition
A Joyful Harvest.
The title of the exhibit, A Joyful Harvest, is based on a verse from Psalm 126: “Those who sow in tears shall
reap in joy.” It is sung on festive occasions before the Grace after meals, and is quite applicable to the Jewish
immigrant experience in Alberta.
Produced by the Jewish Historical Society of Southern Alberta and written and researched by Naomi and Roberta
Kerr, Agi Romer Segal and Maxine Fischbein, A Joyful Harvest celebrates the Jewish contribution to Southern
Alberta life.
in the Sidney & Gertrude Zack Gallery,
Jewish Community Centre of Greater Vancouver
950 W. 41st Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5Z 2N7

On display
August 5 - 31, 2010
Opening Reception:
Thursday, August 5, 2010
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
refreshments to be served
Consider contributing to our exhibit fund, contact Laura Moodie at (604) 638-7289 for more information.
The CHRONICLE

From l-r: Haying in Trochu - c. 1917. Bertha Dattner, Esther Miller, and Esther Guttman Silver on the Colony in Trochu. Photo: courtesy Goldie
Silver Osten, Anna Block (Klickstein) Skating on the river, Calgary - c. 1908. Photo courtesy of Dr. Martha Cohen, First group of Jewish servicemen to enlist in Calgary, 1939, at a B’nai B’rith ceremony in the House of Israel building. Front row (left to right): Charles Ashe, Sam Korbin,
Simeon Besen, Captain A. Lerner, Nathan Lipkis, Sam Rosen, Louis Segal. Back row (left to right): Harry Gofsky, Mel Polsky, Joe Silver, Bob
Satinovsky (Sattin). Photo courtesy of Allan Sattin.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Vancouver Story Slam: Stories from Camp
Sunday, June 13, 2010
Cafe Deux Soleils (2096 Commercial Drive)
8:00pm - 9:30pm, sign-up at 7:30pm

Whether you went to camp 30 years ago or just last summer, everyone has an entertaining
story from their days at camp. Consider sharing your favourite camp story at the Vancouver
Story Slam, or just come to listen and enjoy the show! Storytellers are limited to 5 minutes
and compete for cash prizes and a place in the finals.
What is story slam? Simply put, story slam is a competition based on the art of storytelling. It puts a dual emphasis
on content and performance, encouraging storytellers to focus on what they’re saying and how they’re saying it. It is
an exercise in crafting stories within a set time limit of 5 minutes. It is great entertainment.
Who gets to participate? Story slams are open to everyone, to register as a storyteller, contact Molly Winston at
(604) 638-7288 or email education_coodinator@jewishmuseum.ca or sign up in person at 7:30 pm (before the
show).
Real stories? - Real stories have a beginning, middle and end. And they have a point. You are clear about why the
story is important to you and why you want to tell it. Retelling any folktale, myth or fable is fine; but people are expecting real life adventures.

Family Day at the JMABC
Sunday, June 27, 2010
1:00pm - 4:00pm
FREE

Families come and take part in craft activities and museum tours. Explore summer camp culture with song,
dance and a gaga (a popular Israeli dodgeball game) tournament in the JCC gymnasium.

Historic Walking Tours of Jewish Victoria!
Beginning in 1858, some of the first settlers in Victoria were Jews from England and Australia, gold-seekers and
Californians looking for business opportunities. Many early arrivals had Polish, Prussian or German roots. Jews
quickly made contributions to the city as traders, merchants and wholesalers. Discover tales of life in the oldest Jewish community in British Columbia. Landmarks include the Masonic Temple and Congregation Emanu-El, the oldest
synagogue in continuous use in Canada. Tour lasts approximately 2 hours.
When:
Sunday, July 11, 2010 | 10:00am - 12:00pm
Sunday, August 15, 2010 | 10:00am - 12:00pm

The CHRONICLE

Where: Tours begin at Bastion Square (1194 Langley St, Victoria, BC)
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Tickets: $15 per person and includes the guidebook, In the Footsteps of Jewish Victoria, 1858-2009.
Registration is required. To register, contact info@jewishmuseum.ca or call (604) 257-5199.
This program is supported by the City of Victoria office of City Planning
and the Jewish Federation of Victoria & Vancouver Island.

UPCOMING EVENTS
PHILOSOPHERS’ CAFES
in the Snider Adult Lounge, 1st floor, Jewish Community Centre of Greater Vancouver
No philosophical training or expertise is required. The Philosopher’s Café promotes open, meaningful dialogue on
the discussion topic, enabling participants to share their own ideas and to broaden their perspective by considering
the views of others.
A donation of $5.00/person is suggested. No RSVP required, everyone is welcome.
The 2009-10 Philosophers’ Cafe series is presented in collaboration with Simon Fraser University Department of
Continuing Studies.

Why are texts so important in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam?
Wednesday, May 12, 2010
7:00pm - 9:00pm
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam are, like it or not, text-based religious traditions. Whatever
their origins, sacred texts do not speak for themselves. Humans must give them voice, and interpretation is embedded in the very act of reading. Why, and how, the deep textuality of these
religions might matter today, is a question worth pondering.
Guest moderator: Dr. Robert Daum, Director of Iona Pacific: Inter-Religious Centre for Social
Action, Research and Contemplative Practice, and Associate Professor of Rabbinic Literature
and Jewish Thought at Vancouver School of Theology.

Art as expression: personal, collective or universal?
Wednesday, June 16, 2010
7:00pm - 9:00pm
Art is often seen as a vehicle for individual self-expression, and has more recently been presented and interpreted as an expression of collective identity (racial, religious, ethnic, national, gender). Can these functions be separated? Does art always need to speak from
the viewpoint of a situated individual or group? Can its viewpoint and audience instead be
posited as universal or non-personal? We will examine these issues in the work of prominent
visual artists. *Ilustrated talk
Guest moderator: Dr. Efrat El-Hanany, Professor of Art History, Capilano University

The CHRONICLE

Have a topic suggestion for a Philsophers’ Cafe?
Submit topics to Molly Winston at education_coordinator@jewishmuseum.ca.
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HISTORIC WALKING TOURS
Jewish Strathcona & Gastown:
These popular tours are back for a 4th season! We’ve got new stories to tell and new sites to explore. Discover the fascinating tales
of life in the heart of the early Jewish community in Vancouver.
In the 1880s and 1890s, the town of Granville quickly became the
city of Vancouver following the arrival of the transcontinental railway. Jews participated in the city’s economic growth, political incorporation and cultural development. Jewish businesses opened
in Gastown and a wave of Eastern European immigration from the
1890s to the 1920s made Strathcona the new centre of British
Columbia’s Jewish population.
“...I remember when I went to Strathcona School, where I went
until I was 8 years old, there was a statement going around then
that Strathcona was the home of 95 different nationalities. And
it may very well have been true. So I went to school with Chinese
and Japanese, there were substantial colonies there. There were
Italians, Russians, Poles, Ukrainians, lots of immigrants of various
kinds. But it was the centre of Jewish life.” - Sam Rothstein
A tour guide from the Jewish Museum and Archives of BC will provide insight into the landmarks, architecture, events and evolution
of Gastown and Strathcona districts, while sharing anecdotes of
Jewish daily life in the area. The tour lasts 2 hours and is approximately 2 kilometers in distance. Tours run rain or shine, dress
accordingly.

Top: Tour participants in front of the home of Rabbi Nathan
Pastinsky, 643 E. Georgia Street
Below: Tour participants in front of the National Council of
Jewish Women Neighbourhood House, 800 Jackson Ave.

2010 Summer Walking Tour dates: Tours begin at 1:30pm
*Early Bird Special: Sunday, May 23: 10:00am - 12:00pm
Presented with the Heritage Vancouver Society. To register, contact (604) 254-9411 or register online at
www.heritagevancouver.org.
Fridays: June 11 / June 25 / July 2 / July 23 / August 13 / August 27 (Presented with the Japanese Canadian National
Museum)

Sundays: June 6 (Presented with Chabad of Downtown Vancouver) / June 20 / July 18 / August 8 / August 22

The CHRONICLE

Where:
Tours meet at 700 E. Pender St. (corner of E. Pender Street and Heatley Ave.) in Strathcona, in front of the original
Schara Tzedeck Synagogue. Parking is available on nearby residential streets. The tour site is also accessible by public
transit; visit www.translink.ca to plan a route.
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Tickets:
$10 per person & includes a copy of the booklet, In the Footsteps of Jewish Vancouver – 1886 to 2006.
Tickets can be arranged in advance by calling (604)257-5199 or by payment at the start of the tour (cash only).
Interested in becoming a volunteer tour guide? Contact Molly Winston at (604) 638-7288 for more information.

RECENT EVENTS
Opening Reception of Home Away from Home: Building Identity and Community at Jewish Summer Camps
Thursday, March 18, 2010, 7:00pm - 9:00pm
Photographs by Alex Konyve

Rachel Levee listening to camp songs

Sam Heller and Caroline Hebron writing camp stories

l-r: Dani Elias, Ron Laufer, Dave Robens, Noam Dolgin

l-r: Ben Groberman, Nathan Saloman, unknown, Gabe Garfinkel,
and Elie Ritch.

Eve Camerman and Odie Kaplan

The CHRONICLE

Visitors exploring a photograph timeline
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ARCHIVES
Archives and Digitization: Jewish Western Bulletin fonds Online
By Jennifer Yuhasz, Archivist

Internet users and researchers around the world can now
access 3,520 issues of the Jewish Western Bulletin and
its precursor publications dating from 1923 to 2004.
They have now been digitized and are available on the
Multicultural Canada Website at http://www.multiculturalcanada.ca/, and accessible from the Jewish Museum
and Archives of BC’s website.
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The Jewish Western Bulletin, which
changed its name to the Jewish
Independent in 2005, has been
the British Columbia Jewish community’s newspaper since 1930.
Currently, the paper is published 49
weeks of the year. Originally labeled
“The Organ of the Jewish Community
Centre,” the Jewish Western Bulletin
was first published as a newspaper
in October 9, 1930. It superseded
the Jewish Centre News, a publication that had existed under a series
of names since 1923.
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and some of the images are currently available to browse
and search online. These photographs are available at
http://www.jewishmuseum.ca/. There are currently 540
of these photographs online, with many more to be uploaded in the upcoming months.
So why digitize; why is it important? Digitization is an important technology to aid in the preservation of photographs. Digitization of photographs
is a preservation method because
it reduces handling of the original
photograph, light exposure and temperature and humidity fluctuations
of the original photograph. Digitization creates an access copy of the
original which is used by researchers, and thereby allows the original
to remain in humidity and temperature controlled storage away from
light and excessive handling.
Digitization is also important because it greatly increases access
to photograph collections. Having a
digital surrogate of the original image
allows researchers to easily access
the photographs online. This allows
remote access to our collections,
thereby making our collection accessible to an international audience.

In serving the community, the Bulletin focused on supporting Zionism, alerting the community to antiSemitic incidents and reporting on
immigration issues. In addition to
weighty international concerns, the Title page, Jewish Western Bulletin, B.C.
Bulletin also focused on local news, Centenary Edition, 1958. Jewish Western Bulletin fonds, Jewish Museum & Archives of BC;
including meetings and news of lo- L.00256
cal and international figures; covHowever, technology is both a blesserage of the arts and local cultural
ing and a challenge for archives.
festivals; birth, b’nai mitzvah, wedding and other lifecycle Digitization is extremely time-consuming and expensive.
milestones; obituaries and death announcements; and Due to these obstacles, digitization is usually only undercommunity gossip.
taken by volunteers and grant-based projects. We would
like to thank the National Archival Development Program,
The Jewish Western Bulletin provided a consistent record Irving K. Barber BC History Digitization Program, SFU, Mulof Jewish life in British Columbia and around the world ticultural Canada, Canadian Culture Online Program, and
and, as the Jewish Independent, it has continued to work THEN/HiER who made possible the digitization of the Jewtowards its goal to “cover the broad spectrum of Jewish ish Western Bulletin newspapers. We would also like to
life and advance the community, its individuals and orga- thank Young Canada Works and our Archives intern Anna
nizations and, of course, Israel and world Jewry” (former Wilkinson. These two digitization projects will increase
assistant editor Bob Markin).
awareness, access and preservation of these collections.
Also available online are the original photographs from
the Jewish Western Bulletin fonds. Digitization of the
Jewish Western Bulletin photographs is now complete

ARCHIVES
Archives Update

By Jennifer Yuhasz, Archivist
Recent Acquisitions

We have received a number of new archival acquisitions. Some notable records
include: 1940s Camp Hatikvah photographs from Sally Berry; material on the Maccabiah and Maccabi games from Gary Cohen; and documents and pins from the 1940s
Vancouver Aleph Zadik Aleph (AZA) 119 chapter documents from Gordon Katznelson.
Another exciting archival acquisition is a Ketubah donated by Rabbi David Mivasair.
This Ketubah is from the first lesbian couple to be married in BC (and possibly in all
of Western Canada) in a traditional Jewish ceremony. The Ketubah is dated 2000,
and upon the couple’s divorce 10 years later was donated to the Jewish Museum and
Archives of British Columbia by Rabbi Mivasair on behalf of the couple.

Oral History Program

Ketubah, 2000
Source: Rabbi David Mivasair;
Jewish Museum & Archives of BC;
A.2009.024

The Oral History Program is continuing to grow and expand. Since January we have
had two sold-out Oral History Interviewer Training Workshops with a total attendance
of 44 people. Both workshops have generated a lot of interest in the program and new
oral history volunteers for us. The next workshop will be held in the fall or winter.
Recent interviews include Dr. Richard Rosenberg, interviewed by Bea Berger, Annette
Rose, Clare Waldman and Ronald Green, interviewed by Annegret Zeller, and Esther
Brandt, interviewed by Jane Cherry.

If you are interested in signing up for this workshop, becoming an oral history interviewer or if you have anyone to nominate for an interview, please contact Jennifer Yuhasz at (604) 638-7286 or email archives@jewishmuseum.ca.

Anna Wilkinson: Archives Assistant
From September 2009 to March 2010, I was a digitization intern at the Jewish Museum and
Archives of BC. As my title suggested, I spent much of my time digitizing and cataloguing
historic photographs. I became intimately familiar with the ins and outs of the museum’s database software and the scanner (and the weird noises that it made!). I also became familiar
with the vibrant visual history of the Jewish community in the Lower Mainland. By the end of
my internship, I was very proud to have completed the digitization of the archives’ collection of
Jewish Western Bulletin photographs. These photos, of everything from candid shots of family
and friends, organizations like National Council of Jewish Women and State of Israel Bonds,
and important community leaders, are now accessible to the public through the computers in the Nemetz Jewish
Community Archives Reference Room. Many of the photos are also on the museum’s website.
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Outside of my digitization work, I also experienced how small archives like the Nemetz Jewish Community Archives
operate on a daily basis. I did everything from moving historical photographs and negatives into acid-free envelopes to helping locate specific documents in the archival storage rooms. And most importantly, I got to see how
this kind of work helps the researchers, families, and community members who use the archives to make meaningful connections between the past and the present.
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PEOPLE
Annegret Zeller: Research Intern
“All journeys have secret destinations of which the traveler is unaware.” - Martin Buber (1878-1965)
When I boarded the airplane in Stuttgart, Germany about seven months ago, I didn’t really know what
to expect. I had applied for the internship in order to gain some experience – especially professionally
but also personally. But as I was sitting there, sipping on my tomato juice, I realized for the first time
the step I was about to take and that there were a lot of secret destinations waiting for me.
A lot of people kept asking me: Why Vancouver? Well, about one and a half years ago I went to a presentation about
‘Internships in Canada’ at the German American Institute in Tuebingen (the town where I study). I was already planning to do an internship abroad but hadn’t decided on the country – yet. Canada sounded promising and after looking for museums in general and Jewish museums in particular. I sent out my applications to several organizations
and institutions. The first museum to respond was the Jewish Museum and Archives of BC. My decision was made – I
would go to Vancouver!
In Vancouver, my new home, I was welcomed cordially – Carole, Molly, Marcy, Jennifer and Anna, all helped make me
feel comfortable from the very first day. I remember Molly telling me (my first day in the museum) that I was going to
research and write the walking tour for Victoria. Frankly, I was thrilled. One of the many secret doors was opened. I
got my project and I threw myself into the work. I am very grateful that all the people at the museum granted me so
much responsibility.
It was so fortunate to find an internship in a small museum. I did a lot of different things; developing the walking tour,
educational programming and exhibit design. I was involved in almost everything going on in the museum – thus I
got a wonderful insight into all the different parts. I have been a student for quite a while now and it was just so enriching to put my theoretical knowledge into practice. The work here affirmed what I really want to do after finishing
my studies: working in a museum.
But besides these professional accomplishments, there were also the personal accomplishments I will take home.
Getting the chance to experience Jewish life here in Vancouver, I am so grateful for that. At university, I learned what
all the different festivals mean and why they are celebrated. Here, I had the chance to become a part of it. Hearing
the Shofar blowing, lighting a candle on Hanukkah, eating nuts and fruits and olives on Tu b’Shevat, breaking the
Challah on Shabbat, eating hard boiled eggs and drinking wine – these will be memories for a lifetime.
I would like to thank everyone who made this possible. You know who you are. You took me by the hand and helped
me become aware of at least some of the secret destinations.

Thank You to our Volunteers
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We are very grateful to the following people who so willingly volunteered their time to assist the Museum with
programs, events and exhibits during the first four months of 2010…
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Annegret Zeller, Ashlynn Blackwell, Leonor Etkin, Irene Dodek, Michael Lynfield, Ophira Schwarzfeld, Binki Segal,
Wendy Mayer, Allan and Mildred Feldman, Dr. Mark Winston, Naomi Steinberg, Ron Long, Peter Valbonesi, Elizabeth Carefoot, Lenny Smith, Avi Dolgin, Bea Berger, Alex Konyve, Shirley Kushner, Ebba Grey, Ron Laufer, Leah
Levi, Liza Rozen-Delman, Sam Perlin, Kyla Schwartz, Lucy Laufer, Miriam Warren and Gillian Levy.
Thank you to JHSBC Board and Committee members for their time and support.

TRIBUTES and DONATIONS
In Appreciation
Philip and Iris Dayson. Lynne and Joel Altman
Sharon and Irving Kates. Noemi and Bill Gruenthal
Mazel Tov
Irene Dodek, happy birthday. Bertie and Allan Beiser,
Sherold Fishman, Faye and Bob Gibbs, Evelyn and Irving
Goldenberg, JHS Board and staff, Showtime Dancers
Linda and Norman Gold, birth of their grandson. Diane
and Gary Averbach, Noemi and Bill Gruenthal
Bill Gruenthal, in honour of his birthday. Nadia and
Frank Ognistoff, Rita and Ben Roling, Sheila and Lenny
Smith
Mark Wexler, in your honour. Rory Richards and Mark
Weintraub
Sympathy
Fay Golden, in memory of her mother, Rebecca. Diane
and Gary Averbach, Carole Fader
Harold Groberman, in memory of his mother, Pearl.
Diane and Gary Averbach
Betty Nitkin, in memory of her niece. Diane and Gary
Averbach, Marcy and Steve Babins, Noemi and Bill
Gruenthal
Amie Mitchell, Elaine and Sunshine, in memory of
mother, Anne Chick. Noemi and Bill Gruenthal
Barbara Silber, in memory of her mother. Carole Fader

surance Brokers, Marilyn and Robert Krell, Faye and Cyril
Leonoff, David Levi, Norman Levi, Lani Levine, Michael
Levy, Lohn Foundation, Janos Maté, Richard Menkis,
Howard Minnis, Phyllis and Michael Moscovich, Nadia
and Frank Ognistoff, Tracy Penner and Sam Shamash,
Charna Plottel, Cheryl Rimer, Ophira Schwarzfeld, Binky
and Frank Segal, Anita Shafran, Elaine and Zev Shafran,
Lee and Bernie Simpson, Darlene and Bob Spevakow,
Shael Smith, Ronnie and Barry Tessler, Sarah Tobe, Carla
Van Messel and Ari Shiff, Christine Wisenthal, Janet York
and Sam Feldman, Zacks Family Foundation, Lamie
Zbarsky.
New Members
Jack Chivo, Judith Ghert, Wendy Mayer, Christine Wisenthal.
JHS and Bingo
Enjoy an evening and play Bingo at Boardwalk Gaming
Centre. This Bingo hall supports the Jewish Historical
Society of BC and approximately 60 other local charities.
Located on the 3rd floor – 7155 Kingsway. Plan a night
of fun at the Boardwalk Gaming Centre – it’s more fun
than you remember!

Speedy Recovery
David Goldman, Diane and Gary Averbach
Rosalie Segal. Carole Fader, JHS Board of Directors
Arnold Silber. Diane and Gary Averbach
Sylvia Tyer. Carole Fader
Thinking of you
Leslie Paris. Betty Nitkin, JHS Publications committee
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Donations
Rivka and Noam Abramchik, Iris Andrews, Anonymous,
Marie and Alex Ash, Valerie Asmoucha, Diane and Gary
Averbach, Hildy and Jeffrey Barnett, Elliot Belkin, Bonnie
and Alan Belzberg, Sally Berry, Arthur Blankstein, Gerry
Biely, Sheila and Leonard Bobroff, Jack Chivo, Ellen Cohen, Iris and Philip Dayson, Irene and Mort Dodek, Judy
and Arthur Dodek, Marie Doduck, Cissie Eppel, Leonor
Etkin, Sharon and Ed Fitch, Debby Freiman and David
Schwartz, Rhoda and Chris Friedrichs, Jack Fugman,
Norman Gladstone, Norman Gold, Noemi and Bill Gruenthal, Glenda and Arthur Guttman, Carol and Richard
Henriquez, Bud Herman, Simma Holt, Evelyn Jackson,
Natalie Kohn Weinstein, Seda and Stan Korsch, KRG In-

Do you know any of the people in these images or anything about the events being photographed?
Please send your information to archives@jewishmuseum.ca.

Delta Phi Epsilon Sorority party, University of British Columbia. 1950. Jewish Museum and Archives of BC: L.01049
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