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President’s
Message

Simon Leiser’s second “Big Store”, opened April-May 1900 in Cumberland, B.C. L.06619.
Did you know that the gramophone was invented by
Emile Berliner, a Jewish Montrealer, in 1887? Since then,
the contributions of Canadian Jews - including those
from BC - have been incredible and ongoing. In politics,
science, and law; literature, journalism, and theatre;
music, television, film, and countless other disciplines.
The role of the JMABC has been to record and
document Jewish history in B.C. and, through the course
of my presidency over the last five years, it has done this
very well.
For the JMABC, the past five years have been notable:
1. In helping our recall of Jewish history in BC and our
understanding of the present and future with events
such as:
• The exhibit Fred Schiffer: Lives in Photos
• From Schmata to Chic, the Ivan Sayers curated
fashion show launch of our 2015/16 edition of The
Scribe: Focus on the Fashion Industry
• The restoration of Mountain View Cemetery and
development of the accompanying walking tour
• The addition of 160 new JMABC members; and,
• Thousands of research requests.
2. Through building on earlier accomplishments by:
• Adding Michael Schwartz as our Director of
Community Engagement and Alysa Routtenberg as
our Archivist
• Building a new website at: www.jewishmuseum.ca
• Adding fourteen new board members with a
diverse range of skills, ages and experience
• Adding vast amounts of new material to the
archives; and,
• Increasing the visibility of the JMABC.
3. In providing opportunities to learn about shared
experiences by:

Family Journey from Svatatroiske to Vancouver,
the first in our series of family history books; and,
• Producing The Kitchen Stories podcast and
creating and hosting The Chosen Food Supper
Club.
4. By helping us to live in the present through recording
our history with:
• Seven new online exhibits
• Editions of our annual journal The Scribe that have
focussed on the furniture industry, scrap metal
industry, fashion industry, and soon the history of
local Jewish cemeteries and burial practices
• The 150th Anniversary celebrations of
Congregation Emanu-El; and,
• Over 150 oral histories recorded.
This impressive list of accomplishments has been made
possible through the generous ongoing support of you,
our members and donors. Our dedicated Board of
Directors and our wonderful, creative and hardworking
staff devote each day to safeguarding our community
history and envisioning new ways of making it accessible
and engaging.
As a registered non-profit, the JMABC receives support
from the Jewish Federation of Greater Vancouver and
other foundations. However, we still depend on the
generous support of our members and supporters to
enable us to complete our important work. We are
grateful for member support for more than forty-six
years and count on membership renewals, new members
and ongoing contributions.

Perry Seidelman
President

• Publishing Don’t Break the Chain: The Nemetz
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Four Questions
This summer, two major projects have been underway here at
the JMABC. The first is the 2017 edition of our annual journal,
The Scribe, this year on the topic of Jewish cemeteries and burial
practices. It is being edited by Cythia Ramsey, who has been our
editor since 2009.

Cynthia
Ramsey

The second project is East End Stories, an innovative approach to
making our community history more widely accessible. The JMABC
has partnered with acclaimed filmmaker Gordon McLennan to
produce a series of six short videos chronicling significant moments,
locations, people and organizations from our community’s early
history. Each of these videos will be available for viewing on the
JMABC website, and will be linked to a location in Strathcona, a
neighbourhood once known as “The East End”.
In anticipation of these two exciting projects, we asked Cynthia and
Gordon a few questions about their approach to their work.

Editor, The Scribe
What are some stories that you’ve found
most interesting?

How challenging has the research
process been?

This year’s issue of The Scribe focuses
on British Columbia’s Jewish cemeteries
and, therefore, includes oral history on
Jewish burial traditions. The respect given
to someone once they’ve died, how the
community cares for the deceased, is quite
beautiful.

Previous editions of The Scribe have had
many more oral history excerpts, which have
to be fact-checked as best as possible and
this issue has required much less research
in that regard. As well, we’re including a few
articles that have been published elsewhere
already, so the editing goes more quickly.

The other aspect that moved me is how
difficult - or impossible - it is to have a
Jewish burial if you live in a small town. We
often talk about kashrut, a Jewish education
or other parts of Jewish life being harder to
find in smaller communities, but not as much
about what happens when we are Jewish and
we die in these places, which have been our
home.

Based on your experience with similar
projects, what is your approach in
beginning a project such as this?
The journal has a publications committee.
Most of us have been on it several years
but then we invite onto it temporarily - for
the length of the production process - a
knowledgeable person on the topic being
highlighted. (A couple of community experts
have ended up joining the committee, which
has been great.)

The process has been to start with a
committee meeting and decide on our wish
list of articles and images to include. After a
few meetings, we pare that down to what’s
feasible, prepare an outline and then start
gathering and editing the material.
What do you enjoy about working on this
type of community history project? Why
do you keep doing it?
Knowing more about the history of the
community makes me feel more part of it.
While I did not grow up in Vancouver, I know
its Jewish community better than any other,
and that gives me a stronger foundation
and connection than I otherwise would have.
And, speaking of community, the people on
the committee are one of the main reasons I
keep doing it - I enjoy working with them.

Note: As the 2017 edition of The Scribe
nears completion, work has begun on the
2018 edition, which will feature the history of
restaurateurs in the community. If you or a
family member has run restaurants, we want
to hear from you! Contact 604.257.5199 or
info@jewishmuseum.ca
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Gordon
McLennan
Director, East End Stories
What are some stories that you’ve found
most interesting?
While all the stories we’re doing for East
End Stories are interesting, the story of
David Oppenheimer is remarkable. Before
becoming the second mayor of Vancouver in
1886, he had already been involved in the key
events of what would become the province
of British Columbia - from the Fraser Gold
Rush to helping raise funds to build the
Canadian Pacific Railroad to the coast. Mr.
Oppenheimer had lived in Victoria and in
Yale on the Fraser River before moving to
the fledgling town of Vancouver. During his
tenure as mayor, he had a hand in building
or establishing Stanley Park, a street car
system, the fire department and a city
hospital, just to name a few.
How challenging has the research
process been?
The challenge with all these archival photobased projects is of course locating the
photographs to tell the stories. In the oldest
stories that begin in the 1860s and 70s,

the medium of photography had not been
around very long so photographs are scarce.
Rather than reuse the same iconic photos
from that era that many have seen before,
those found in the local public archives, it’s a
challenge to try and find fresh images. These
are most often found in individual and family
collections.
Based on your experience with similar
projects, what is your approach in
beginning a project such as this?
I’ve been making documentary films for
many, many years. Although the subjects
are ever changing, the basic building blocks
required to a documentary film don’t change.
For East End Stories, we’re trying to find the
most interesting and memorable stories, the
best visuals to tell those stories, and good
narrators who can help engage an audience
and bring the story alive.

interesting is meeting the people who are
behind the stories - often second, third or
even fourth generation family members of
the subjects of the stories. In the stories
themselves, the struggles and triumphs of
individuals, or groups who came together
for mutual aid, are inspirational and never
cease to amaze me. From many countries,
generations of immigrants have built one
of the most multicultural countries in the
world. It’s a privilege to be able to gather
these stories and make them available to
audiences of all ages.

What do you enjoy about working on this
type of community history project? Why
do you keep doing it?
I enjoy many aspects of these types of
community based projects. One of the most

Above: Men building streetcar tracks along
Powell Street, between Hawks and Campbell
Streets, 1890. Courtesy City of Vancouver
Archives. CVA LGN 1014.
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Projects Underway
As mentioned on the preceding page,
we are eagerly at work on a new project
celebrating our community’s early history.
East End Stories will comprise six short
films marking significan individuals,
organizations, and places in our community
history. Researcher Kristina Kapitza has
been hard at work this summer collecting
material for this series.
Kristina comes to us with three summers
experience working at BC museums and
this September departs for Newcastle
University to begin her MA in Museum
Studies.
“I have enjoyed having the opportunity
each summer to learn about the
communities and cultures which make up
my province. This summer, I have been

responsible for conducting research for
East End Stories by exploring the people,
families, and organizations who were
the backbone of the Jewish community
in Strathcona and in the wider city of
Vancouver. Examples include illustrious
figures such as David Oppenheimer and
Rabbi Nathan Pastinsky, and paramount
organizations such as Schara Tzedeck and
the National Council of Jewish Women.
“I am nearly finished the research, and
with the help of a filmmaker, we have
turned my research into narrative scripts.
We are currently in the midst of collecting
photographs to feature in the films. I have
dug deep in to the archives at the JMABC
as well as delving into archives across BC,
Canada, and the world to find photographs

East End
Stories
that perfectly illustrate the stories of the
colourful people that made up the Jewish
community in Strathcona.”
East End Stories will be released in mid2018. Stay tuned for further information
about this exciting project.

The
Peretz
Centre
Fonds
In early 2015, the JMABC received a
donation of nineteen boxes of material
from the Peretz Centre. This wealth of
material charts over seventy years of the
history of the organization, from 1943 to
2014. This collection comprises over 400
files, primarily administrative and financial
records, giving a captivating summary of
the organization’s evolution through the
decades.
Our Archives Assistant this summer,
Rebecca Silver, has spent the past two
months diligently archiving this collection.
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Rebecca is a third year honours student
enrolled in the History program at the
University of British Columbia.
“Being able to work with the Peretz fonds
gave me insight into how progressive
secular Judaism evolved over the years
in Vancouver,” Rebecca reports. “By
becoming immersed in the Peretz files, I
was able to see the ups and downs that
the organization encountered throughout
the years, since its establishment in 1946.
“I feel extremely lucky to have been able
to spend my summer with the JMABC,

working on a project I am passionate
about. Not only have I learned many new
and relevant skills, such as processing
and digitizing archival material and using
the AtoM software, but I have been able
to learn about Jewish history and the
Jewish community, information that I find
extremely valuable.”
We thank Rebecca for all her dedicated
hard work this past summer, and we wish
her all the best as she returns to her
studies.

Letters of
Love &
Laughter
This summer we were fortunate to
welcome back one of our past archives
assistants, Alexa Barran.
A student of Archival Studies and Library
Information studies at UBC’s iSchool, Alexa
joined us this summer to digitize portions
of the Fromson Family fonds and develop
this material into the new online exhibit,
Letters of Love & Laughter, which will
launch later this year.
“The bulk of the material that I have
digitized consists of letters exchanged
between Ann (nee Goldberg) and Ralph
Fromson. The couple’s correspondence
began when the pair were introduced
in 1931, and continued through their
courtship phase culminating in their
marriage in April 1933; the letters then

resumed when Ralph, a military man
and member of the Royal Canadian
Ordnance Corps, was mobilized in Regina
Saskatchewan during the Second World
War.”
The collection was donated to the JMABC
in 2016 by Ralph & Ann’s son, Teddy
Fromson. Their letters and photographs
give fascinating insight into this family’s
lives, their involvement in the Vancouver
Jewish Community, and Ralph’s military
career.
“I became very close to this couple over
the course of this summer, and was
charmed by their love and humour. I’m
excited to see this exhibit launch in the fall
so that others can appreciate this special
love story.”
Ralph and Ann Fromson, ca. 1950. L.25901

Meet Me
At The
Sylvia
Archival research has a tendency to take
us to unexpected locations. This summer,
researcher Jack Phillips and Director of
Community Engagement Michael Schwartz
have found themselves on the stage of the
Waterfront Theatre on Granville Island,
and rooting around in a basement storage
locker at the edge of Stanley Park.
Just another day in the life at the JMABC.
This summer, the JMABC has been
collaborating with local theatre group Kol
Halev, in preparation for their upcoming
musical, Meet Me at the Sylvia, set to
debut November 8th, onstage at the
Waterfront Theatre.

The JMABC will contribute a preshow
slideshow that will set the historical
context for the musical to follow.
“Meet Me at the Sylvia is set in 1912,
the year that the Hotel Sylvia was
constructed,” explains Jack. “Our goal with
the preshow has been to tell the history
of Vancouver at that time, with particular
attention given to the many minority
groups living in various corners of the city.
“Since I started working with the Jewish
Museum and Archives of BC, I have been
able to learn so much about the history
of the Jewish community in Canada and in
British Columbia. As someone originally

from the UK, and who only came to
Vancouver four years ago after spending
six years in Calgary, my knowledge of local
BC history was sadly lacking. My time at
the JMABC has gone some way to remedy
that deficiency.
Working with an organization so dedicated
to the preservation and sharing of
community history has has been a hugely
rewarding experience.”

Above, left: Sylvia, Aileen, and Cyril
Goldstein on English Bay Beach, 1919.
L.08101
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This summer I have been fortunate to continue my
work with the Jewish Museum and Archives, producing
their podcast series The Kitchen Stories. Last summer
when I first joined the JMABC through a Young Canada
Works position, this project was a seedling. Returning to
work on the series this summer, I enjoyed reflecting on
how far the project has matured with the help of many
interviewees, volunteers and fellow staff members.
I set out gathering content around a core theme of food
justice & inequality. My interest in this topic stemmed
from an initial interview with Sara Ciacci, who holds an
incredible memory of the history and founding of the
Jewish Food Bank. In its earliest days, this food bank was
the efforts of a small group of dedicated women who
bagged food in their basements late into the night. When
I sat down to interview Shelley Ail and Iris Dayson, it was
clear that the Jewish Food Bank today is still powered
by immense dedication and teamwork amongst its
volunteers.

APRIL
THOMPSON
SERIES
PRODUCER

From this, I started to investigate the alternative food
drives that exist and the ways that a younger generation
is engaging with food inequality with an eye toward
sustainability. People like David Schein, founder of
Food Stash, spoke about the ways we can improve food
donation to keep sources local while chipping away at the
huge problem that is commercial food waste. Others, like
Marc Schutzbank of Fresh Roots, are bringing change
through urban farming and the educational yield that
hands-on learning can bring for youth.
Out of these inspiring conversations I was lead to also
investigate where there is room for improvement within
food justice. Stephanie Lim, a member of the Vancouver
Food Policy Council, spoke with me about the ways that
municipal government conversations over food policy
need to be more inclusive, acknowledging that food
inequality and race are inextricably linked. Others, like
Andrew Riseman, Associate Professor of Applied Biology
and Plant Breeding at the Faculty of Land and Food
Systems, UBC, sat down with me to shed light on what
exactly is meant by sustainability and the role of plant
genetics in the design of sustainable production systems.
Beyond what is mentioned here, my investigation
(which started out as a thematic episode on food
justice) has forked off into many new pathways and
rich conversations. As with the prior content that we
have amassed for The Kitchen Stories episodes, I knew
that this theme would garner more questions than it
would answers. I look forward to pulling these pieces of
the puzzle into production over the coming weeks to
share with you a series of episodes that give voice to
important dialogues that are taking place on the role of
food in our community.
To hear past episodes and stay current, visit:
jewishmuseum.ca/the-kitchen-stories
or search for The Kitchen Stories in the iTunes store.

Josy and Bill Nadiger, and Joyce Ozier making kreplach
at The Chosen Food Supper Club, April 23, 2017.
7

Celebrating Harvest Together
Each fall, the holiday of Sukkot
reminds us of Judaism’s
agricultural roots and the 40
years of migration our ancestors
endured following their release
from slavery in Egypt.
Like many Jewish holidays,
Sukkot carries universal themes
that remain resonant today. Our
reliance upon and responsibility
to maintain the environment;
migration, exile, and the search
for a new home faced by those
displaced by war and other
crises; the warmth and comfort
of gathering with family and
friends around the dinner table.
This fall, the Jewish Museum
and Archives of BC joins with
the Grandview Woodland Food
Connection and Or Shalom to
host an intercultural celebration
of home and harvest, anchored
by the holiday of Sukkot.
We hope you will join us
for a special Sukkot feast
at the inaugural Britannia
Sukkot Festival on Tuesday,
October 10th. A collaboration
between diverse community
organizations, this evening
will include Coast Salish
blessings by Senaqwila Wyss,
and Sukkot blessings by Rabbi
Hannah Dresner. The meal
will be prepared by Tayybeh: A
Celebration of Syrian Cuisine,
a local catering company
established by six recent
immigrants.

In preparation for this special
event, this past spring the
JMABC collaborated with
the Britannia Woodland Food
Connection to host a sukkah
design competition. We received
many innovative entries and
are pleased to announce the
winning design, Eyepiece, by local
architecture firm, FSOĂRK.
The roof of Eyepiece is
comprised of interconnected
triangular wooden frames,
in which plant specimens are
embedded in thin lenses of
organic resin. This design
adheres to the criteria that
the roof of a sukkah be made
of plant materials, but does so
in a contemporary fashion. In
keeping with tradition, the roof
is permeable to allow the stars
to be seen from within, while
still providing shelter to the
gathered guests.
The plants selected have been
foraged locally and have been
selected for their significance
to the local First Nations. Some
plants form part of traditional
First Nations diets, while others
hold ceremonial or medicinal
meaning.
Please join us for this very
special event!

The Britannia Sukkot Festival
Tuesday, October 10, 2017
5 - 8 pm
Dinner by Donation
Britannia Community Centre
Carving Pavillion
1001 Cotton Drive

Artist’s rendering of Eyepiece, the winning sukkah
design by Imu Chan and Aleksander Rokosz of FSOĂRK.

Advanced registration required;
space is limited.
Reserve your spot at:
jewishmuseum.ca/sukkot/
or call 604.257.5199
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The Chosen Food
Supper Club
This spring and summer, the Peretz Centre
kitchen has been a hive of activity as over
175 people have joined us to celebrate the
diversity of Jewish cuisine through The
Chosen Food Supper Club.
We’ve enjoyed food from the Isle of Rhodes,
South Africa, Montreal, and much more.
We’ve also shared family memories from all
corners of the world.
We’d like to thank everyone who has made
this series a resounding success, specifically
our sponsors, volunteers and community
partners: Instafund, Jewish Federation of
Greater Vancouver, the Jewish Community
Foundation, the Peretz Centre for Secular
Judaism, the Governments of Canada, BC,
and Vancouver;
Legacy Liquor Store, Kafka’s Coffee and
Tea, the Real Canadian Superstore, The
Contemporary Art Gallery, The HUA
Foundation;
Derya Akay, Erika Balcombe, Alexa Barran,
Lior Ben-Yehuda, Gordon Brandt, Barbi
Braude, Junie Chow, Sara Ciacci, Thanushi
Eagalle, Leonor Etkin, Michael and Sharon
Estrella, Debby Freiman, Shelley Goldberg,
Anna Gooding, Claire Hammer, Sam Heller,
Carol Herbert, Kevin Huang, Aaron Kafka,
Debbie Kafka, Kristina Kapitza, Leanna Katz,
Anita Leonoff, Joyce Liao, Josefa Michaelson,
Kara Mintzberg, Jack Phillips, Alan Rees,
David Schwartz, Rebecca Silver, Sheila
Smith, Joan Thornley, Emily Tso, and Jeff
Zingeler.
And a very special thank you to the amazing
Chef Don Letendre, who devoted hours of
time and much expertise to ensuring that
the kitchen ran like clockwork.
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This Page:
Kylé McPhedran, Patricia
McQuaig, and Joan Thornley
prepare zayit b’bayit - olives
wrapped in dough - at Shavuot
of Kibbutz, June 4. Ted Zacks is
in the foreground.
Chef Don Letendre scoops pap
- cooked corn meal - at From
Cape Town with Love, June 18.
Opposite Page:
Munir Squires, Joanna
Schwartz, and Eric Finkel listen
as Allison Enjetti shares a family
memory at From Cape Town
with Love, June 18.
Caron Bernstein, Georgia
Geller, Louise Eade, Patricia
McQuaig, and Byron Aceman
share laughs at Smoked Meat:
Authentic Montreal Deli, July 30.
Michael Estrella recounts the
history of Montreal smoked
meat as Brenda and Ron
Appleton listen in, July 30.
Estrella’s legendary Montrèalstyle smoked meat, July 30.
David Schwartz, Byron Aceman,
and Jesse Halperin listen as
Caron Bernstein recalls her
bubbe’s fondness for ptche, an
aspic made with chicken feet.
Two salads served at Shavuot
on Kibbutz, June 4: grapes,
pistachios, mint, and feta; and
grape tomatoes with fresh
oregano.

Sandy Schmidt, Ron Clifford,
Megan and Aaron Kafka, Bonnie
Shapiro, Stephen Shapiro,
Veronica Rossos, Melanie
Samuels, Diane Mah, Angela
Cho, and Shelley Seidelman
make Biscochus de Huevo sesame-dipped cookies - at
Delights from the Jews of
Rhodes, May 7.
Guests folding Chinese fish
dumplings at My Darling
Dumpling, April 23.
Judy Stoffman, Michelle
Langlois, Kylé McPhedran, and
Patricia McQuaig enjoy a glass
of wine at Shavuot of Kibbutz,
June 4.
Shelley Goldberg, Michael
Schwartz, Don Letendre, Joyce
Liao, Leanne Katz, Shlomo
Yekutieli, Alexa Barran, and
Shelley Seidelman listen as
Alan Rees explains the history
of South African food at From
Cape Town with Love, June 18.
All photos by Thanushi Eagalle
for the JMABC.
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Amazing Grace
McCarthy was a key player in Vancouver’s successful bid to host
the 1986 World Exposition, an event that catalysed the city’s rapid
growth over the subsequent decades. Other notable events in
McCarthy’s career were her supervision of the construction of the
SkyTrain, and her negotiations to place sparkling white lights on
the Lion’s Gate Bridge. Although she put her name forward twice,
McCarthy was never elected as the leader of the Social Credit Party.

Ben and Esther Dayson, Grace and Ray McCarthy at the 1992 Youth
Aliyah Tribute Dinner honouring Naomi Frankenburg, held at the
Four Seasons Hotel. L.20131.
The BC Jewish community lost a dear friend and ally
this spring, with the passing of former Deputy Premier
Grace McCarthy, OC, OBC. In recognition of this
remarkable woman, we present a brief tribute to her life
and accomplishments.
Grace McCarthy was born in Vancouver on October
14th, 1927. After establishing a successful florist shop,
she entered politics for the first time in the 1950s. She
served on the Vancouver Park Board for three terms,
and, as a member of the Social Credit Party, won in
the riding of Vancouver-Little Mountain in the 1966
provincial election. As a result of this victory, McCarthy
was named as part of Premier W.A.C. Bennett’s cabinet.
During her time in Bennett’s cabinet, she successfully
campaigned in the Canadian federal and BC provincial
parliaments for the introduction of a law allowing
unmarried women to apply for mortgages without a male
guarantor.
Following the Social Credit Party’s defeat to the NDP in
the 1972 provincial election, McCarthy became president
of the party, and it was largely thanks to her tireless
campaigning throughout BC that the Social Credit
Party was successful in the 1975 election. McCarthy
herself went on to become a senior cabinet minister in
the provincial governments of Premiers W.R. Bennett
and Bill Vander Zalm, serving the people of BC until her
resignation in 1988. During this period, she became the
first female Deputy Premier in Canada.
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Following her retirement, McCarthy established the Children with
Intestinal and Liver Disorders (CH.I.L.D.) Foundation, raising money
for the research and treatment of Crohn’s disease, ulcerative colitis,
and liver disorders. McCarthy was appointed an Officer of the Order
of Canada in 1992, and was awarded the Order of British Columbia in
2004. Dubbed “Amazing Grace” by members of her party, McCarthy,
a proud British Columbian, was well-regarded by both friend and
opponent for her integrity, her service to her province, and her
strength. In an age when influential women were uncommon in
provincial politics, McCarthy had a major impact on women’s rights
and the presence of women in politics throughout both BC and
Canada.
McCarthy was a strong supporter of the BC Jewish Community, and
a fierce opponent of anti-Semitism within the province. “In the early
days of the Social Credit Party it was tainted with the perception
of anti-Semitism,” remarks JMABC member and former NDP MLA
Bernie Simpson, CM. “[McCarthy] was instrumental in changing that
perception. She was also a true friend to the State of Israel and was
recognized for her efforts by the Jewish National Fund who honoured
her with a [Negev Testimonial] dinner [in March, 1993]. My wife Lee
and I join with the community in mourning her passing.”
In addition to serving on the committee of the Jewish National
Fund of Canada for many years, McCarthy worked to combat antiSemitism as a member of the Board of Governors of the Vancouver
Holocaust Education Centre, and a director of the Canadian
Association of Christians and Jews from 1970-1973. McCarthy also
regularly attended the annual Kristallnacht commemoration, as well
as countless other community events. She was closely associated
with the campaign to raise funds for the expansion of the Louis Brier
Home and Hospital, dedicated to helping Vancouver’s Jewish seniors.
As well as working with the BC Jewish community, McCarthy was a
supporter of the worldwide Jewish community, vocally promoting
the rights and well-being of Jews all over the globe. Through her
work with a number of BC’s Jewish organizations, McCarthy became
friends with many members of BC’s Jewish community. She passed
away on May 24th, 2017.

Archives Report
I say it every year but it has been an incredibly busy
summer here at the archives. Shortly after saying
goodbye to Archives Assistant Anna Gooding and
Digitization Assistant Angeline Chirnside (who have
gone on to positions respectively at Indigenous and
Northern Affairs Canada, and the City of
Coquitlam Archives) we welcomed three
new summer students: Alexa Barran,
Rebecca Silver, and Jeffrey Zingeler. You
can read about the Fromson family fonds
and the Peretz Centre fonds on pages 5
and 6.
Jeffrey joined us as a professional intern
from UBC’s School of Library, Archival,
and Information Studies program,
and worked on a variety of projects
this summer, including processing,
donor relations, metadata standard
implementation, and organizing the
Peretz Centre library. We’ll be sad to see
them go but wish them all the best back
at school this fall.

acquired so don’t forget, no collection is too big or too
small for the archives, from a handful of photos to boxes
of notes, speeches, and letters, we want to see it all!
The oral history program has been on quite a roll this
summer thanks to the many new interviewers we’ve
recently trained, with 30 new interviews
being conducted between March and
August. These interviews have been part
of our regular oral history program, the
Kitchen Stories Podcast, and the Southern
Africa Diaspora Oral History Project. Our
thanks to all interviewees for sharing their
time and stories:

Don’t forget no collection
is too big or
too small for
the archives!

In addition to processing existing collections, the archives
continued to grow this summer, receiving donations
from Dvori Balshine (30 years of work from the Jewish
Community Centre, Hebrew University, and Louis Brier),
Peter Nemetz (awards and artifacts from the Honourable
Nathan Nemetz), Pnina Granirer (family documents from
Romania and Israel), and Lotti Smith (family documents
from Germany, Colombia, Mexico, and Canada). This is
just a small selection of the great things we’ve recently

Bea Goldberg, Leah Levitt, Lauren
Kramer, Bret Silberg, Michael Elterman,
Cheryl Kalmek, Sharon Posner, David
Kaplan, David Schein, Sarah Ciacci, Lexie
Bernstein, Linda Stein, Rabbi Carey Brown,
Rabbi Dan Moscowitz, Tanja Demago, Jack
Aaron, Ruth Wingerin, Yamila Chikiar,
Andrew Riseman, Alf Price, Irene Dodek, Stephanie Lim,
Sheila Romalis, Marc Schutzbank, Michael Braude, Shelley
Ail and Iris Dayson, Tamar Kafka, Freda Sher, Barbara
Rubanenko.
Do you think we should interview you? Get in touch and
we’ll match you up with an interviewer this fall!
Want to be an interviewer? Get in touch, we’re planning
training workshops this fall!
Have stuff to donate to the archives? You guessed it, get
in touch!

Alysa Routtenberg
Archivist
archives@jewishmuseum.ca
604-257-5199
Community members gathered at the site of the future
Peretz School, Ash Street, Vancouver, circa 1961.
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Public Programs Calendar
THE CHOSEN FOOD
SUPPER CLUB
September 17, 2017 - Rosh Hashana in
Aleppo: A Syrian Jewish New Year with
Debbie Tabenkin
October 29, 2017 - Delights from the
Danube: Hungarian Cuisine with Judy
Stoffman
Full details and registration at:
jewishmuseum.ca/program/the-chosenfood
$40 per person per meal

TOURS
Join the Jewish Museum and Archives
of BC for an informative and highly
entertaining walk through the early history
of our community. Walking tours are led by
trained volunteers; archives tour are led
by JMABC archivist Alysa Routtenberg.
Space is limited; reserve a spot or book a
private tour at: jewishmuseum.ca

Gastown & Strathcona
Sunday, September 17, 11 am - $10
Sunday, October 15, 11 am - $10

Mountain View Cemetery
Sunday, September 10, 11 am - $10
Sunday, October 22, 11 am - $10

BC Jewish Community
Archives
Sunday, November 27, 2 pm - by donation
Sunday, February 18, 2 pm - by donation

SPECIAL EVENTS
Annual General Meeting
of the Jewish Historical
Society of BC
Please join us for the Annual General
Meeting of the Jewish Historical Society
of BC.
Wednesday, November 22, 2017
6-7 pm
The Peretz Centre for Secular Judaism
Seniors Lounge
6184 Ash Street
Vancouver

The Britannia Sukkot
Festival
The JMABC is pleased to partner with
the Granview Woodland Food Connection,
Britannia Community Centre, and Or
Shalom to present the Britannia Sukkot
Festival. This event will include the
unveiling of Eyepiece, the winning design
from our Sukkah Design Competition.,
created by FSOARK.
To learn more about this special event, see
“Celebrating Harvest Together,” on page 8.

Followed by the launch of the 2017 edition
of The Scribe.

Join us for an intercultural feast and
celebration of the fall harvest.

The Canadian Jewish
Experience

Tuesday, October 10, 2017
5-8 pm
Britannia Community Centre
Carving Pavilion
1001 Cotton Drive
Vancouver

The JMABC is pleased to partner with
the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs to
present The Canadian Jewish Experience,
an exhibit celebrating the rich history of
Jewish life in Canada.
Please join us for the Vancouver launch of
this landmark exhibit.
Thursday, November 16, 2017
6 pm - 8 pm
Alice MacKay room, lower level
Vancouver Public Library
Central Branch
350 West Georgia Street
Featuring remarks from honourable guests
including Yosef Wosk, OBC.
Free!
RSVP to: vancouver@cija.ca
or 604.622.4240
Light refreshments by Nava Kosher
Catering
Presented in partnership with Vancouver
Public Library and Jewish Federation of
Greater Vancouver.

Vegetarian Dinner by Donation
Food prepared by Tayybeh: A Celebration
of Syrian Cuisine
Advance registration required; space is
limited. Register via eventbrite or contact
the JMABC office to reserve a spot.

Two Views from the Sylvia
This November, our friends at Kol Halev
Performance Ensemble present a musical
retelling of the history of the beautiful
Sylvia Hotel, a Vancouver landmark since
1912. This is a show you won’t want to
miss!
November 8 - 12, 2017
The Waterfront Theatre
1412 Cartwright Street
Granville Island, Vancouver
Tickets:
sylviamusical.com

To stay in the loop on all our public
programs, sign up for our email newsletter,
delivered roughly once-a-month. You can
sign up by clicking the “connect” tab on
our website, jewishmuseum.ca
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DONATIONS

Tributes
MAZEL TOV
Irene and Mort Dodek, in honour of their
anniversary.
Carla Dodek and Javier, Eliane and Ori
Nevares
Chris Friedrichs, in honour of his special
birthday.
Lucy Laufer, Richard Menkis
Mark White, in honour of his birthday.
Carol Herbert and Fred Swartz
Jennifer Yuhasz and Piers MacDonald, in
honour of the birth of Wren William Walker.
Ronnie Tessler, JMABC Board and staff

SYMPATHY
Marcy Babins and Family, in memory of her
father, Lenny Smith.
David Bogoch, Sue and Lee Cohene, Kara
Mintzberg and Josh Gibbons, Noemi and
Bill Gruenthal, Anita Leonoff and Alysa
Routtenberg, Marci Akman and Mark
Lieberman, Josefa Michaelson, Betty and
Irv Nitkin, Fay and Bud Riback, Shelley
and Perry Seidelman, JMABC Board of
Directors
Janet Braverman and Family, in memory of
her mother, Sylvia Bricker.
Shelley and Perry Seidelman
Mr and Mrs Ainsley Henriquez, in memory of
Evelyn Matalon.
Kay Levey
Marsha, Stacey and Renee Kettleman and
families, in memory of their mother, Louise.
Marcy and Steve Babins
Marlene Shore, in memory of her father.
Marcy and Steve Babins
Ronnie Tessler and Family, in memory of her
mother, Sylvia Bricker.
Marcy and Steve Babins, David Bogoch,
Regina Boxer, Rosalind and Howard Karby,
Risa and Bill Levine, Cathy Best and
Richard Menkis, Ruthie and Hy Ross, Shelley
and Perry Seidelman, Judy and Malcolm
Weinstein, JMABC Board of Directors and
staff

WITH APPRECIATION
Anita Leonoff and Alysa Routtenberg.
JMABC Board of Directors
Alysa Routtenberg.
David Bogoch

Gary Averbach, Janet and Martin
Braverman, Leonor Etkin, Alan Farber,
Instafund, Faith Jones, Sharon Kates,
Beverley Kort, Lani Levine, Michael Levy,
Richard Menkis, Alan Rees, Schara Tzedeck
Cemetery Board, Perry Seidelman, Rachel
and Ezra Shanken, Arnold and Anita
Silber, Lee and Bernie Simpson, Cynthia
Singer, Financial Strategies (Kelly Schmidt
and Michael Schwartz), Real Canadian
Superstore, Bill Weaver, Yosef Wosk

SUSTAINERS OF THE ARCHIVES
Ralph Aknin
Evelyn Amar
Helen Aqua
Linda Arato
Gary Averbach
Roberta Beiser
Syd Belzberg
David Berger
David Bogoch
Samara Bordan
Gordon Brandt
Martin Braverman
Marty Charach
Boris Chenkis
Rena Cohen
Thyrza Cohen
Tal Danzig
Ben and Esther Dayson Charitable 			
Foundation
Diamond Foundation
Irene and Mort Dodek
Avi Dolgin
Myer Dumansky
Joanne Emerman
Sharon and Ed Fitch
Felicia Folk
Kathi and Harold Folk
Alisa and Sheldon Franken
Marlene and Norman Franks
Chris Friedrichs
Joe and Karyn Gold
Bernice Goldberg
Stephanie Goldberg
Dora Golden
David Goldman and Penny Sprackman Goldman Investments
Noemi and Bill Gruenthal
Glenda and Arthur Guttman
Jesse Halperin and Kyla Schwartz
Carol Herbert
Michael James
Saul Kahn - Kahn Foundation
Carol and Terry Kline
Simone Kopman
Jack Meier, KRG Insurance - Intercity
Investment Group
Vanessa and Manny Kursan
Jerry Lampert
Gerald Lecovin

Jory Levitt
Michael Levy
Lohn Foundation
Tony Mammon
Leon Menkis
Larry and Tyla Meyer
Rabbi Dan Moscovitz
Rochelle Moss
Neal Nep
Betty and Irv Nitkin
Joan Pinkus
Lyle Pullan
Ruth and William Ross
Phil Sanderson
Debby Freiman and David Schwartz
Shelley and Perry Seidelman
Arnold and Anita Silber
Herb Silber
Lotti and Shael Smith
Phyliss and Irving Snider Foundation
Robert and Darlene Spevakow
Ralph Swartz
Ronnie and Barry Tessler
Mark Wexler and Judy Oberlander
Jennifer Yuhasz
Zacks Family Charitable Foundation
and Greenbrier Holdings

CANADIAN JEWISH CONGRESS
PACIFIC REGION
PHASE 2 ARCHIVAL PROCESSING
PROJECT
Barbara Bank
Frank Bialystok
Gerald Cuttler
Anthony DuMoulin
Mark Elterman
Mark Freiman
Sheila Fruman
Samual Korbin
Richard Kurland
Helena and Irwin Nest
Mira Oreck
Debby Freiman and David Schwartz
Benjamin Shinewald
Bernie Simpson
Sonjan Enterprises
Renee Switzer
Mark Weintraub
Mark Wexler

NEW MEMBERS

Jill and Larry Bloom, Bonnie and Steve
Gertsman, Al Stein, Sarah Temple, Michael
Tripp
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Mystery Photo

Do you recognize any of the young faces in this photo? If so, please let us know!
This photo was taken in 1945 and shows the first class of students at the Vancouver Peretz
School. Ben Chud is the teacher; he was also the school’s first principal.
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