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Website Update: Interviews, Performances and more
Did you know that the JMABC website now features video clips
showcasing stories and events from BC’s Jewish Community?
Website visitors can explore 17 video clips which range in length
from just a few minutes to over an hour. Check the website regularly for updates and additions. Thank you to Lloyd Baron, Steve
Burton and Eli Gorn for contributing video content.
To view the videos, visit: http://www.jewishmuseum.ca/communityvideos
Interested in adding your own video to the website?
Contact (604) 257-5199 for more information.
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Video screenshots (clockwise from top left): The Maccabiah Games,
United States Committee Sports for Israel; Performance of The Wandering Jew, starring Boris Sichon; The Story of Lancu Brucar; To Life! Louis
Brier Home and Hospital.

On the Cover:
Benjamin and William Seidelman in the yard of the family home at
1735 East 2nd Avenue, Vancouver, British Columbia. [1915]
Seidelman Family fonds; Source: Jewish Museum & Archives of BC;
L.13063

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Gary Averbach, President
As is well known by now the Jewish Historical Society will be vacating the Jewish Community Centre of
Greater Vancouver in early 2011 and closing down the
physical Museum we have operated for the last four
years. The decision to do this was not taken lightly and
was made when it became clear that we were paying for
space that was not widely visited and was in fact taking money that could be much better spent on fulfilling
our mandate of preserving and telling the story of the
Jewish communities of British Columbia.
Therefore we have made the decision to move to much
more affordable space in the Peretz Centre for Secular
Jewish Culture. Along with the archival storage space
in Richmond generously sponsored by the Dayson family, we will concentrate our efforts on the work of our
archives, (including the oral history program), expanding our website, continuing outreach and educational
programming and producing unique temporary exhibits that will travel throughout the city and province.
We have also made the decision to be more fiscally responsible, and to that end we will be assuring that all
programming is sustained either through fees or sponsorships. We are asking our supporters to choose areas of specific interest to them and make a donation in
support or sponsorship of that program. For instance,
we have determined that the historic walking tours can
be sponsored for $1,500 each and the sponsors will be
recognized for their support. The annual Scribe can be
sponsored for a minimum donation of $5,000 and recognition will be printed on the first inside page. And
of course there will be numerous other opportunities,
some listed in this magazine and more in upcoming issues of The Chronicle. We believe that by operating in
this ‘pay as you go’ manner we will be able to continue
to serve our mandate for decades to come.

I also want to thank the Board and Executive of the
Jewish Community Centre of Greater Vancouver for
their cooperation in helping with our transition to a
new facility.
Finally allow me to wish all of you a joyous, healthy and
prosperous 2011. Please take the time to visit our website and maybe even drop in to say hello. And we never
have enough volunteers so perhaps you could consider
that as well.

JHSBC Oral History Project volunteer Bea Berger (left) interviewing Miriam Warren (right) in the Jewish Museum & Archives of
BC Omansky Room. October 6, 2010.
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I would like at this time to mention the passing of Chuck
Davis who was not just a Vancouver icon but a devoted
supporter of the Jewish Historical Society and member
of our Council of Governors. His passing has left a big
hole in our City’s attempt to chronicle its history.

I also want to thank our dedicated staff - Marcy Babins
our long standing Office Manager; Molly Winston our
energetic education and program director and Jennifer
Yuhasz our very bright and capable archivist. Together
they will be overseeing the transition from the JCC to
our new premises and will be running the show from
there. We’re fortunate to have such hard working and
competent people on our team. In addition, with the
help of our Volunteer Coordinator Gillian Levy, we
have a supportive team of volunteers who continue to
adapt to our changing needs.
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ARCHIVES
By Jennifer Yuhasz, Archivist
This fall we worked at processing two fonds*: Seidelman family fonds and the Marjorie Groberman fonds.
We then uploaded the completed finding aids* online
at MemoryBC.ca. MemoryBC.ca is a portal which provides a searchable database where you can access descriptions of archival materials preserved in nearly 200
archival repositories throughout the province of British
Columbia. MemoryBC.ca is managed by the Archives Association of
British Columbia (AABC).
The Seidelman family fonds was donated to the JMABC in 2009. The
Seidelman’s, William and Esther, were
one of the original pioneering Jewish
families of Vancouver, and their children, Edward Joseph, Rachel, Harry,
Benjamin, and William grew to be
pioneering members of the community as well. This collection is full of
priceless documents and photos, including approximately eighty letters
written by Edward Joseph Seidelman, known as “Joe”, to his family
while fighting on the Western Front
in France during World War I. The
letters end in October of 1917 after
Joe was killed during the battle of
Passchendaele.

The Marjorie Groberman fonds was donated to the
JMABC in 2010. Marjorie Frome moved with her family from Edmonton to Vancouver in 1937, married Cecil Groberman in 1941, and became actively involved
with the Jewish community. Marjorie became very
active in Hadassah-Wizo and in 1952, originating and
chairing the first bazaar and exposition open to the
general public at the Seaforth Armoury. For the next 10 years she
traveled across Canada teaching
12 other cities how to set up their
own bazaar and exposition. In addition to Hadassah-Wizo, Marjorie
opened the first Vancouver office
of the Israel Bonds and co-chaired
its first bond drive. She was also
chairperson of the women’s division of Combined Jewish Appeal
and served as a board member of
Jewish Federation for many years.
Her latest community work has
been with the seniors department
of the Vancouver Jewish Community Centre, serving on their
Portrait of Marjorie Groberman [1976]. board of directors. On April 28,
Photographer: Franz Lindner. Source: Jew- 2010 Marjorie received from the
ish Museum & Archives of BC; L.16330
government of British Columbia
the BC Community Achievement
award.
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Thanks to a program through the University of British
Columbia’s School of Library, Archival, and Information Studies, a student volunteer Angelyn Hellman was
able to upload a finding aid to MemoryBC.ca, and to
digitize approximately 450 prints and negatives from
the Seidelman family fonds and upload the digital images to our website.
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Thanks to our archives volunteer Naomi Caruso who
worked at processing and describing the Marjorie
Groberman fonds.
Full descriptions of both of these fonds can be found at
http://www.memorybc.ca/.

*A Fonds is a French term for the records or papers of a particular individual, institution, or organization.1
*A Finding Aid is any descriptive item, created by an archives that identifies the scope, content, and significance of records.2
Appendix 1: Glossary of Archival Terms, A Manual for Small Archives,(Archives Association of British Columbia, 1988), http://aabc.ca/msa/appendix_glossary_of_terms.htm.
Appendix 2: Glossary of Archival Terms, A Manual for Small Archives,(Archives Association of British Columbia, 1988), http://aabc.ca/msa/appendix_glossary_of_terms.htm.

ARCHIVES
Recent Acquisitions

In the past few months we have received a number of interesting acquisitions. Some of these include: an illustrated
text recognizing the Yahrzeit of Rabbi David Belasoff and Nachama Belasoff (1927 and 1931) generously donated
by Earl Lesk; textual material and a framed photograph of Jewish Family Service Agency past presidents (19361986) donated by the JFSA; and textual material from the Vancouver Downtown Jewish Community (2006-2008)
donated by Leah Deslauriers.
Another very exciting recent acquisition comes from Mona Kaplan, former editor and co-owner of the B.C. Jewish
community newspaper, the Jewish Western Bulletin, for almost 40 years. Cleaning out her house of 51 years worth
of material, Mona has generously donated a wealth of records which include: material on the (Vancouver) Canada
Chapter of Citizens for Justice for the Jonathan Pollard case; material on Congregation Schara Tzedeck Sisterhood
Ladies Auxiliary (1952-1970s); 61 sound reels and some scripts from the Kaplan’s radio show ‘Vistas of the Jewish
People’ which ran for 10 months in 1967; 93 audio cassette tapes and reels of Sam Kaplan’s interviews throughout
the years; material from the Vancouver Ulpan Institute; photographs; and ephemera.
As always, we would like to thank all of our donors for their continued support and interest in the Nemetz Jewish
Community Archives. If you have something you would like to donate, please email archives@jewishmuseum.
ca.

Oral History Program

Recent interviews include: Earl Lesk on New Westminster interviewed by Joshua Dedora; Robert Krell interviewed
by Betty Nitkin; Burquest Jewish Community group interviewed by Bill Gruenthal; Mona Kaplan interviewed by
Cynthia Ramsay; and Miriam Warren and Sally Rogow interviewed by Bea Berger.
We are always looking for more interviewers and more volunteers to do oral history transcription. If you are inter-

Angelyn Hellman - Archives Assistant
This fall, I worked on the Seidelman family fonds. I arranged the records, grouping records together and putting the records into folders. After arranging the records, I created finding aids
to the records. One of the finding aids is online at www.memorybc.ca. The finding aid has a
brief history of the Seidelman family and descriptions of the records, which include dates and
background information of the records. The Seidelman family fonds contains several hundred photographs and some negatives. I scanned and made digital copies of the photographs
and negatives. Scanning that many photographs and negatives took many hours.
After scanning, I uploaded most of the photographs and negatives to the Jewish Museum and Archives of BC website,
so anyone can view the photographs and negatives online. After working on the photographs, I started transcribing
the handwritten letters from Private Edward Joseph Seidelman to his family, which Private Seidelman wrote during his
military service in World War I. There are many more letters awaiting transcription.
The CHRONICLE

Working on the Seidelman family fonds was a great experience. I had a peek into family life in the early and middle
1900s, and I especially had a glimpse into the life of families during World War I due to Private Seidelman’s letters. The
descriptions of the records and digitized photographs make the Seidelman family fonds much easier to access.
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RECENT EVENTS

Remembering Chuck Davis
Broadcaster, writer, and local historian Chuck Davis succumbed to lung cancer on November 20, 2010 at the age of 75. He was an active volunteer with
the Jewish Historical Society of BC for many years, most recently serving as
a member of the Council of Governors.
“Chuck represented the best of Vancouver,” Mayor Gregor Robertson said in
a statement. “His work as a broadcaster, educator and prolific author instilled
a sense of local history and heritage in our citizens. Chuck showed why our
past is important and brought it to life in so many different ways.”
Chuck Davis, who just received the George Woodcock Lifetime Achievement
Award for his writing, leaves behind a body of work, unmatched and unrivalled. They not only contain facts and figures about this town and its people,
but they also capture a spirit and passion for Vancouver that we haven’t seen
from historians before or since.
Before his passing, Chuck made arrangements with his publisher, Harbour
Publishing, to oversee the completion of his book The History of Metropolitan
Vancouver and maintain the website www.vancouverhistory.ca for the foreseeable future.
Photo: Chuck Davis and Joanne Savory at the Jewish Historical Society of BC AGM and Vancouver Historical Society joint meeting. November 26, 2002. Photographer: Cyril Leonoff. Source: Jewish Museum & Archives of BC; L.16330

Hermann Sitz - Consul General of the Federal Republic of Germany, and Mr. Hans Ulrich Klose - Coordinator of GermanAmerican Cooperation visiting the museum. A private tour was
provided by Molly Winston, Education Coordinator and Bill
Gruenthal, JHSBC Past President on October 12, 2010.
4

Cyril Leonoff cutting cake in recognition of the Jewish Historical
Society of BC 40th anniversary. JHSBC Annual General Meeting,
November 24, 2010.

THE SCRIBE
Call for Papers – The Scribe
The Jewish Historical Society of British Columbia’s journal, The
Scribe has been in existence since 1979. In 2009 it became an
annually-published peer-reviewed journal.
The Jewish Historical Society of British Columbia is seeking
submissions for the upcoming issue of The Scribe, to be published in November 2011.
Contributions may include scholarly essays, oral history interviews, commentary, and book and exhibit reviews. All scholarly
essays and oral histories should in some way pertain to Jewish
life in British Columbia. Comparisons between BC and other
localities will also be considered. Commentary and reviews
may focus on Jews in BC, on the West Coast (including the
western US states), or in Canada generally.
Scholarly essays may fall into the disciplines of history, art or literary criticism, or the social sciences. Back issues of the Scribe
are published online at http://www.jewishmuseum.ca/Scribe.
Submissions should be in editable text format (MS Word preferred) and prepared using the Chicago Manual of Style. The
preferred length for articles is 5,000 - 10,000 words, but shorter
or longer submissions will be considered and reviewed. Proposals should be ready for peer-reviewing, with the author’s
name, contact information, and article title on a separate page.
A first page of the article should include the title and a 150word abstract.
Submissions should be sent to Editor at scribe.editor@gmail.com. Proposals are only accepted electronically as e-mail attachments, indicating “The Scribe – Call for Papers” in the subject line.
Book reviews and other material not requiring peer-reviewing also should be submitted as an e-mail attachment in MS Word
or another editable text format.
*By submitting a work, you are guaranteeing that it is your own, that you alone own the copyright to it, and that its content
and the material accompanying it (e.x. photographs, maps, etc.) do not infringe upon any existing copyright. By submitting
a work, you agree to grant the Jewish Historical Society of B.C. the right to publish that work in The Scribe journal for no
payment. Future online publication of your work is included in your granting of publication rights to the Jewish Historical
Society of B.C.
For more information on submitting articles please contact:
The CHRONICLE

The Jewish Historical Society of British Columbia
Phone: (604) 257-5199
http://www.jewishmuseum.ca/submissions
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PHILOSOPHERS’ CAFÉS
Jewish Museum & Archives of BC Philosophers’ Cafés
Philosophers’ Café is a series of gatherings featuring high level public conversation. No philosophical training or expertise
is required. The Philosophers’ Café promotes open, meaningful dialogue on the discussion topic, enabling participants to
share their own ideas and to broaden their perspective by considering the views of others. Cafés are presented in partnership with Simon Fraser University Department of Continuing Studies.
Admission: $5 per person. *Seating is limited, RSVP to info@jewishmuseum.ca or call (604) 257-5199.

New Location: Gaia Bistro

2055 West 41st Avenue, Vancouver. (604) 568-5022
Come and enjoy some delicious Mediterranean cuisine. Fully licensed.

Wednesday, January 19, 2011 | 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Topic: Who owns cultural objects? The ethics and politics of collecting historical artifacts
Guest moderator: Dr. Chris Friedrichs, UBC Dept. of History
Should the Elgin Marbles be returned from the British Museum to Greece? Should the Rosetta Stone
go back to Egypt? Should the Dead Sea Scrolls be “repatriated” to the Palestine Authority? Questions like these reflect deep-seated differences of opinion about who “owns” culturally and historically
significant objects and where they should be held and displayed.

Wednesday, February 16, 2011 | 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Topic: The Rise and Fall and Rise of Jewish Life around the world
Guest moderator: Michael Geller, SFU Centre for Sustainable Community Development
In 2007, during a trip around the world, Michael Geller visited Jewish centres in Poland, Hungary,
Ukraine, Slovakia and other countries where Jewish communities once flourished. He was often surprised with what he found. Join Michael for a discussion on how Jewish life has been changing over
the past decades in these countries and other places around the world.

Wednesday, March 16, 2011 | 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Topic: Lost in translation? What are we missing when we read the Bible in English?
Guest moderator: Dr. Robert Daum, Vancouver School of Theology

The CHRONICLE

As Joel M. Hoffman observes in his recent book, And God Said: How Translations Conceal the Bible’s
Original Meaning (New York, 2010), translating a famous phrase in the Song of Songs as “my sister,
my bride” is likely to strike many readers as both unromantic and illegal! In this discussion we will
explore a few translation “howlers.” We also will consider what is lost and what is gained in various
English translations of the Hebrew Bible.
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Wednesday, April 13, 2011 | 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Topic: What is Jewish humour?
Guest moderator: Jeffrey Groberman, writer and producer
What is Jewish humour? No one can deny that to a high degree North American Arts and Entertainment
have been strongly influenced by it. What are the common themes? What defines it?

EDUCATION
By Molly Winston, Education Coordinator
Student Video Projects now online

In Fall 2009, grade 11 students at King David High School (KDHS)
embarked on an ambitious project - to create original videos exploring the immigration stories of their family members.
Using newly purchased video camera equipment and editing software made possible by a grant from the Avi Chai Foundation,
students received training by JMABC Education and Archives
staff on how to conduct interviews for historical purposes, how to
identify primary historical resources, and how to research for historical photographs and documents through the JMABC facility
and online genealogy and archives databases. After many months
of post-production, the videos are now available to view on the
JMABC website.
Special thanks to Eleanor Braude and Rabbi Daniel Siegel at
KDHS for their participation in the project.
Visit http://www.jewishmuseum.ca/youth to view all of the videos. Check regularly for updates and additions.

JMABC Educational Torah receives funding

Top: From the video “Julian Collis: An Immigration
Story ”
Bottom: From the video “My Immigrant Story: Max
James interviewing David Youngson”

In 2007, through combined donations, the JMABC received a
Pasul* sefer Torah from Rabbi Dina-Hasida Mercy of the Jewish
Chaplaincy Society of BC with the intent to use it for educational purposes within the Jewish Museum & Archives
of BC. Lacking an appropriate space within the JMABC facility to house the sefer Torah, the Torah was placed in
the care of Congregation Beth Israel until such time as funding was available for the creation of an appropriate
display and transportable hard case.
This past fall, the JMABC received funding from the Sophie
and Isaac Waldman Foundation in order to fulfill the original
intent of the sefer Torah as an educational tool in British Columbia. Funds will be used to purchase a museum-quality display stand and a transportation hard case to be used in future
exhibitions and school programs.

Education Volunteer Myriam Uzan assisting kids with a
craft activity during a family open house event. August
9, 2010.

*Non-kosher. Determined to be damaged beyond use and therefore appropriate as
an educational resource rather than used for religious practice.

The CHRONICLE

Funding will also allow for the development of an education
kit which will include activity sheets, biography booklets on
Jewish-Canadian immigrants, and kid-friendly photograph
and artifact reproductions. The kit will be made available to
teachers and institutions throughout the year.

7

Contribute to our cause, make donations online!
We are excited to announce our new fundraising program that enables you to contribute to the JHSBC online through
CanadaHelps.org. It is free, easy to use, and most importantly, secure.

How It Works:

CanadaHelps.org is a not-for-profit charity portal that serves as an information resource about charities in Canada and
seeks to promote and facilitate philanthropy through online giving. As a public foundation, CanadaHelps uses a donordirected funding model to facilitate online donations from donors to charities. CanadaHelps.org offers its services at a very
low cost to the charity and at no cost to the donor.
Visit http://www.canadahelps.org and search for “The Jewish Historical Society of British Columbia” or visit http://www.jewishmuseum.ca and look for the “Donate Now” link on the left-hand
margin of the web page.

JHSBC Wish List:
$400.........For the purchase of 2 terabyte external hard drives
which will store digitized Oral History interviews.
$150.........For the registration fee to have an exhibit table in the
2011 BC Teachers Federation new teachers’ conference.
$150.........For the purchase of the book: 150 years of The Oppenheimer Group, produced by The Oppenheimer Group ©
2008.

The CHRONICLE

$80...........For the purchase of a Platform Hand Truck for use in
moving archival materials.
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*Special thanks to Blake R. Wiggs of
Oyen Wiggs Green & Mutala LLP for his
services to the JHSBC.

TRIBUTES & DONATIONS

Mazel Tov

Carole Fader, Happy special birthday. JHS Board and
staff

Sympathy

Philip and Lori Barer, In memory of his mother Aileen.
Faye and Cyril Leonoff
Ruby Bortnick, In memory of her husband Max. Faye and
Cyril Leonoff
Irene Dodek, In memory of her sister, Annette Seydel. Diane and Gary Averbach, Noemi and Bill Gruenthal, Pat and
Harold Laimon, Betty and Irv Nitkin, JHS Board and staff
Leonor Etkin, In memory of Izzy Fraeme. Donna Love and
Earl Lesk
Isserow Family, in memory of Gabrielle. JHS Board of Directors
Joe Gold, In memory of his father David. JHS Board of Directors
Lyle Pullan, In memory of his wife Roz. Noemi and Bill Gruenthal
Joan Winniman, In memory of her husband, Allan. Kay
Levey
Kenny Wosk, In memory of his sister Miriam. Shirley Barnett
Mordechai Wosk, In memory of his sister Miriam. Shirley
Barnett, Bill Gruenthal
Yosef Wosk, In memory of his sister Miriam. Shirley Barnett, Noemi and Bill Gruenthal
Wosk Family, In memory of Miriam. JHS Board of Directors
Beatie Zack and Family, In memory of Jack. Sally Tobe

Speedy Recovery

and Jonathan Berkowitz, Seemah and Harold Berson, Janet
and Marty Braverman, Sue and Lee Cohene, Jack Chivo, Jody
and Harvey Dales, Reva and Ken Davidson, Irene and Mort
Dodek, Enid Edwards, Leonor Etkin, Sherold Fishman, Sharon and Ed Fitch, Marlene and Norman Franks, Dora and Sid
Golden, Effie and Harry Gordon, Zoe Gropper, Noemi and
Bill Gruenthal, Glenda and Arthur Guttman, Nancy Halpern, Edwina and Paul Heller, David Herman, Simma Holt,
Anne and Gerald Hudson, Max Jacobson, John Keenlyside,
Thelma Koffman Friedman, Kay Levey, Risa and Bill Levine,
Michael Levy, Richard Menkis, Bernice and Frank Miller,
Arnold Nemetz, Rochelle Moss, Claire Osipov, Ruth and
William Ross, Matthew Ross, Dessa and Arnie Sadovnick,
Stan Saibil, Beverly and Fred Schaeffer, Debby Freiman and
David Schwartz, Tracy Penner and Sam Shamash, Lee and
Bernie Simpson, Deborah Sutton, Ronnie and Barry Tessler, Neri and Aron Tischler, Gail and Richard Wenner, Sam
Winter, Yosef Wosk, Catherine Youngren Miriam Zbarsky.

New Members

Byron Aceman, Ron Altman, Hildy and Jeffrey Barnett, Jenny and Allan Corenblum, Jill Diamond, Barbara Freedman,
Donna and Neil Ornstein, Tracy Penner and Sam Shamash,
Bev and Rob Philipp, Rona Radler, Dessa and Arnie Sadovnick, Phyllis Simon, Michael Zoosman.

JHS and Bingo

Enjoy an evening and play Bingo at Boardwalk Gaming
Centre. This Bingo hall supports the Jewish Historical Society of BC and approximately 60 other local charities. Located on the 3rd floor – 7155 Kingsway. Plan a night of fun
at the Boardwalk Gaming Centre – it’s more fun than you
remember!

Jonathon Szeplabi. Noemi and Bill Gruenthal

Thinking of you

Donations

Ron Altman, Darlene and Richard Ames, Marie and Alex
Ash, Gary Averbach, Marcy Babins, Roberta Beiser, Heather
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Clifford Margolis, Happy birthday. Mildred and Allan Feldman
Marion Margolis Berz, Happy birthday. Mildred and Allan
Feldman
Nadia Ognistoff, Happy birthday. Noemi and Bill Gruenthal
Carole Taylor, In your honour. Bill Gruenthal

Do you know any of the people in these images or anything about the events being photographed?
Please send your information to archives@jewishmuseum.ca.

[Board members of the Jewish Community Centre], Vancouver, BC, [1963]
Photographer: Franz Lindner; Jewish Western Bulletin fonds; Source: Jewish Museum & Archives of BC; L.11549

Jewish Museum & Archives of British Columbia

Jewish Historical Society of BC Membership

Hours of Operation:

Comments are always welcome.
Please email them to info@jewishmuseum.ca
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Mondays to Thursdays: 9:30 am - 5:00 pm
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