In This
Issue:
A Salute to Former
Premier Dave Barrett
East End Stories
Archives Report
Southern Africa
Jewish Diaspora
Project Update
Walking Tours Return
spring 2018

Founded in 1971 as the Jewish Historical Society of British Columbia
Founding President: Cyril Leonoff, z”l

Board

staff

President
Perry Seidelman

Administrator
Marcy Babins

Vice President
Carol Herbert
Treasurer
Alisa Franken
Secretary
Gordon Brandt
Members-At-Large
Alan Farber
Phil Sanderson
Immediate Past President
Gary Averbach
Directors
Oren Bick
David Bogoch
Alex Farber
Daniella Givon
Bill Gruenthal
Adam Korbin
Evan Orloff
Ronnie Tessler
Michael Tripp
Council of Governors
Isabelle Diamond
Marie Doduck
Michael Geller
Bill Gruenthal
Richard Henriquez
Cyril Leonoff z”l
Risa Levine
Josephine Margolis Nadel
Richard Menkis
Ronnie Tessler

1

Archivist
Alysa Routtenberg
Director of Community
Engagement
Michael Schwartz

The Chronicle
Volume 24, Issue 1
© JMABC, 2018
Cover Image:
L.24858
“Unknown
Photographer,
c. 1960,”
by Fred Schiffer.

Editing and Design
Michael Schwartz
We gratefully acknowledge
the generous support of our
sponsors:
Betty Averbach Foundation
City of Vancouver
Diamond Foundation
Government of Canada
Jewish Community Foundation
Jewish Federation of Greater
Vancouver
Phyliss and Irving Snider
Foundation
Province of British Columbia
Waldman Foundation

The Jewish Museum
and Archives of BC
is a registered nonprofit with CRA #
10808 5259 RR0001.
All contributions are
tax-deductable.

President’s
Message

A number of recent films have been based on
historical events, notably:

A street interview for
the CBC television
show “Consensus”
Sept 28, 1959.
Photo by Fred Schiffer.

The Post: an account of the Washington
Post’s decision to publish the Pentagon
Papers;

L.23092

Dunkirk: about the rescue of 200,000
British troops from massacre by the Nazis;
The Finest Hour: tells of Winston Churchill’s
agonizing over the rescue of the abovementioned British troops and whether to
fight on or to negotiate with Adolph Hitler;
and,
7 Days in Entebbe: recounts the 1976
hijacking of an Air France flight en route
from Tel Aviv to Paris, and the mission by
Israeli soldiers to rescue the more than
240 hostages held at the Entebbe Uganda
airport.
Likewise, the following television productions
dramatize historic events:
The Crown: a series that covers the history
of the current Queen Elizabeth II;
Victoria: a dramatic television series that is
based on the life of Queen Victoria.
All of these productions are fascinating
recreations of historical events which, at the
times of their occurrences commanded the
attention of people around the world.
I personally enjoy reliving or imagining
the excitement of living through the news
coverage of these events. I especially find it
fascinating to realize that many of the people
responsible for these films were not alive
when these events occurred.
So, how did these storytellers acquire the
detailed knowledge necessary to create
these productions? I would guess that much
of this knowledge has come from archives
and museums just like the JMABC. Without
such organizations, researching historic
events would be painstaking or impossible.
Local appreciation for the important role
of archives is demonstrated by the recent
donation by The Vancouver Sun to the City
of Vancouver Archives of more than two
million photographic negatives from the mid1940’s to 1995.
Such donations remind us of the vital service
provided by organizations like the JMABC. In
fact, our own small organization is home to
over 300,000 photographs; this in addition
to 315 linear metres of textual records and
more than 800 oral history interviews.
This collection documents the histories of
hundreds of local Jewish organizations and
families.

According to the press release issued by The Vancouver
Sun, “conservators will assess the collection to
determine its long-term preservation needs and package
the most at-risk negatives for storage in the archive’s
frozen storage vault. As funding is made available, the
photographic negatives will be digitized.”
Well, this is exactly what the JMABC does. We are known
within the museum and archives world as being an
organization of stature and excellence. Credit for this
reputation is due to our extremely knowledgeable and
hard-working staff, our numerous interns, students, and
volunteers, and our volunteer Board of Directors.
At the JMABC, we endeavour to collect and document
the complete history of Jewish people throughout BC.
As part of this process, recent issues of our annual
journal, The Scribe have detailed Jewish contributions to
the furniture, scrap metal, and retail clothing businesses.
Our current issue focuses on the fascinating stories of
those interred at Mountain View Cemetery and other
Jewish cemeteries in BC. The next issue of The Scribe
will report on members of the community involved in the
restaurant industry.
So, how important is all of this? How can we decide
what to do next – how to live – if we can’t remember the
accomplishments of others and of ourselves; who we are
and where we have come from?
It is clear to me that you, our members and supporters,
share with me a deep appreciation for the important
work of the JMABC. By renewing your memberships,
increasing your contributions, volunteering your help
and memories, and joining us at our public programs, you
show your support and encourage our staff to continue
their diligent work. Thank you! I look forward to seeing
you at our exciting events coming up this year and know
we can rely on you to help us reach our fundraising goals,
allowing us to reach new heights in programming and
guarantee the preservation of our collection (just in case
Spielberg comes knocking!).

Perry Seidelman
President
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East End Stories
Nestled between Chinatown, Japantown,
and East Vancouver lies the scenic
neighbourhood of Strathcona, the city’s
oldest residential centre. Just a short walk
from downtown to the west, and the port
to the north, Strathcona has always been
an ideal location for workers. Its treelined streets have been home to many
communities over the city’s history, each
arriving as a new wave of immigrants.
In the late 1800s and early 1900s, when
European Jews were among the groups
sharing this neighbourhood, it was
commonly referred to as the East End,
distinguishing it from the more uppercrust West End, on the opposite side of
downtown. The East End was a working
class neighbourhood, shared amongst
numerous ethnic groups, including Jews,
Poles, Irish, and Ukrainians.
Jan Pollock is one of the many community
members featured in East End Stories. Jan
was a very active volunteer in the community,
working many years for National Council of
Jewish Women and becoming the first female
president of a synagogue at Temple Sholom in
1974.
L.11420

Strathcona has been the focus of many
JMABC programs over the years, most
notably our very popular Gastown &
Strathcona Walking Tours (see page 13
for this year’s tour schedule!). This year
we are very pleased to announce a new
program celebrating the important role of
Strathcona in our community history.
East End Stories expands upon our
walking tours by making the stories of
our community history in Strathcona
more widely available. Over the past
year, we have partnered with local
filmmaker Gordon McLennan to produce
six short films about the Jewish history
of Strathcona. Each of these 3-5 minute
films recounts the history of an individual,
family, or group who made an indelible
impact on the growth of the community or
Vancouver as a whole.
Among those featured are Mayor David
Oppenheimer, the second mayor of
Vancouver, who was influential in bringing
the Canadian Pacific Railway to Vancouver,
and who laid essential infrastructure that
enabled the city to grow. Jack Diamond
is the subject of a second film, notable
for the many contributions he made
to Vancouver and BC, overseeing the
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construction of Empire Stadium in time
for the British Empire and Commonwealth
Games of 1954, and making countless
philanthropic contributions to the growth
of the Vancouver Jewish community.
One of the films in the series celebrates
the tradition of education in our
community, recognizing the many people
who worked to establish Talmud Torah,
initially as an afterschool program and
eventually developing it into a full-time day
school.
Community commitment to tzedakah
is a theme that runs through many of
the films. Both financial and volunteer
contributions have been indispensible to
the success and growth of our community,
and both forms of tzedakah are celebrated
in this series. The tireless work of women
and their commitment to volunteer
organizations National Council of Jewish
Women and Hadassah-WIZO is the topic of
one of the films.
All six films will be available on the JMABC
website in an online exhibit set to launch
in June. In six locations throughout
Strathcona, plaques will be mounted to
lamp posts, each providing a summary of
one of the films and providing passersby
with a direct link to view that particular
film on their smartphone or mobile device.
To support this series, the JMABC has
contracted a local teacher to develop a
study guide to facilitate the use of this
series in classrooms throughout the
province.
Join us June 10th for a special launch event
when East End Stories goes live for the
first time!

East End Stories Launch
Sunday, June 10, 2018
2 - 4 pm
The Heatley
696 E Hastings Street
Consult jewishmuseum.ca to RSVP

Archives
Report
After a summer with the office bursting at the seams (interns,
assistants, and practicum students combined to add 6 to our
number) we breathed a small sigh of relief before greeting the two
new archives interns in October. Emily Golumbia came from Victoria
to work on the JHSBC fonds (that’s right, that’s our material), and
Alison Powell had just moved back from Montreal when she started
on Phase 2 of the Canadian Jewish Congress fonds processing.
Canadian Jewish Congress is our single largest collection of material,
and we’re thrilled at the myriad research topics that are soon to be
accessible as it is processed in its entirety. Diving into our own past
through the Jewish Historical Society of BC fonds has been a trip
down memory lane, and we’re looking forward to breathing new life
into some of our founding projects and sharing that work with new
generations.
This fall the archives has received a huge variety of new material,
from the personal collections of Art Toft, Dvori Balshine, and Avi
Dolgin, to records from the Communications and Marketing office
of Jewish Federation (Vancouver). As this material gets processed
and hopefully digitized look out for new content online on our online
database (archives.jewishmuseum.ca).
Thanks to our Oral History Program volunteers we’ve continued to
conduct new interviews and transcribe past ones. New Interviews
include: Shelia Romalis, Ivan Linde, Valda Merle Linde, Tamar Glaser,
Lolita Aaron, Doris Schlosberg, Irma Schneider, William Katzin, Stan
Shear, Ida Kaplan.
Do you think we should interview you? Get in touch and we’ll match
you up with an interviewer!
Want to volunteer with the archives? Get in touch and we’ll find the
perfect job for you to help us with!
Dorothy Dandridge, photographed by Fred Schiffer, circa 1950.
L.26250

Have stuff to donate to the archives? You guessed it, get in touch!
archives@jewishmuseum.ca
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Projects
& People
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Alison Powell
Archives Intern
As an Archives Intern with
the JMABC this winter, I am
currently arranging a large
fonds from the Canadian Jewish
Congress - Pacific Region.
Through the commendable
work of its various committees,
this organization was truly
prolific in their devotion
to issues of concern to
the Jewish community and
other ethnic minorities, with
the aim of attaining social
justice and equality for all.
From bringing awareness to
injustice, to corresponding
directly with local, provincial
and federal governments, the
CJC saw no obstacle as being
insurmountable. There is a
wealth of historical knowledge
to be gained from this collection

which researchers are already
eager to explore. I am honoured
to be given the responsibility
of handling the fonds which will
be used by researchers and
members of the community
for generations to come. This
experience has accorded me the
opportunity to gain invaluable
knowledge about the history
of the Jewish community in
BC, while attaining robust
experience in a museum working
environment.
In addition to completing my
internship in the archives, I have
had the pleasure of helping the
JMABC with their 2017 Sukkot
Festival and Hungarian cuisine
Supper Club. I recently joined
the rest of the JMABC team

attending the Lower Mainland
Museum Educator’s Conference,
and look forward to attending
several more conferences this
spring.
Since graduating from Concordia
University’s Art History
and Studio Art program, I
have been dedicated to the
pursuit of a career within the
arts and culture sphere. My
experience at the JMABC
has been truly inspirational
for me, as it has shown me
the integral role museums
play in the maintenance of a
healthy, tolerant, and educated
society. I am now applying to
Master’s of Museum Studies
programs in New York and in the
Netherlands.

Emily Golumbia
Archives Intern
Emily joins us after recently completing
a BA in Greek and Roman Studies at the
University of Victoria. She shares the
following thoughts on her experience
working at the JMABC:
My primary role at JMABC is sorting
through and cataloguing boxes of records
pertaining to the establishment and history
of Jewish Historical Society of British
Columbia. This collection includes everything
from administration records and payroll, to
membership lists, publications, and records
of special events and projects dating back
to the 1960s. Beyond the boxes containing
paper records of the history of this
organization there are also several boxes
of artifacts, photographs, and oral history
tapes that were previously undocumented.
One of the biggest highlights for me so far

was when I came across a box of oral history
tapes and transcripts created in the 1990s,
all pertaining to the research done in writing
An Enterprising Life and Bridges of Light,
Cyril Leonoff’s books on Leonard Frank and
Otto Landauer. While the amazing stories
from these tapes had been used in the books
themselves, they had never been digitized
or uploaded to JMABC’s database. Not
only did I learn about this aspect of archival
work, but I also learned a great deal about
the history of Jewish life in Vancouver from
these two amazing photographers.
On a more personal level, I have been
delighted on several occasions to find
membership records of my own family in the
boxes. Beyond this I also discovered that
JMABC had an oral history recording of my
great grandfather telling his story of coming

to Canada. In both of these instances it’s
been very exciting to find and connect with
my Jewish roots here in the lower mainland.
My next goal is to attend grad school,
focusing in an area pertaining to museums.
After completing several terms with the
University of Victoria’s co-op program
working in various institutions I am more
determined than ever to pursue a future in
museums.
This autumn I am planning on continuing to
work to save up money for grad school, and
hopefully traveling if time and resources
allow it. My recent trip to Israel with
Birthright has reawakened the travel bug in
me, and I hope to return there in the not so
distant future in a volunteering capacity.

Opposite: A rally in support of Soviet Jewry, early 1970s. From the CJC-Pacific Region
Collection.
Above: A selection of photos and documents from the JHS Collection.
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Thank You!
The JMABC Board and staff would like to extend a heartfelt thank
you to everyone who helped make our recent food series, The
Chosen Food Supper Club and The Kitchen Stories podcast
amazingly successful. Countless volunteer hours went into both
programs and we are tremendously grateful for everyone who
generously contributed their time and expertise. Thank you also to
our many generous sponsors who contributed necessary supplies!
These programs exceeded all expectations. The JMABC has become
more well known as a result, and many cultural organizations have
asked us to advise them on undertaking similar programs. Our
Director of Community Engagement, Michael Schwartz, has been
invited to speak about the programs at numerous conferences.
Thank you and stay tuned for our next big adventure!
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Preserving our Legacy
The story of our Jewish population in B.C.
has been a remarkable one.
We have gone through trials and tribulations
from the early days of our first settlers to
success after success in many different
areas. Our people have shown leadership in
business, the arts, professions, academia,
science, and philanthropy.
The mandate of the Jewish Museum and
Archives of BC is to gather the stories of
our citizens, tell those stories now and,
most importantly, preserve them for future
generations.
The JMABC collects and keeps our Archives
at a dedicated, professional grade facility in
Richmond. Our Archivist, Alysa Routtenberg
manages our collection of more than
300,000 photographs, 800 oral histories,
and the documents of dozens of Jewish
organizations and local Jewish families.
A group of children admire the Vancouver skyline and North Shore
mountains in this photo from 1954, taken by Otto Landauer at
Vancouver City Hall. L.00804.

We are pleased to say that the Archives is
growing at a rapid rate. More material is
being submitted all the time.
The space is limited and the technology used
for organizing, cataloguing and storing is
becoming increasingly expensive.
We have launched a Sustainers of the
Archives Campaign in hopes of meeting
those needs. This campaign has been met
with substantial community support but
there is much work left to be done to reach
our goal.
We ask for your assistance with financial
contributions.
Please contact the JMABC office with your
contribution or to arrange a bequest, or
send a cheque today.
Finally, plan a visit to your Archives. Alysa
gives tours regularly and would love to
meet you and share with you some of the
highlights of the collection.
The Archives are our history. We have
a great tradition of giving. Together we
can ensure that our Archives endure for
generations to come. Our children and
grandchildren will thank us.

Alan Farber
Campaign Chair
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Stories from Southern Africa
Project Update

The Southern Africa Jewish Diaspora Oral History
Project has been well underway for a while now, and it’s
time for an update.
As of writing, 20 interviews have been conducted by
our volunteer interviewers. These interviews are now
being catalogued on our website, and transcribed by
volunteers both at the JMABC offices and from the
homes of other volunteers across the Lower Mainland.
What’s the future of this project? We plan to spend a
minimum of 2 years simply collecting these oral history
interviews. Instead of building a round hole and hoping
the peg isn’t square, we want the interviews themselves
to inform our next steps in being able to share this
project. Like any interview conducted at the JMABC,
these interviews may appear in online exhibits, podcasts,
or publications like The Scribe in coming years.
As we collect and transcribe interviews we’re beginning
to see themes and similarities, as well as a huge variety
of experiences. We hope to continue collecting these
interviews, and look forward to curating and sharing
them in coming years.
I’d like to extend our thanks to our volunteer
interviewers, who have been very generous with
9

their time, researching the subject and carrying out
interviews. They are: Sarah Bernstein, Eleanor Braude,
Irene Dodek, Debby Freiman, Bill Gruenthal, Michelle
Mina, Cindy Rozen, and Laura Zitron.
The following interviewees have been similarly generous,
candidly sharing their stories with us. Our gratitude is
due to them as well. They are: Jack Aaron, Lolita Aaron,
Lexie Bernstein, Michael Braude, Michael Elterman,
Tamar Glaser, Zara Jackson, Cheryl Kalmek, David
Kaplan, William Katzin, Lauren Kramer, Alf Price, Doris
Schlosberg, Irma Schneider, Stan Shear, Freda Sher and
Barbara Rudabanko, Brett Silberg, Linda Stein, and Ruth
Wingerin.
Thank you also to Daniella Givon, JMABC Board member
and volunteer project coordinator.
Presented here are a few selections from this first set
of interviews. To add your voice to this collection, please
contact me at:
archives@jewishmuseum.ca
Alysa Routtenberg
Archivist

Freda Sher

Lolita Aaron

[My father] went [to shul] every morning and every night
to minyan, and he always tells the story that if they
didn’t have a minyan they took a man who was wearing
a hat from the streets to make the minyan… Mum was
involved not in the community activities, but the street
where we lived was very Jewish. And of course those
days we don’t call them by their first names, Hannah, you
call them Mrs. Schneider, Mrs. Rosen, Mrs. Brooks... and
they were all together talking about, in Yiddish or broken
Yiddish, about their recipes or about the children coming
and the children going.

I was very mindful that my mother did not fit in. She
didn’t look like anybody, she didn’t dress like everybody.
I used to beg her not to come to school cause she
embarrassed me. She used to smoke cigars. She was
an eccentric woman. She would say, “Meet me at
Stuttafords,” which is like Holt Renfrew, “and I will take
you to lunch and you can bring a friend, and we’ll go
to the cinema.” And we would go there and from the
bottom of the escalator I would see her dressed wearing,
it looked like a mattress covering, and smoking a cigar.
So my friend said, “Oh there’s your mother,” and I said,
“Oh no no no that’s not my mother”.
***
Things became difficult. We felt that there was the
potential for violence. We have one son, David… who
would have gone into the army, no question. There was
no way that that was going to happen. And you can’t be
a conscientious objector, they arrest you. That was on
the cards and Jack was 49, I was 39, and we felt that if
we were to do anything we should do it now rather than
wait. And so he went on a kind of reconnaissance trip
to the States… Vancouver was the only place where he
was offered a job. And I wasn’t with him. Cause I said to
him, “I’m not, I don’t want to live here”, when I saw these
people parading up and down with guns… like vigilantes…
I thought that was inflammatory, I see it as racist. It’s not
protecting Jews, it wasn’t a Jewish question. The people
who were under most duress were the black people, not
the white people. The white people were scared, like me,
I was scared of the potential for violence.

Lauren Kramer

Brett Silberg

[My Father] had the more extensive Jewish background,
so he was the one helping us with Hebrew, but they
were both very committed to having a Jewish home, and
they kept kosher, they sent my sister and I to a Jewish
day school. I graduated, I went all the way through and
graduated, and then studied Jewish literature and the
Holocaust and Hebrew at the university level… our
upbringing was very Jewish. We went to synagogue
weekly. We always grew up watching my dad go on
Saturday mornings, he sang from the Torah. My mum
was involved in the sisterhood, arranging the Kiddush
and things like that. So it was a very Jewish home. That
changed in 1993 when we left for Canada… Cape Town
was a very Jewish environment for us. I went to Jewish
day school, all my friends were Jewish, we were members
of the synagogue, and we had bat mitzvahs. It was just
very Jewish and very insular. And we went from there
to a small town in Saskatchewan, which was where my
father had gotten a job.

My father could pick up languages very quickly. He spoke
Yiddish, he spoke English, he spoke Afrikaans fluently,
absolutely flawless Afrikaans, he spoke Zulu. Now from
my understanding, I couldn’t speak Zulu, he seemed
more than ok, very good in Zulu. In Durban, for some
reason there were a lot of Italian immigrants at some
stage and apparently he picked up and could speak
passible Italian. So he seemed to have this talent for
languages.

Above and opposite: Two photos by Irving Snider taken
during his trip to Cape Town with his wife Phyliss in 1969.
L.17861 and L.17862.
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Telegram to a Future Society

The following remarks were presented by JMABC Director of
Community Engagement Michael Schwartz on January 31, 2018
at the opening reception for The Jewish Presence During the
Klondike Gold Rush, 1897-1918. This touring exhibit was developed
by the Jewish Cultural Society of Yukon and hosted by Beth Israel
and Temple Sholom, in collaboration with the JMABC.
The exhibit was displayed at Beth Israel January 31 through
February 7, and at Temple Sholom February 12 through 28.
It’s a pleasure and honour to be here today. I’d like to thank Nicky
Fried and the team here at Beth Israel for inviting me.
I promise I will speak about the Yukon this evening, but I thought we
all might enjoy beginning somewhere a bit warmer.
Beneath the sun baked plains of New Mexico, down near the Texas
border, lies the Delaware Basin, a 600 metre salt formation formed
thousands of years ago. In 1973, this site was selected by the US
Department of Energy as the location for the Waste Isolation Pilot
Project, one of a handful of international repositories for nuclear
waste.
Safely storing nuclear waste poses a series of unique challenges.
Foremost is the fact that these materials remain dangerous for ten
thousand years. How do you communicate this danger to future
generations? This is a question that the Department of Energy has
tackled since 1983 through the Human Interference Task Force.
Archaeologists, anthropologists, theologians, linguists, science fiction
writers and experts from other diverse fields have proposed
11

solutions to this question.
Since we can’t assume that the languages of today will still be
understood in 10,000 years, it might do no good to inscribe warning
signs around the site. Pictograms could be equally problematic since
we can’t assume that future humans will read left to right, right to
left, up to down, down to up, or in some other direction. Will they
even understand causality? Some proposed fearful architecture like
a field of spikes radiating from the site. But would such a monument
serve its purpose as repellent or backfire by being compelling? A
skull and crossbones seems like a logical solution, but might it not be
read to signify that treasure is buried beneath?
In 1984, Thomas Sebeok, a noted semiotician proposed a very
interesting solution: an Atomic Priesthood, an independent
religious group that would establish rituals and myths to convey
the dangers of the site for future generations. Sebeok realized that
while iconography can change meaning over time - just look to the
mutation of the swastika in the early 20th century - and languages
evolve and can go extinct, culture persists.
In arriving at this solution, Sebeok looked to Judaism and other
religions, and their ability to persist for thousands of years. Though
it has evolved over time, the fundamental precepts of Judaism
remain.
Why have I begun with this anecdote? I am a historian after all,
concerned with the past, not the future. I begin here because this
problem connects to the fundamental question that occupies us
at the Jewish Museum and Archives of BC: How does culture and
identity persist and evolve over generations?

In the shadow of this question come others: How do people maintain
their faith in a new place where they might very well be the only
Jewish family for miles? How do people of the same faith but from
different corners of the globe support each other and find common
purpose without losing the traditions that differentiate them from
one another?
This past year I’ve spent a lot of time thinking over these questions
and found a few answers, listening as dozens of members of our
community have shared their experiences with me through our food
series, The Kitchen Stories and The Chosen Food Supper Club.
Food, you see, is a language like any other.
Far from the scorched plains of New Mexico, a handful of Jews spent
the final years of the nineteenth century participating in the Klondike
Gold Rush, as we will read in the panels on display here. What must
their lives have been like at home in Bavaria, Russia, or Poland
that they were willing to leave behind their families and everything
familiar to brave the fates in a remote corner of the world? We speak
of these situations frequently but I don’t think we very often take a
moment to really meditate on their meaning, on the heart-wrenching
experience of leaving it all behind.
Then to arrive in this new land, perhaps alone, perhaps with a sibling
or spouse, one of a handful of Jews amidst a frequently intolerant
collection of men - and it was almost always exclusively men. Let’s
also not forget how alien this land was to those arriving. There are
accounts of Europeans’ first encounters with the trees of this area,
the likes of which they had never seen. It would be like being in the
presence of an elephant for the first time after spending your whole
life assuming that a greyhound was the largest animal on the planet.

Just as our two communities share similar origins, so too do the
Jewish Cultural Society of Yukon and the Jewish Museum and
Archives of BC. Twenty years ago, in 1998, a small group of Yukon
Jews discovered and rededicated the Jewish cemetery in Dawson
City. Among them were Herb Cohen, Rick Karp, Howard Kushner and
Arthur Mitchell. This led to the establishment of the Jewish Cultural
Society of Yukon and an improved familiarity with the region’s Jewish
roots.
Roughly thirty years earlier, in 1971, the Jewish section of Mountain
View Cemetery here in Vancouver was in disrepair and neglected.
The city had proposed removing the headstones and laying them
flat, making it easier for a lawnmower to drive over the site, saving
lots of time and plenty of money. Cyril Leonoff, the founder of the
Jewish Historical Society of BC, predecessor to the JMABC, caught
wind of this plan and lobbied passionately against it. The cemetery
was preserved and later, in 2013, Shirley Barnett initiated a massive
community effort to restore it to its current revitalized form.
Cyril and Shirley, Herb, Rick, Howard and Arthur all understood
that a cemetery is a lot like the structures that will be built out in
the New Mexico desert. It is an archives; one of the few enduring
structures we have that can illuminate for us the lives of those who
came before us and communicate who we are to those who will follow
many years from now.
Thank you.
Above: The landscape of thorns proposed by the Human
Interference Task Force. Concept by Michael Brill, art by
Safdar Abidi.
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Public Programs
Calendar
Special events

Tours

Letters of Love and
Laughter Online Exhibit
Launch

Join the Jewish Museum and Archives
of BC for an informative and highly
entertaining walk through the early history
of our community. Walking tours are led by
trained volunteers; archives tour are led
by JMABC archivist Alysa Routtenberg.
Space is limited; reserve a spot or book a
private tour at: jewishmuseum.ca

Thursday, March 15, 2018
7 pm
The JMABC
6184 Ash Street

Gastown & Strathcona

East End Stories Launch

Sunday, March 11, 11 am - $10

Sunday, June 10, 2018
2 - 4 pm
The Heatley
696 E Hastings Street

Sunday, April 22, 11 am - $10
Sunday, May 27, 11 am - $10
Sunday, June 10, 1 pm - $10
Sunday, July 15, 11 am - $10

Fred Schiffer: Lives in
Photos Online Exhibit
Launch

Sunday, August 19, 11 am - $10
Sunday, September 23, 11 am - $10
Sunday, October 14, 11 am - $10

Thursday, July 12, 2018
7 pm
The JMABC
6184 Ash Street

Mountain View Cemetery
Sunday, April 8, 11 am - $10
Sunday, July 22, 11 am - $10

announcements

Sunday, August 12, 11 am - $10
Sunday, September 16, 11 am - $10
Sunday, October 21, 11 am - $10

BC Jewish Community
Archives
Contact us to reserve a spot on an
upcoming tour.

Work has begun on the 2018 edition of
The Scribe, with a focus on Jewish-owned
restaurants in BC.
Help us tell the whole story! The JMABC
Publications Committee welcomes
nomination of interviewees. To make a
recommendation, contact the office at:
info@jewishmuseum.ca

info@jewishmuseum.ca
We are looking for hard copies of four back
issues of The Chronicle:
To stay in the loop on all our public
programs, sign up for our email newsletter,
delivered roughly once-a-month. You can
sign up by clicking the “connect” tab on
our website, jewishmuseum.ca
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Tributes

•
•
•
•

Vol. 13, Issue 1 (Nov 2007 - Jan 2008)
Vol. 13, Issue 2 (Feb - Apr 2008)
Vol. 13, Issue 3 (Jul - Aug 2008)
Vol. 14, Issue 1 (Sept - Nov 2008)

Please contact the office if you have any
of these issues and are willing to donate
them.

MAZEL TOV
Lucy Laufer, in honour of her birthday.
Noemi and Bill Gruenthal
Leonoff Family, in honour of Cole’s CPA
accreditation with honours.
Arthur Leonoff
George Rosenberg, In honour of his special
birthday.
Shelley and Perry Seidelman
Ruth Wolochow, in honour of her special
birthday.
Kay Levey
Jennifer Yuhasz and Piers MacDonald,
in honour of the birth of Wren William
Walker.
David Bogoch

SPEEDY RECOVERY
Felicia Folk
JMABC Board and staff

SYMPATHY
Dvori Balshine, in memory of her father,
Yosef.
Alysa Routtenberg
Marty Charach and Family, in memory of
his mother, Evelyn.
Marcy and Steve Babins
Ralph Eppel, in memory of his mother,
Cissie.
Marcy and Steve Babins, Ronnie Tessler,
JMABC Board and staff
Jewish Genealogical Society of BC, in
Cissie Eppel’s memory.
JMABC Board and staff
Philip Steiner and Family, in memory of
their aunt, Cissie.
Marcy and Steve Babins

WITH APPRECIATION
Cynthia Ramsay.
JMABC Board and staff
David Schwartz.
JMABC Board and staff

DONATIONS
Marsha Ablowitz, Jana and Ken Abramson,
anonymous, Jack Austin, Gary Averbach,
Yolanda and Mark Babins, Ellen and Paul
Becker, Roberta Beiser, Heather and
Jonathan Berkowitz, Nancy Newman
and Bob Bluman, Ron Braunstein, Janet
and Marty Braverman, Annie and Ilan
Burkes, Esther Caldes, Bernice and
Shmuel Carmeli, Jane Cherry, Mary and
Mike Cohene, Beverley and Ron Corber,
Jody and Harvey Dales, Reva and Ken
Davidson, The Ben and Esther Dayson
Charitable Foundation, Gail Dodek, Marie
Doduck, Errol Durbach, Enid Edwards,
Gwen Epstein, Leonor Etkin, Shannon and
Dan Ezekiel, Felicia Folk and Alan Farber,
Sally and Michael Geller, Kara Mintzberg
and Josh Gibbons, Rose Marie Glassman,
Linda and Norman Gold, Jeffrey Goldberg,
Dora Golden, Evelyn Goldenberg, Earl
Goldstein, Joyce Gordon, Michelle Grant,
Noemi and Bill Gruenthal, Glenda and
Arthur Guttman, Michael Halleran, Sam
Heller, Chela and David Herman, Erite
Himelfarb, Holburn Holdings, Raisie and
Simon Jacobson, Bill Jeffries, Brian Jessel,
Roz and Howard Karby, Susan and James
Kaufman, John Keenlyside, Bryan Kirk,
Myrna Koffman, Adam Korbin, Beverley
Kort, Jennifer Tobe and Richard Kurland,
Anita Leonoff, Kay Levey, Risa and Bill
Levine, Dolores Luber, Susan Mendelson
and Jack Lutsky, Alicia and Robert Matas,
Tyla and Larry Meyer, Cheryl Milner,
Phyllis and Michael Moscovich, Cathy
Moss, Joice Myers, Cornelia Oberlander,
Nadia Ognistoff, Lola and Norm Pawer,
Adele and Harvey Permack, Lyle Pullan,
Matthew Ross, Eleanor Boyle and Harley
Rothstein, Beverly and Fred Schaeffer,
Jane Shadley, Cecil Sigal, Anita and Arnold
Silber, Marsha and Allan Simmons, Tevia
Jeffries and Janos Sitar, Heather Martin
and Gordon Stahl, Rosa Stenberg, Sophie
and Isaac Waldman Foundation, Robbie
Waisman, Randi and Sam Winter, Christine
Wisenthal, Ronald Wosk, Yosef Wosk, David
Zacks, Charlene Goldstein and Alex Zbar.

SUSTAINERS OF THE ARCHIVES
CAMPAIGN
Ralph Aknin
Evelyn Amar
Helen Aqua
Linda Arato
Gary Averbach
Roberta Beiser
Syd Belzberg
David Berger
David Bogoch
Samara Bordan
Gordon Brandt
Martin Braverman
Marty Charach

Boris Chenkis
Rena Cohen
Thyrza Cohen
Tal Danzig
Ben and Esther Dayson Charitable
Foundation
Diamond Foundation
Irene and Mort Dodek
Avi Dolgin
Myer Dumansky
Joanne Emerman
Felicia Folk and Alan Farber
Sharon and Ed Fitch
Kathi and Harold Folk
Alisa and Sheldon Franken
Marlene and Norman Franks
Chris Friedrichs
Karyn and Joe Gold
Bernice Goldberg
Stephanie Goldberg
Dora Golden
David Goldman/Penny Sprackman Goldman Investments
Greenbrier Holdings
Noemi and Bill Gruenthal
Glenda and Arthur Guttman
Kyla Schwartz and Jesse Halperin
Michael James
Kahn Foundation
Carol and Terry Kline
Simone Kopman
Jack Meier KRG Insurance - Intercity
Investment Group
Vanessa and Manny Kursan
Jerry Lampert
Gerald Lecovin
Lani Levine
Jory Levitt
Michael Levy
Lohn Foundation
Tony Mammon
Leon Menkis
Tyla and Larry Meyer
Cyndi and Max Mintzberg
Rabbi Dan Moscovitz
Rochelle Moss
Neal Nep
Betty and Irv Nitkin
Joan Pinkus
Lyle Pullan
Ruth and William Ross
Phil Sanderson
Robyn Schafer
Debby Freiman and David Schwartz
Joe and Rosalie Segal
Shelley and Perry Seidelman
Arnold and Anita Silber
Herb Silber
Lotti and Shael Smith
Phyliss and Irving Snider Foundation
Darlene and Robert Spevakow
Carol Herbert and Fred Swartz
Ralph Swartz

Ronnie and Barry Tessler
Jackie and Milton Toft
Judy Oberlander and Mark Wexler
Jennifer Yuhasz
Zacks Family Charitable Foundation

Canadian Jewish Congress
Pacific Region, Phase 2
Archival Processing Project
Barbara Bank
Frank Bialystok
Gerald Cuttler
Anthony DuMoulin
Mark Elterman
Mark Freiman
Sheila Fruman
Adam Korbin
Richard Kurland
Helena and Erwin Nest
Mira Oreck
Stephen Schachter
Debby Freiman and David Schwartz
Benjamin Shinewald
Bernie Simpson
Herb Silber
Sonjan Enterprises
Renee Switzer
Robbie Waisman
Mark Weintraub
Mark Wexler

NEW MEMBERS
Caron Bernstein, Annie and Ilan Burkes,
Michelle Grant, Fern Jeffries, Anita
Leonoff, Michael Levenston, Cheryl Milner,
Laura Rosenberg and Andrew Muchin,
Cindy Rozen, Marsha and Allan Simmons,
Tevia Jeffries and Janos Sitar.

Above: Pins distributed to promote the
liberation of Soviet Jewry. From the
JMABC CJC Pacific Region Collection.
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The Last Word
Dave Barrett, the first Jewish Premier of BC, sadly passed away on February 2,
2018. In place of our Mystery Photo, we offer a brief tribute to him, penned by his
longtime friend and colleague Bernie Simpson, a close confidant for 55 years.
The first Jewish Premier elected in the British Commonwealth, Barrett left a
lasting legacy on the province of BC.
Barrett was very conscious of being Jewish, and proud of his distinction as a
political pioneer. The policies he fought for and passed were informed by the
liberal Jewish values instilled in him at a young age by his parents Rose Hyatt and
Samuel Barrett.
Beginning his career as a social worker training staff at the Haney Correctional
Institute, Barrett was elected to the BC legislature in 1960 as a member of the
Co-operative Commonwealth Federation. A charismatic and entertaining orator,
Barrett became party leader in 1969 and led the New Democratic Party - so
renamed in 1961 - to its first victory in the 1972 provincial election.
During his three years as Premier, Barrett passed more than 400 bills – a new
law every three days. Much of this legislation has survived after nearly fifty
years, including: the agriculture land reserve, ICBC, Pharmacare, a far reaching
human rights code, and a ban on corporal punishment in public schools.
Barrett remained active in the Jewish community throughout his life, from his
years in AZA B’nai B’rith as a teenager, to his career as a social worker at the
Jewish Family Service Agency under his mentor Jessie Allman, to his term as
Executive Director of the newly built Jewish Community Centre.
Dave Barrett speaking at the rededication ceremony of
Temple Emanu-El in Victoria, June 6, 1982. L.01816.

Barrett displayed an enduring interest in the Jewish community in Victoria.
According to Rabbi Harry Brechner of Congregation Emanuel-El, prior to
Barrett’s presence on the political scene the Jewish community in Victoria was
nearing extinction. When Barrett became premier, “it signaled a kind of rebirth
of dynamic Jewish life and, eventually, enough people and care to fully renovate
our historic synagogue,” Rabbi Brechner said.
Barrett went on to run for the parliament of Canada and was a strong voice
against the Soviet Union’s treatment of Jews. He refused repeat invitations to
visit Russia because of its poor record on human rights. He was also extremely
critical of the Canadian government’s slowness in pursuing alleged Nazi war
criminals.
Although much of the legislation that he passed was highly controversial at the
time, the citizens of British Columbia have continued to benefit from Barrett’s
conscience and foresight half a century later. He will be sorely missed.

Bernie Simpson, C.M.
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