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On the Cover:
‘Ready Simchat Torah’, many city NCSY members demonstrating in
solidarity with Soviet Jewry. State capital building, Olympia, Washington, Sept. 8, 1971. Jewish Western Bulletin fonds. Source: Jewish
Museum & Archives of BC; L.14045

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Gary Averbach, President
The Jewish Museum and Archives of British Columbia
is now comfortably settled in its new office at the Peretz
Centre for Secular Jewish Culture. Marcy Babins, our
Administrator and Molly Winston, our Educational
Coordinator, work out of those offices from Monday to
Thursday while Jennifer Yuhasz, our Archivist divides
her time between the Peretz Office and the JHSBC
Archives facility in Richmond.

for working so hard to see that this designation was
made and to Chris Friedrichs for steering the ceremony
committee.

Most importantly, the sad truth is that all these things
cost money to operate and we have made a commitment
to our membership to not spend money that we have
not yet secured. As I mentioned in the last Chronicle,
we have decided to ask people to sponsor or take part
Now that we are longer burdened with the cost of in sponsoring the various events noted above as well as
operating a physical museum, we are able to direct our many more ongoing programs and archives initiatives.
energies towards managing the Archives and offering a Donations can now be made easily online by visiting
wide array of programs to and for the community. One www.Canadahelps.org. We will appreciate any and all
of our most important programs is the Oral History support.
program, for which volunteers both interview and
transcribe personal histories for posterity. Our historical Finally, I want to wish you all a heartfelt Shana Tova
walking tours of Jewish sites in Vancouver and Victoria for the upcoming year. From all of us at the JMABC we
are proving more popular every year.
thank you for your past and future support.
Our website (www.jewishmuseum.ca) continues to
grow with more features including a new interactive
timeline. The timeline was made possible with support
from the Young Canada Works (YCW) Building Careers
in Heritage Program, Burton Software Inc. and JMABC
staff. Also this summer, the JMABC provided content
to the online exhibition “On the Map”, presented by
the Jewish Women’s Archive (www.jwa.org/onthemap).
Features such as these show how our goal of creating a
‘Virtual Museum’ is progressing.
Locally, the JMABC is working towards enshrining
Jewish history as part of the city of Vancouver’s 125th
Anniversary Celebration. Through participation in the
“Places that Matter” campaign created by the Vancouver
Heritage Foundation, the city’s first formal Congregation
(36 W. Cordova Street) and the former JCC (11th Ave
and Oak Street) will receive plaques in recognition of
their historical significance later this year.

We are excited to announce our new fundraising
program that enables you to contribute to the
JHSBC online through CanadaHelps.org. It is
free, easy to use, and most importantly, secure.

How To Donate Online:

1) Visit http://www.canadahelps.org and search
for “The Jewish Historical Society of British
Columbia” or visit http://www.jewishmuseum.
ca and look for the “Donate Now” link on the
left-hand margin of the web page.
2) Enter amount, frequency, and any special
designations to your donation.
3) Add this donation to your checkout Giving
Basket.
4) Pay for the donation using Visa, Mastercard,
American Express, Interac Online, or Paypal.
5) CanadaHelps.org will send you a tax receipt,
and will disburse your donation to the JHSBC.
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You may also have received an invitation to the David
Oppenheimer Commemoration event, which designated
David Oppenheimer as a “Person of National Historic
Significance”. The event took place on Sunday, August
28, 2011 in the Peretz Centre. Thank you to Cyril Leonoff

Make Donations
and Renew your
Membership Online:
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ARCHIVES

Online Photograph Database Project Phase 3 to begin in September
By Jennifer Yuhasz, Archivist
With support from Young Canada Works (YCW)
Building Careers in Heritage and Canadian Heritage
Information Network (CHIN), the JMABC will begin
an 18 week long project of digitizing the Leonard Frank
Photos Studio fonds1, logging photographs, and making
the newly digitized photographs available online.
This project will enable the digitization of approximately
2,500 Leonard Frank logging photographs from 19001944. This project will be the third phase of the Online First cars of lumber shipped from West coast of Vancouver
Photograph Database Project. In the first phase of Island, Port Alberni, BC; June 22, 1912; Photographer:
the Online Photograph Database Project, the JMABC Leonard Frank; LF.38813; JMABC
digitized 2,800 Otto F. Landauer photographs from the
Leonard Frank Photos Studio fonds (funded by YCW/CHIN). In the second phase the JMABC digitized 2,300
photographs from the Jewish Western Bulletin fonds (funded by YCW/CHIN).
Leonard Frank is renowned as one of the great photographers of Western Canada in the twentieth century. When
Leonard Frank (1870-1944) emigrated from Berne, Germany to British Columbia in 1894, it was to seek his
fortune in gold. The beginning of Frank’s photography career is attributed to chance – the winning of a crude
camera as a raffle prize at an Alberni mining camp. Frank began his career as a professional photographer in
the late 1890s while living in Alberni, BC. In 1917, he moved to Vancouver where he pursued his profession
with the Commercial Photo Company and later founded the Leonard Frank Photos Studio. Frank photographed
significant events and developments in British Columbia’s history. Major subject areas include: logging; railroads;
mining; fishing; shipping; transportation; construction of bridges and buildings in the Vancouver area; famous
people; First Nations people; and scenic views of mountains, coastal and urban areas. The Leonard Frank Photos
Studio fonds holds approximately 39,000 photographs and 2 metres of textual material.
A fonds is a French term for the records or papers of a particular
individual, institution, or organization. Appendix 1: Glossary
of Archival Terms, A Manual for Small Archives, (Archives
Association of British Columbia, 1988), http://aabc.ca/msa/
appendix_glossary_of_terms.htm.
1
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Do you know any of the people in this image or
anything about the event being photographed?
Please send your information to archives@
jewishmuseum.ca.
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Unidentified men meeting around a coffee
table, [circa 1955]; Jewish Western Bulletin fonds;
Jewish Museum & Archives of BC; L.13955

ARCHIVES
Oral History Program

The 2011 Oral History Program is continuing at a steady pace. Recent interviews
include: Doreen and Solly Globman; Dr. Morley Lertzman; Dr. Harold Laimon;
Elizabeth Wolak; Albert Melul; and Cyril E. Leonoff and Irene Dodek.
Thank you to all of our oral history interviewers and to all of our hard working
volunteers who work on oral history transcription.
We are always looking for more interviewers and more volunteers to do oral history
transcription. If you are interested in getting involved, please email archives@
jewishmuseum.ca.
Oral history interview with
Doreen Globman, Solly
Globman and interviewer
Naomi Caruso; June 2, 2011;
JMABC.

Recent Acquisitions

In the past few months we have received a number of acquisitions which include:
programs, invitations and clippings from Dan Rothenbush; oral history notes from
Irene Dodek; approximately 425 photographs from Shirley Barnett; material from
the International, National, and Provincial Council of Women from Rose Yorsh;
5 Jewish Camp photographs (Camp Hatikvah and Camp Miriam) from Ellen Yackness; ketubah, passports, resident
cards and working cards that belonged to Kiva and Mary Knopp (1949-1952) from Esther Caldes; and 12 banker’s
boxes of files and photographs from the Jewish Independent donated by Cynthia Ramsay.
Another interesting acquisition comes from Ruth Hess-Dolgin who
donated the Chelm Cultural Club fonds (1978-1986). The Chelm Cultural
Club was created by a group of Jewish friends who wanted to fill what
they experienced as a cultural void in Vancouver, both for themselves
and for the community at large. Primarily they wanted to see Jewish and
Israeli films, and to that end in 1978 they initiated a Jewish film festival
in Vancouver and named it the Chelm Cultural Club. In 1980 they
incorporated as a non-profit society and maintained it for nine years.
The founding and core members of the Chelm Cultural Club included:
Avi Dolgin, Ruth Hess-Dolgin, Shaya Kirman, Shanie Levin, and
Seymour Levitan. Other active participants over the years included:
Ned Glick, Alex Kliner, Edna Oberman, Barry Rabinowitz, and Abe
Schwartzman. Records include: flyers, financials, publicity, clippings,
certificate of incorporation, Society Act constitution, and catalogue
of films shown.
Visit http://www.memorybc.ca/chelm-cultural-club-fonds;rad to
see a full listing of the Chelm Cultural Club fonds.



Letter from Margaret Trudeau to Rose Yorsh; February 11, 1972; JMABC.
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As always, we would like to thank all of our donors for their
continued support and interest in the Nemetz Jewish Community
Archives. If you have something you would like to donate, please 		
email archives@jewishmuseum.ca.
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PUBLIC PROGRAMS
Jewish Museum & Archives of BC Philosophers’ Cafés
The Philosophers’ Café is a series of gatherings featuring high level public conversation. No philosophical training
or expertise is required. The Philosophers’ Café promotes open, meaningful dialogue on the discussion topic,
enabling participants to share their own ideas and to broaden their perspective by considering the views of others.
Presented through a Jewish perspective, the discussion topics range from history, art and culture, current events
and ethics. Cafés are presented in partnership with Simon Fraser University Department of Continuing Studies.
At the Peretz Centre for Secular Jewish Culture, Seniors Lounge
Admission: $5 per person, no RSVP required. For more information, contact (604) 257-5199.
Wednesday, September 14, 2011 - 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Topic: Are comics the most Jewish medium?
Guest Moderator: Miriam Libicki
After living in Jerusalem and Seattle, Washington, Miriam Libicki is now based in Vancouver,
BC. She completed her Bachelor’s of Fine Arts degree from Emily Carr University in 2006,
where she currently teaches a class on graphic memoir. She is the creator of the comic series,
Jobnik!, and the drawn essays Towards a Hot Jew, ceasefire, fierce ease and Jewish Memoir Goes
Pow! Zap! Oy!
Wednesday, December 14, 2011 - 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Topic: To be announced
Guest moderator: Rabbi Laura Duhan-Kaplan (Or Shalom)
Rabbi Laura Duhan-Kaplan has served as the Rabbi of Or Shalom Synagogue in Vancouver
since 2005. She received her Smicha (rabbinic ordination) from ALEPH (Alliance for Jewish
Renewal) and has taught courses at the University of British Columbia, Vancouver School of
Theology, and the Florence Melton Adult Jewish Studies Program. She is active in leadership
within ALEPH, serving as Vice Chair of the Board and as Dean of Students for the ALEPH
Rabbinic Program.

SAVE THE DATE
The Jewish Historical Society of British Columbia
Annual General Meeting
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Wednesday, November 30, 2011
7:30 pm - 8:00 pm
in the Ben & Esther Dayson Boardroom, 2nd floor JCC
Everyone Welcome
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Preceded by the book lecture “The Defining Decade” by Harold Troper
See page 6 for details

PUBLIC PROGRAMS

Become an Oral History Interviewer!
Oral History Interviewer Training Workshop
Sunday, November 27, 2011 | 10:00 am - 2:30 pm
at the Peretz Centre for Secular Jewish Culture
Presented by Irene Dodek and Jennifer Yuhasz
Whether you are a novice oral history interviewer, interested in creating your own oral
history program, or just seeking a refresher, this hands-on workshop will introduce
participants to the practice of interviewing for historical purposes as well as using digital tools for recording
oral history interviews. The workshop will cover a range of topics including: the differences between
oral history and oral testimony; understanding the role of the interviewer; preparing for an oral history
interview; dealing with difficult topics in an interview; understanding different interviewing methodologies;
and developing different interviewing skills and techniques.
Irene Dodek is experienced in interviewing Holocaust survivors for the Shoah Foundation and has been
interviewing Jewish community members for the Jewish Historical Society of British Columbia since 1970.
Jennifer Yuhasz is the Archivist of the Nemetz Jewish Community Archives at the Jewish Museum and
Archives of BC.
Registration: $80.00 per person. Seating is limited, registration is required. Refreshments provided,
but please bring a bag lunch. To register, contact Jennifer Yuhasz at (604)257-5199 or email: archives@
jewishmuseum.ca.

Genealogy Sundays: Trace your Jewish Ancestry
Did you know that volunteers from the Jewish Genealogical Institute of British
Columbia (JGIBC) are available to assist with genealogical queries on the last Sunday
of every month between 1:00pm and 4:00pm?
Trace your Jewish Ancestry at the Jewish Museum & Archives office (Peretz Centre)
and gain free access to genealogy databases like ancestry.com, findmypast.com, and
footnote.com.
Available by appointment only. Contact (604) 257-5199
or email info@jewishmuseum.ca to schedule an appointment.
The CHRONICLE
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PUBLIC PROGRAMS
THE DEFINING DECADE:
Identity, Politics, and the Canadian
Jewish Community in the 1960s
Lecture by Harold Troper

With an introduction by Professor Richard Menkis, UBC
Presented by the Jewish Museum and Archives of British Columbia
and the Cherie Smith JCCGV Jewish Book Festival
Wednesday, November 30, 2011 - 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm
Ben & Esther Dayson Boardroom, JCCGV 2nd floor
Tickets: $12 per person, $10 per JHSBC member
The 1960s was a decade like no other. It is still remembered today as a period of youthful exuberance and social
upheaval. But Harold Troper’s The Defining Decade argues there was also a separate and distinctively Canadian
Jewish 1960s, a decade in which a crescendo of events came together to remake the Canadian Jewish community.
Troper guides us through the intensity of these events – the coming to prominence of Holocaust survivors and
their children in the wake of the Eichmann Trial exactly fifty years ago; the Quiet Revolution which eventually
sparked an exodus of almost 40,000 Jews from Montreal, many going to Toronto and others further west to Calgary
and Vancouver; the election of Pierre Elliott Trudeau in the federal riding of Mt. Royal, then the singularly most
Jewish riding in Canada; the markedly successful Jewish assault on the antisemitism of exclusion that previously
saw quotas against Jews in Canadian university, restrictions on Jewish admission to the professions and access to
private clubs and social organizations; the birth of the Soviet Jewry campaign in which Canadian Jewry played a
lead role; and, most dramatically, the 1967 Six Day War which cemented Canadian Jews bonds with Israel as no
other event before or since.
Harold (Hesh) Troper is an acclaimed writer, historian and academic. He is a professor in the
Department of Theory and Policy Studies at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education.
None is Too Many, which he authored with Irving Abella, was selected as one of the 100 most
important Canadian books ever written by the Literary Review of Canada. Troper is the author
of several other celebrated titles, including, The Ransomed of God: The Secret Rescue of the Jews
of Syria and Old Wounds: Jews, Ukrainians and the Hunt for Nazi War Criminals in Canada. His
most recent book is The Defining Decade: Identity, Politics and The Canadian Jewish Community
in the 1960s.
**The Annual General Meeting of the Jewish Historical Society of BC to immediately follow the lecture.
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Tickets available for purchase beginning October 15, 2011 at the JCCGV front desk, by phone (604) 257-5111 or
online at http://www.jewishbookfestival.ca/.
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PEOPLE

Archives Assistant - Anna Wilkinson

As part of an Irving K. Barber BC History Digitization Program grant, I am currently
converting many of the JHSBC’s oral history audio cassette tapes into digital files.
The digitization process not only helps to preserve the oldest interviews but also
makes the collection much more accessible. Individuals can quickly scan digitized
interviews for pertinent information, researchers and community members can
request copies of interviews on compact discs, and the general public will be able to
listen to audio excerpts through the JHSBC’s website. To date, I have digitized 142 of
500 oral history audio cassette tapes.
Another part of the project is the careful transcription of these stories of Jewish life
in BC. So far, I have transcribed six interviews with people such as Eli Barish and Dr. Irving Snider. With every hour
of recorded interview taking an average of four to six hours to transcribe, this process requires meticulous attention
to detail but is also deeply rewarding. As another transcription volunteer Gillian Levy commented, “I spend so much
time with these people, I almost feel like I know them.”
The personal nature of these memories provides a rich and engaging portrait of the BC Jewish community. For example,
in the following anecdote Irma Zack speaks to Dorothy Grad about growing up in Vancouver:
“You know and I remember going downtown by myself when I was 10 years old which neither our children or our
grandchildren have been able to do. And, I remember going to religious school three days a week…And your older sister
Lillian and I went on the same day, we were able to go to class together. And I remember so well we would meet, on the
day that it was your mother’s turn, we did not drive a car. We would meet and your mother would give us milk and cookies
and we’d call a cab. And I remember she was very [clear] with the cab driver: ‘Now you just go very carefully because
you’ve got a very precious load there.”
I look forward to making more unique stories accessible as I continue to digitize and transcribe the JHSBC’s diverse
oral history collection.

Education Assistant - Mairin Kerr

From June through August 2011, Mairin Kerr worked as the Education Assistant for
the JMABC. With support from the Young Canada Works (YCW) Building Careers
in Heritage Program, Mairin was instrumental in creating new educational resources
both online and in school program materials.
Among her many projects was the development of an interactive timeline, featured
on the JMABC website. The timeline was created with support from Burton Software
Inc. and the THEN/HiER History Education Program.

To view the timeline and educational resources, visit www.jewishmuseum.ca/timeline.
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Mairin recently completed a Masters of Museum Studies degree at the University of Toronto. Mairin also holds a
Bachelor of Arts Honours with a major in Classical Studies from Queen’s University. During her time in Ontario
Mairin interned at the Royal Ontario Museum and conducted a visitor study at the Art Gallery of Ontario (for which
she won the AGO Visitor Experience Award). Upon completing her summer position as Education Assistant at the
Jewish Museum & Archives of BC, Mairin will be pursuing a Graduate Internship in School Programs at the Getty
Villa in Los Angeles, CA.
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WANTED!

For the JHSBC Archives

Past JNF Negev Dinner Souvenir Booklets:

2001 – 100 Top Donor Families
1999 – Lohn Foundation
1997 – Annette Rothstein
1996 – Jerusalem 3000 Anniversary
1992 – The Honourary Board B.C. Forest in Israel
1985 – Senator Jack Austin
1984 – Jim Pattison
1983 – The Heroes of the Galil
1982 – The Jewish Spirit
1981 – Past Presidents
1980 – Alec Jackson
1979 – John Allen Fraser
1978 – Dr. Arthur Hayes
1973 – Louis Lefohn
1972 – Julius Balshine
1970 – Dr. John Secter and Lee Secter

1968 – Joshua Checov
1967 – Gertrude and Sidney Zack
1966 – Harry From and Marjorie Groberman
1965 – Meyer and Blossom Wine
1961 – Max and Bessie Waterman
1959 – Esmond Lando
1956 – Samuel Rothstein
1955 – Jessie Allman and Dave Nemetz
1995 (Victoria) – Mel Cooper
1993 (Victoria) – Siegal Family
1990 (Victoria) – April D. Katz
1998 (Kelowna) – Mel Kotler
1994 (Kelowna) – Cliff and Lois Serwa

Please contact Jennifer Yuhasz at (604) 257-5199
or email archives@jewishmuseum.ca if you have any of these booklets and would like to donate.

JHSBC Wish List:
Education Collection:
We are seeking donations of used or new cloth fabric for use as a Chuppah during School Programs.
If you think you may have something appropriate, please contact (604) 257-5199 or email education_
coordinator@jewishmuseum.ca.
$300...........................For the purchase of a screenprinted tablecloth with the JMABC logo on it for use in
festivals and exhibitions.
$750...........................For the production and installation of a plaque in recognition of the Dunn-Miller
Block (8-28 West Cordova Street), site of the first public Jewish services in Vancouver (1891).
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$750...........................For the production and installation of a plaque in recognition of the first Jewish
Community Centre in Vancouver (2675 Oak Street).
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Thank You!

To Glenda and Arthur Guttman for the donation of bookcases to the JHSBC.
To Safeway Foods Canada for the donation of floral arrangements for the David Oppenheimer Event.

TRIBUTES & DONATIONS
Mazel Tov

Shirley and Ted Kohn, Happy Anniversary. Noemi and
Bill Gruenthal.
Shael Smith, Happy Birthday. Irene Gutman and Sasha,
Josh, Talia and Brianne.

Speedy Recovery

Shirley Barnett, JHS Staff and Board of Directors.
Faye Leonoff, Shirley Barnett, Noemi and Bill Gruenthal,
JHS Staff and Board of Directors.
H. Saul Goldberg, Noemi and Bill Gruenthal.

Sympathy

Ray Finegood, In memory of her daughter. Natalie and
George Weinstein.
Michael Levy, In memory of his mother. Noemi and
Bill Gruenthal, JHS Staff and Board of Directors.

Donations

Gary Averbach, Sharon and Ed Fitch, Noemi and Bill
Gruenthal, Richard Menkis, Trasolini Chetner.

Volunteers

Thank you to the following volunteers for their
continued support: Olessia Makarenia, Gillian Levy,
Thyrza Cohen, Moshe Parnes, Irene Dodek, Naomi
Caruso, Miriam Warren, Heather Duff, Lorraine
Isaacson, Janice Masur, Leonor Etkin, Ophira
Schwarzfeld, Steve Burton, Evelyn Silver, Adele
Vernon.

Endowment Fund

An endowment fund in the name of Cyril Leonoff,
founder and Historian Emeritus of the Jewish
Historical Society of BC, has been established at the
Jewish Community Foundation. This endowment
fund supports the research, writing and publication
of the story of the Jewish people of British Columbia.
Donations to the Fund can be made directly by phoning
the Jewish Community Foundation at 604-257-5100.

Recent Event:

Crowd gathered outside the Oppenheimer
Warehouse (100 Powell Street) during a Historic
Walking Tour of Jewish Strathcona and Gastown,
June 26, 2011. Presented with the Vancouver
Heritage Society.
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Recent acquisition: Mariem Knopp’s French passport; 1951; JMABC.

Jewish Museum & Archives of British Columbia

Jewish Historical Society of BC Membership

Hours of Operation:

Comments are always welcome.
Please email them to info@jewishmuseum.ca

6184 Ash Street, Vancouver, BC V5Z 3G9
www.jewishmuseum.ca | info@jewishmuseum.ca
Phone: (604) 257-5199 | Fax: (604) 257-5198
Mondays to Thursdays: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Fridays by appointment
Administration: Marcy Babins
Archives: Jennifer Yuhasz
Education: Molly Winston

$54 Household Membership
$75 Institutional Membership

Published by: The Jewish Historical Society of British
Columbia. All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or
part without written consent is prohibited. Contents ©
2011, The Jewish Historical Society of British Columbia.

