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Introduction
The East End Stories Study Guide provides teachers and educations with a rich resource that
can be used in elementary and secondary classroom contexts. These lessons on Immigrant
History, Local History, Canadian History, Jewish History, and Multiculturalism will further the
Social Studies/History education of youth in British Columbia.
East End Stories is the fourth in a series of multicultural studies produced by Orbit Films,
each of which is accompanied by a similar study guide. We encourage teachers to use these
resources in tandem. They are:
1. Black Strathcona (blackstrathcona.com): 10 videos about Vancouver’s Black community,
once anchored in the neighbourhood of Hogan’s Alley in Strathcona;
2. Nikkei Stories (nikkeistories.com): 20 videos about the history of Japanese Canadians in
Vancouver and Steveston;
3. South Asian Stories (southasianstories.com): 10 videos about the history of the South
Asian community of Vancouver centred around Kitsilano and the Punjabi Market.
The East End Stories Unit Plan Overview:
The Unit Plan consists of five lesson plans that may be adapted to suit the needs of diverse
learners, while making curriculum connections for Social Studies 7 – 9 and English 7 – 9. Each
lesson incorporates a journal response to help students engage critically and reflect on their
learning and thinking while viewing the films.

Lesson 1: First Arrivals - Creating Community
Students will learn about the arrival of early members of the Jewish community and their
efforts to build community. What push and pull factors motivated these people to relocate
to BC? Students may explore how the areas of settlement overlap with areas of indigenous
importance.
Lesson 2: Heart of the Community – Synagogue / Talmud Torah
Students will learn about how Jewish community life is structured and about the cultural
institutions that facilitate community. Students will look at the importance of the
establishment of a Hebrew School to the Jewish community.

Lesson 3: Shaping Vancouver
Students will learn about two prominent figures in the Jewish community and the broader
secular community of the city of Vancouver. David Oppenheimer and Jack Diamond made
profound and lasting impacts on the development of the city.
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Lesson 4: The Grossman Family
Students look at the contributions of the Grossman family over generations to the
establishment of the Jewish community in Vancouver. Students explore what issues and
causes mattered to the Jewish community through analyzing what they recorded about
themselves in the community newspaper.
Lesson 5: Giving Back - Tzedakah
Students will learn about the Jewish practice of Tzedakah; the obligation to help
and provide for those less fortunate than oneself. The lesson will look at what lasting
organizations were formed by the women of the time and the legacy of these initiatives
today.
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Curriculum Connections
Core Competencies (Big Ideas) - Social Studies 7/8/9
Grade 7

• Religious and cultural practices that emerged during this period have endured and
continue to influence people today

Grade 8

• Contacts and conflicts between peoples stimulated significant cultural, social, political
change
• Human and environmental factors shape changes in population and living standards
• Changing ideas about the world can cause tension between people wanting to adopt a new
idea and those wanting to preserve established traditions

Grade 9

• Emerging ideas and ideologies profoundly influence societies and events
• Disparities in power alter the balance of relationships between individuals and between
societies
• Collective identity is constructed and can change over time

Curricular Competencies - Social Studies 7/8/9
Grade 7

• Use Social Studies inquiry processes and skills to ask questions; gather, interpret, and
analyze ideas; and communicate findings and decisions
• Assess the significance of people, places, events, or developments at particular times and
places (significance)
• Explain different perspectives on past or present people, places, issues, or events, and
compare the values, worldviews, and beliefs of human cultures and societies in different
times and places (perspective)
• Make ethical judgments about past events, decisions, or actions, and assess the limitations
of drawing direct lessons from the past (ethical judgment)

Grade 8

• Use Social Studies inquiry processes and skills to ask questions; gather, interpret, and
analyze ideas; and communicate findings and decisions
• Assess the significance of people, places, events, or developments at particular times and
places (significance)
• Determine which causes most influenced particular decisions, actions, or events, and
assess their short- and long-term consequences (cause and consequence)
• Make ethical judgments about past events, decisions, or actions, and assess the limitations
of drawing direct lessons from the past (ethical judgment)
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Grade 9

• Use Social Studies inquiry processes and skills to ask questions; gather, interpret, and
analyze ideas; and communicate findings and decisions
• Assess the significance of people, places, events, or developments, and compare varying
perspectives on their historical significance at particular times and places, and from group
to group (significance)
• Compare and contrast continuities and changes for different groups at the same time
period (continuity and change)
• Assess how prevailing conditions and the actions of individuals or groups affect events,
decisions, or developments (cause and consequence)

Content - Social Studies 7/8/9
Grade 7

• Origins, core beliefs, narratives, practices, and influences of religions, including at least one
indigenous to the Americas

Grade 8

• Social, political, and economic systems and structures, including those of at least one
indigenous civilization
• Philosophical and cultural shifts

Grade 9

• Global demographic shifts, including patterns of migration and population growth
• Discriminatory policies, attitudes, and historical wrongs

Core Competencies (Big Ideas) - English Language Arts 7/8/9
Grade 7

• Exploring and sharing multiple perspectives extends our thinking
• Questioning what we hear, read, and view contributes to our ability to be educated and
engaged citizens

Grade 8/9

• Language and story can be a source of creativity and joy
• Exploring stories and other texts helps us understand ourselves and make connections to
others and to the world
• People understand text differently depending on their worldviews and perspectives
• Texts are socially, culturally, and historically constructed
• Questioning what we hear, read, and view contributes to our ability to be educated and
engaged citizens
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Curricular Competencies - English Language Arts 7/8/9
Grade 7

Comprehend and connect (reading, listening, viewing)
• Access information and ideas for diverse purposes and from a variety of sources and
evaluate their relevance, accuracy, and reliability
• Apply appropriate strategies to comprehend written, oral, and visual texts, guide inquiry,
and extend thinking
• Recognize and appreciate how different features, forms, and genres of texts reflect
different purposes, audiences, and messages
• Think critically, creatively, and reflectively to explore ideas within, between, and beyond
texts
• Recognize and identify the role of personal, social, and cultural contexts, values, and
perspectives in texts
• Construct meaningful personal connections between self, text, and world
• Respond to text in personal, creative, and critical ways
Create and communicate (writing, speaking, representing)
• Exchange ideas and viewpoints to build shared understanding and extend thinking

Grade 8/9

Comprehend and connect (reading, listening, viewing)
• Access information and ideas for diverse purposes and from a variety of sources and
evaluate their relevance, accuracy, and reliability
• Apply appropriate strategies to comprehend written, oral, and visual texts, guide inquiry,
and extend thinking
• Think critically, creatively, and reflectively to explore ideas within, between, and beyond
texts
• Construct meaningful personal connections between self, text, and world
• Respond to text in personal, creative, and critical ways
• Recognize how literary elements, techniques, and devices enhance and shape meaning
Create and communicate (writing, speaking, representing)
• Exchange ideas and viewpoints to build shared understanding and extend thinking
• Transform ideas and information to create original texts
• Express an opinion and support it with credible evidence (grade 9)

Content - English Language Arts 7/8/9
Grade 7

• Forms, functions, and genres of text
• Literary elements: narrative structures, characterization, and setting
• Reading strategies: visualizing; questioning; predicting; previewing text; summarizing;
making inferences
• Language features, structure, and conventions
• Developing paragraphs that are characterized by unity, development, and coherence
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Grade 8/9

• Forms, functions, and genres of text
• Language features, structure, and conventions
• Developing multi-paragraph compositions that are characterized by unity, development,
and coherence (grade 9)

(Source: https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum)
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Curriculum Rationale
The East End Stories Study Guide can inspire and support teachers and students as they
engage with the vibrant history of Vancouver’s Jewish community. Students are educated on
the local history of a community of which they may not have been aware. East End Stories
encourages students to partake in an awareness and appreciation for the multicultural
contributions that have made Vancouver.
The Study Guide contains lesson plan suggestions, including the possibility of a field trip to
the places mentioned in the films, that encourage an immersive historical exploration through
reading, writing, listening, speaking, viewing, and representing. Teachers are able to cover
a variety of cross-curricular topics appropriate for Grades 7 – 9. The guide looks at the
formation of the Jewish community in Vancouver, allowing for a more nuanced understanding of
the Jewish community, and builds local connections for students.
The Study Guides utilizes the BC curriculum through a variety of learning activities, for Social
Studies 7 – 9 and English Language Arts 7 – 9, covering the Big Ideas, Curricular Competencies,
and Content. Through the curriculum students will use various inquiry processes and skills to
ask questions; gather, interpret, and analyze ideas; and communicate findings and decisions
using a variety of methods. Students will be able to compare and contrast continuities and
changes for a group over a significant time period. Students will use reading, writing, listening,
speaking, viewing, and representing skills to take in information, think and manipulate this
information, and then formulate their response.
Through the Study Guide students are encouraged to think critically and creatively while
challenging previous conceptions and learn to respect those who are different from them
or express a different viewpoint. They will be able to compare and contrast, and drawing
connections between themes such as Indigenous sovereignty and journey for recognition
in Canada with the Jewish nationalist movement. Students are exposed to the idea that
communities are made up of a diverse array of people both within a cultural community and as
part of the broader society as a whole, including the concept that it is through this diversity
that innovation, creativity, connection, and society building occurs and flourishes.
Students will learn about the push and pull factors that brought these immigrant families to
Canada, their aspirations and challenges as they navigated and contributed to the birth of a
city, and how they ultimately came to create a strong and enduring community in Vancouver.
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High school students attending Hebrew school, 1965.
JMABC L.14813
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First Arrivals – Creating Community
LESSON ONE | EAST END STORIES

Accessing Prior Knowledge
Teachers have students define what it means to emigrate and immigrate. What push and pull
factors might there be for an individual or family? What might be the hopes and aspirations of
those immigrating to Canada?

Emigrate:
Immigrate:
Push and Pull Factors for Those Coming to Canada
Push:

Pull:

Watch
First Arrivals – Creating Community
http://jewishmuseum.ca/exhibit/east-end-stories/
Students begin to fill out the Comprehensive Prominent Figures Chart as they watch the
first film.

Discuss as a Class
Why do you think an ethnic community often settles together in a new area or city when they
first immigrate to a foreign place?
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Extension Thinking
What impact did the arrivals of immigrants and settlers into the lower mainland have on the
local indigenous communities? How many indigenous communities and peoples were living
around the Stanley Park / Burrard Inlet / Strathcona / New Westminster area at this time in
the late 1800’s? Have students use an indigenous map and pinpoint where the new immigrants
were settling.

Journal Reflection
Introduce the concept that, unless students are of indigenous descent, all Canadians are
settlers. Teachers should note for students that: the term settler does not deny Canadians
a long history in Canada, or connection with land and place in Canada, rather, it denotes the
way in which their family came to call this indigenous land home.
Where is your family originally from? When did they originally immigrate to Canada? What were
their push and pull factors? Interview someone in your family to learn more about how you
came to call Canada home. Answer the following questions:
1. Where are your ancestors from?
2. What are or were some of the challenges they faced having or building a community here, if
any?

Alternate Activity
For students who are not able to investigate how their family came to reside in Canada they
may explore the following questions:
1. Why are people interested in their heritage?
2. Do you think it is important? Why or why not?
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Comprehensive Prominent Figures Chart
Use the transcripts to help you fill in the relevant information

Person/Family

Push Factors

Where They Settled

Aspirations &
Contributions

Louis & Emma Gold

Zebulon Franks

Jack Diamond

Abraham & Rebecca
Grossman

Max & Dorothy
Grossman

Jan Pollack

David Oppenheimer

Anne Sugarman

Louise Mahrer
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Heart of the Community
LESSON TWO | EAST END STORIES

Accessing Prior Knowledge
Ask students what they know about the Jewish faith and community practices.
Define the following as a class:

Synagogue:
Rabbi:
Watch
Heart of the Community
http://jewishmuseum.ca/exhibit/east-end-stories/
Answer the following questions:
1. Where was the hub of the Vancouver Jewish Community in the late 1800’s?
2. How is Jewish community life structured? What challenges might a community face in
trying to build a new community in a foreign place? What do communities need in order to
be able to connect, grow, learn, conduct rites of passage, etc.?
3. The establishment of a Hebrew School (Talmud Torah) was important to the Jewish
Community. Why was it important and what did it teach to the students who attended? Do
other communities in Canada have similar schools? Give an example.

Activity
•
•
•

What would a young Jewish person feel having to attend local public school and Hebrew
School? What might excite these young learners and what might be their complaints?
What reasons might their parents have for enrolling them in both forms of schooling?
Describe some of the emotions you might have if you were a young Jewish person in
Vancouver at this time in the form of a diary entry.

Journal Reflection
How important in your life is continuing to keep up traditional, religious, or cultural education?
What sense of community do you gain (or not gain) from participating? What feelings and
emotions do these community learning opportunities invoke in you? If you do not have a
community within the dominant societal culture what community aspects do you strongly
connect with and why? How do they help you feel closer to those around you?
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Shaping Vancouver
LESSON THREE | EAST END STORIES

David Oppenheimer & Jack Diamond
A bronze bust of David Oppenheimer stands at the entrance to Stanley Park, placed in 1911. In
2008 the Government of Canada designated Oppenheimer as a ‘Person of National Historic
Significance’. In 1991, the Lieutenant General of BC, David Lam, said that “Jack Diamond left
an indelible mark on the history of BC, as a businessman, sportsman, philanthropist, and
community minded citizen.”
Lesson three explores the widespread impact these two men had on not only the members and
direction of the Jewish community in Vancouver, but also the development of the city.

Accessing Prior Knowledge
What impression do you have of these individuals? What would such a person have to have
accomplished to receive such accolades? When are busts typically made of someone?

Watch
David Oppenheimer – Second Mayor of Vancouver
and
Jack Diamond – Entrepreneur / Philanthropist
http://jewishmuseum.ca/exhibit/east-end-stories/
List the places, spaces, and persons David Oppenheimer and Jack Diamond impacted. Are the
effects of Oppenheimer and Diamond’s decisions and entrepreneurship still felt today? Are the
places they helped to establish still around? Have you been to any of the locations? Make sure
to note which influential man was connected with each location in brackets.
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Shaping Vancouver
David Oppenheimer & Jack Diamond
Places

Impacts

Spaces

Impacts

Persons

Impacts

What do spaces mean to a broader community? How do people interact with these spaces?
How did people interact with them in the past and how do you use them today?
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Community members celebrate the opening of the new Schara Tzedeck Chapel, 1951. Jack Diamond is in
the foreground, squatting in a black suit.
JMABC L.14273

Activity
Create a historical pamphlet for one of the places David Oppenheimer or Jack Diamond helped
to create or preserve in Vancouver. What is/was the primary use of the area by the local
indigenous community? What was the use/function of the space when either David or Jack were
alive, and how do we use the space today? Use Padlet to capture images from these locations
to share with your peers.

Journal Reflection
Define legacy. Did David Oppenheimer and Jack Diamond leave behind a legacy in Vancouver?
Why or why not?
What contributions have you made to your community? How has this enriched your life?
Or, what types of contributions would you like to make in your community? How can you go
about getting started? Is wealth a prerequisite for making a contribution?
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The Grossman Family
LESSON FOUR | EAST END STORIES

Community Pillars
“In the 1920s, it was said that Vancouver was not an organized Jewish community, but rather a
community of many Jewish organizations.” The growth of the Jewish community in Vancouver is
defined by the contributions and commitment of entire families who sought to grow and engage
with their community wholeheartedly. Jan Grossman, a third generation Grossman, became the
first woman to serve as the president of a synagogue in Vancouver.

Accessing Prior Knowledge
Begin the class with a prompt asking students what influence their immediate family has on
their interests, values, and commitments. What hopes and dreams do they hold as a family and
how are they going about achieving them?

Watch
The Grossman Family – Three Generations of Service
http://jewishmuseum.ca/exhibit/east-end-stories/

Activity 1
Create a family timeline showing the accomplishments of each member of the Grossman family.
Include major world events that would have impacted the family and perhaps influenced their
decisions and interests.

Activity 2
Research through archival copies of the Jewish Western Bulletin (today known as the Jewish
Independent) and complete the graphic organizer on the following page.
Write about what you learned as you read through the various issues of the Jewish Western
Bulletin. What topics seemed to be most important to the Jewish community in Vancouver?
Did anything impress or surprise you? Describe your article research in three well-formed
paragraphs that convey to the reader the events both positive and negative that you found to
be most important to the Vancouver Jewish community.
The Jewish Western Bulletin archives are available through Simon Fraser University library at:
http://newspapers.lib.sfu.ca/jwb-collection
The collection includes digitized copies of issues published between 1925 and 2004.
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Jewish Western Bulletin
Look at a minimum of three issues of the Jewish Western Bulletin newspaper, from three
different years, and/or from three different times of year. Example: September 1926, April 1945,
December 1930.

Jewish Western Bulletin #1

An interesting advertisement:

Date:
Headline:

Notes from the most captivating article:

Jewish Western Bulletin #2

An interesting advertisement:

Date:
Headline:

Notes from the most captivating article:

Jewish Western Bulletin #3

An interesting advertisement:

Date:
Headline:

Notes from the most captivating article:
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Journal Reflection
Individuals, communities, and countries can leave a little or a lot of information about
themselves behind. As historians we can look back at the information left by a community to
determine what values that community held and what they thought was important enough to
write down or preserve. Newspapers record the nearly daily ups and downs of a community,
province, or country.
How has technology changed the way we document our community/society? Do you keep a
diary? Do you use social media channels? What will people find out about you when hundreds
of years in the future, they try to piece together the motivations that led you to pursue your
dreams? How will the information you leave behind be informative or misleading? What truths
may be missing?

Hebrew Aid Society Picnic, Vancouver, 1910.
BC Archives C-08947
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Giving Back – Tzedakah
LESSON FIVE | EAST END STORIES

Accessing Prior Knowledge
Many different communities participate in a form of giving, and helping those in need. Teachers
should brainstorm with students different ways and terms that different cultures and religions
have for giving back. Ask students: how does our society view charity, and in what ways do
people give back today?

Tzedakah:

Tzedakah
Historically, the organization of charitable giving and events has frequently been taken on
by women of a community. The National Council of Jewish Women is one such organization
that sought to improve the lives of those in the community and abroad. We learned in the
video about the Grossman family that the National Council of Jewish Women was a large
and important organization in supporting the local community and victims of racism and
discrimination across the Jewish diaspora.

Watch
Giving Back – Tzedakah
http://jewishmuseum.ca/exhibit/east-end-stories/

Answer the Following Questions
1. What were the two largest women’s associations formed to help those in need?
2. What did Anne Sugarman focus the organization on? (Name the organization).
3. In the 1970s, what service did the National Council of Jewish Women start?
4. What was the purpose of the Hadassah Women’s International Zionist Organization?
5. When was the Hadassah Bazaar founded? How long did it run for?
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Discuss as a Class
Zionism:

What did Zionism mean to the Jewish community during the period shown
in the films?

What does Zionism mean to the Jewish community today?

The teacher should be prepared to talk about, and connect the concept of Zionism to
Indigenous sovereignty in Canada. What are the difficulties that cultural communities face
when trying to regain their homeland? The passage of time and influxes of settlers creates
complex interwoven histories that have to be unraveled and recognized. How is Canada
addressing Indigenous land rights, treaty rights, and sovereignty?
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Activity 1
Both of these organizations, the National Council of Jewish Women and the Hadassah
Women’s International Zionist Organization, are still prominent today. What causes do these
organizations focus on today? Are they similar to the causes that were important when they
were first founded?
Choose one cause from one of the organizations, and explain the impact the organization is
having on addressing the issues the cause raises.

Activity 2
Reflecting on Zionism and Indigenous sovereignty, write about a place with which you feel a
strong connection. Is there somewhere that is of importance to your family or yourself? Place
can have a powerful effect on emotions, sense of belonging, and feeling connected to your
past and future. Where do you feel as though you are your most real or authentic self? How
does place inform the decisions you have made in the past, and decisions you may make in the
future?

Journal Reflection
What elements are needed to create a strong and positive community? Reflect on what you
need in order to feel you belong to a community. How have you navigated your way through
different interpretations and expectations of community to find a sense of belonging at school,
or in the broader community? How does your experience, understanding your journey in finding
and/or creating community, inform your understanding of what others experience?
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Summative Activities
1. Which of the six films in the series captivated your interest the most and why was that?
Prepare a short three-minute elevator pitch to convince your classmates that the film you
have chosen is the most captivating, interesting, or informative.
2. Design a walking tour using the website map and three of the East End Stories films.
Which three films would you choose and what story would those three films tell without
the benefit of the others? Create a brochure that advertises your walking tour and write
a multi-paragraph description outlining your creative choices and the narrative that your
three films tell.
3. Research the history of where your home or school is situated. What different groups
have called this area home, whether indigenous or immigrants? What impacts have each of
these groups had on the physical and social/cultural landscape? Create a poster board to
show to the class, school, and/or community.
4. Class discussion – How did global events impact the development of Vancouver and the
Jewish community in Vancouver? How have global events impacted the composition of
Vancouver’s population? How do we as a society make sure these groups feel welcome?
5. Class discussion – How is community and connection to place created? What connections
do we all have to place and what connections do the Jewish community have? What
connections do indigenous groups have to place? How do these connections intersect?
How do we build positive relationships that facilitate connection to place for a multitude of
cultural groups?
6. Field trip: Visit the places and buildings mentioned in the films. Arrange a walking tour with
the Jewish Museum and Archives of BC: 604.257.5199
7. Field trip: Visit the BC Jewish Community Archives.
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Members of National Council of Jewish Women sending toys to Israel, Vancouver harbour, 1950.
JMABC L.11998
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East End Stories Chronology

Pre-1880
1834

David Oppenheimer, one of ten children, is born in a small Bavarian town in Germany.

1858

The Oppenheimer brothers relocate to Victoria, BC.

1862

David Oppenheimer successfully lobbies the colonial government to build the Caribou
Road, the first road into the Interior of BC.

1863

Zebulon Franks is born in Kirovograd in the Ukraine.

1867

The colonies are united into the Dominion of Canada (July 1st).

1870’s The townsite of Granville, the precursor to Vancouver, is established. It contains the
Hastings Sawmill, shops, homes, and government services.
1871

British Columbia becomes the sixth province to join Canada (July 20th).

1872

Louis Gold opens a general store on Burrard Inlet. Emma Gold opens two shops in New
Westminster: The Royal City Boot and Shoe Store, and the West End Grocery.

1880 – 1890
Over the decade, Strathcona becomes the hub of the local Jewish community.
1881

A pogrom massacres a third of the Jews of Kirovograd, hometown of Zebulon Franks.

1882

Zebulon Franks travels to North America, arriving in Winnipeg in the spring.

1885

David Oppenheimer moves to Vancouver with his brother Isaac.

1886

The City of Vancouver is incorporated (April 6th).
Vancouver’s Great Fire takes place and Louis Gold’s shop burns down on Burrard Inlet
(June 13th).

1887

Zebulon and Esther Franks arrive in Vancouver and settle in Strathcona.
David Oppenheimer opens Vancouver’s first wholesale grocery business, still in
operation today.
The first train destined for Vancouver arrives although the Canadian Pacific Railway
tracks had already been in use for three months (May 23rd).

1888

David Oppenheimer is elected the second Mayor of Vancouver.
Stanley Park opens (September 27th).
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1889

Zebulon Franks opens a hardware store at 42 Water Street.

1890 – 1900
1891

The first Jewish congregation in Vancouver, the Association of Brothers, or Agudace
Achim, is established.
Zebulon Franks is acknowledged as the first Orthodox Jewish religious leader in
Vancouver.
David Oppenheimer, in declining health, retires from politics after four terms as Mayor
of Vancouver.

1892

Abraham and Rebecca Grossman arrive in Vancouver.

1897

David Oppenheimer dies at the age of 63 in New York City.

1900 – 1910
1907

Louis Gold dies and is buried at Mountain View Cemetery in Vancouver.
Zebulon Franks becomes president of the Congregation B’nei Yehuda. Under his
leadership, the congregation hires a permanent rabbi, David Belasoff, from the Ukraine.

1909

Jack Diamond is born on a farm in Poland.

1910 – 1920
1910

Vancouver’s first synagogue, Schara Tzedeck (formerly B’nei Yehuda) is built at the
corner of East Pender and Heatley Streets.

1911

First classes of the Vancouver Hebrew School take place in Abraham Grossman’s Hub
Clothing Store on Hastings Street.
A bronze bust of the David Oppenheimer is erected at the entrance of Stanley Park.

1914

World War I begins on July 28th. Canada joins the war effort one week later on August
4th.

1915

Max Grossman is elected President of B’nai B’rith Samuel Lodge for a one-year term. He
is re-elected in 1918, and again in 1924.

1917

Louise Mahrer holds meetings in her home to raise funds for the healthcare of Jewish
settlers living in Palestine.
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Max Grossman is admitted to the Bar of BC, the start of a long and distinguished career
as a barrister. He later becomes the first Jew in Vancouver to be appointed King’s
Council.
1918

Rabbi Pastinsky arrives in Vancouver from Winnipeg.

1919

The Jewish community rents event halls to host High Holiday services, having outgrown
the synagogue. Rabbi Pastinsky makes an appeal to the community to build a larger
synagogue to accommodate the rapidly growing community.

1920 – 1930
1920

Max Grossman serves as Chairman of the building committee for the second and
expanded Schara Tzedeck Synagogue in Strathcona.
Rabbi Pastinsky presides over the ceremony to lay the cornerstone (September 6).
Kiva Katznelson is hired as the first fully qualified Hebrew teacher in Vancouver.

1924

Vancouver chapter of the National Council of Jewish Women is established. Dorothy
Grossman is founding secretary.
The Council opens Neighbourhood House.

1925

The Centre Bulletin, a local Jewish newspaper, is established. It is later renamed
The Jewish Western Bulletin in 1930, and the The Jewish Independent in 2005. Max
Grossman is founding editor.

1927

Jack Diamond arrives in Vancouver.

1928

Cornerstone is laid for the Jewish Community Centre at the corner of 11th Avenue and
Oak Street in Fairview.
Jack Diamond buys British Pork Butchers and expands the business.

1930 – 1940
1930

Dorothy Grossman is elected to the board of the Vancouver Institute.

1933

The Holocaust begins in Germany (January 30th).
Thousands of homeless and traumatized Jewish children are rescued from Nazi
Germany and relocated to Israel. Others are transported to England in a campaign
known as the Kindertransport.

1934

The first Hadassah Bazaar is held in Vancouver.

1936

Berlin hosts the Olympic Games.
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1939

Community celebration held to honour Rabbi Pastinsky on the 20th anniversary of his
term as Rabbi of Schara Tzedeck. The Lodge Hall of the JCC is filled to capacity by all
sectors of the community.
Jack Diamond takes on a larger enterprise, the Pacific Meat Company, becoming the
biggest independent meat packer in Western Canada.
World War II begins (September 1st) and Canada joins the war effort ten days later
(September 10th).

1940 – 1950
1944

Talmud Torah moves from the JCC to an 11 room house and begins offering full day
classes (previously it had only offered evening and weekend classes).

1945

The Holocaust is considered over (May 8th).
World War II ends (September 2nd).
Many displaced European Jews immigrate to cities across Canada.

1947

A Building Committee is struck to construct a new building for Schara Tzedeck
Synagogue. Jack Diamond serves as chair of the committee.

1948

A new Schara Tzedeck synagogue is constructed on Oak Street; a dedication ceremony
is held on January 25.
Rabbi Pastinsky dies at his home in Vancouver at the age of 61 (February 17).
Talmud Torah school moves into its present location on Oak Street.

1950 – 1960
1952

Marjorie Groberman and Gertie Zack infuse the Hadassah Bazaar with new energy,
expanding it to an unprecedented scale.

1953

Jack Diamond chairs the Special Events Committee, raising funds to complete Empire
Stadium, where the British Empire and Commonwealth Games will occur the following
year.

1954

The British Empire and Commonwealth Games begin in Vancouver (July 30th).

1956

The Hungarian Revolution begins. Many Jewish families flee the ensuing turmoil, some of
whom emigrate to Vancouver.
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1960 Onwards
1960

Samuel and Mona Kaplan purchase the Jewish Western Bulletin from the Vancouver
Jewish Community Council. The Kaplans serve as publishers and editors of the
publication until 1999.

1962

The new Jewish Community Centre opens at Oak and 41st Avenue, providing expanded
facilities for the growing community. The new building is located in the new Oakridge
neighbourhood where many Jewish families had moved in the post-war years.

1967

Jack Diamond joins the Simon Fraser University board of governors, serves until 1973.

1968

Louis Brier Home and Hospital opens at Oak and 41st Avenue, diagonally across from
the JCC.

1972

Dave Barrett becomes the first and only Jewish Premier of British Columbia. He serves
for three years.

1974

Jan Grossman is elected President of Temple Sholom Reform Synagogue, the first
woman to be elected President of a Vancouver synagogue. She serves a two-year term.
Jack Diamond receives an honourary doctorate from Simon Fraser University and is
elected Chancellor. He serves until 1978.

1979

Jack Diamond is made a Member of the Order of Canada. He is promoted to the title of
Officer in 1980, and Companion in 2000.

1988

Jan Pollack is elected President of the Jewish Historical Society of BC. She serves for
two years.

1991

Jack Diamond is awarded the Order of British Columbia and a Distinguished Leadership
Award from the City of Vancouver.

1997

Jan Pollack (née Grossman) dies at the age of 79 in Vancouver, BC (January 4). The
Temple Sholom Sisterhood names the annual Jan Pollack Volunteer Recognition Award
in her honour.

1999

Samuel and Mona Kaplan sell the Jewish Western Bulletin to staff members Kyle Berger,
Pat Johnson, and Cynthia Ramsey.

2001

Jack Diamond dies at the age of 91 in Vancouver, BC (March 25).

2005 Dave Barrett is made an Officer of the Order of Canada.
2007 The final Hadassah Bazaar is held.
2008 David Oppenheimer is designated by the Government of Canada as a ‘Person of National
Historic Significance’.
2011

Marjorie Groberman dies at the age of 88 in Vancouver, BC (October 30).

2012

Dave Barrett is made a Member of the Order of British Columbia.

2018

Dave Barrett dies at the age of 87 in Victoria, BC (February 2).
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Morning prayers at Schara Tzedeck synagogue, 1926.
JMABC L.00001
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First Arrivals – Creating Community
ACT ONE

In the 1870’s, the townsite of Granville, as Vancouver was known then, consisted of the
Hastings Sawmill, and a few homes, shops and government services. The promise by the
Canadian government of a railway to the townsite, brought some of the first settlers. Among
these first settlers were Jewish immigrants, the majority of whom came to Vancouver in two
immigrant streams. The first were of Central European heritage who came by choice with some
experience of North American culture. The second stream came as refugees from Eastern
Europe, escaping persecution.

ACT TWO

The first Jewish residents of Vancouver were Louis and Emma Gold, who arrived in 1872 with
their son Edward. No photos exist of the Gold family, but as merchants from Kentucky, they
were representative of the first immigrant stream. In 1872, Louis Gold opened a general store,
one of the first buildings on the waterfront of Burrard Inlet. His wife, Emma, opened two
shops in New Westminster, the Royal City Boot and Shoe Store and the West End Grocery. In
Vancouver’s Great Fire of 1886, Gold’s store burned to the ground, and it’s said that to save
himself, he jumped into Burrard Inlet. After the fire, Gold quickly rebuilt at 64 Water Street.
Gold House became a landmark, a hotel that could accommodate one hundred guests, with a
billiard room and a fire-proof safe. Louis Gold died in 1907, and his hotel is long gone, but the
Golds are regarded as key contributors to the growth of Vancouver. The building a few doors
down, at 42 Water Street, which still exists, was owned by a Jewish immigrant from the second
stream – Zebulon Franks. Franks was born in 1863 in Kirovograd in the Ukraine, where his
father was the head rabbi of the synagogue. In 1881, a pogrom massacred a third of the Jews in
Kirovograd, including most of the Franks family. Franks made his way to North America, arriving
in Winnipeg in the spring of 1882. Like many other impoverished refugees, Franks survived
as a junk pedlar. In 1887, Franks arrived in Vancouver and, along with other working class and
Orthodox Jews from Eastern Europe, settled in Strathcona - at this house at 651 East Georgia.
In 1889, he opened a hardware store at 42 Water Street, providing everything that loggers,
fishers, trappers, or miners might need. Franks was acknowledged as the first Orthodox Jewish
religious leader in Vancouver, and helped establish the city’s first Orthodox Congregation,
Agudace Achim, or the Association of Brothers, in 1891. In 1907, Franks became president of
the Congregation B’nei Yehuda, or the Sons of Israel, which built Vancouver’s first synagogue in
1910. That same year, Franks was also a founding member of Vancouver’s B’nai B’rith lodge, the
first local chapter of the oldest Jewish service organization in the world.

ACT THREE

Through hard work and by helping one another, early Jewish immigrants eventually built a
community and prospered. In the 1920’s and 1930’s, many became well established as smallbusiness owners. As families became more financially secure, many moved out of Strathcona to
the West End, and across False Creek to Fairview. While playing a key role in the early stages
of Vancouver’s development, the Jewish community would grow to play an even greater role in
building and shaping their adopted city.
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Heart of the Community – Synagogue / Talmud Torah
ACT ONE

During the late 1800’s, Strathcona was the hub of the local Jewish community, with more than
half of Vancouver’s Jews living here. Jewish owned enterprises, from small cigar shops, to
grand hotels, lined the streets of nearby Gastown. But the most important building, here at the
corner of East Pender and Heatley, is a structure that used to be a synagogue. The synagogue,
along with the Vancouver Hebrew School, or Talmud Torah, were the first institutions
established by the Jewish community in Strathcona.

ACT TWO

The first Jewish congregation in Vancouver, the Association of Brothers, or the Agudace Achim,
was established in 1891. With no permanent synagogue, or rabbi, services were held in homes
and shops, and in rented halls like the Knights of Pythias Hall on West Cordova Street. In 1907, a
new congregation, Sons of Israel, or B’nei Yehuda, hired a permanent rabbi, David Belasoff, from
Ukraine. In 1910, community leaders purchased a row of houses on Heatley Avenue, demolished
one, and built a 200-seat synagogue. The Jewish community, approximately 1,300 in number,
finally had their first community-owned building. But by 1919, the congregation had outgrown
the synagogue and was forced, once again, to rent halls. Enter Rabbi Nathan Pastinsky. Rabbi
Pastinsky arrived in Vancouver from Winnipeg in 1918, and with his dedication and charisma,
became a driving force in the Jewish community. In addition to his religious duties, Rabbi
Pastinsky was active and respected in the wider community, and gained the nickname “Father
Pat”. He opened his home on East Georgia Street to people needing a hot meal and volunteered
at the port, welcoming and providing services to new immigrants. After being asked to hurry
through his services at a rented hall, Pastinsky delivered an impassioned sermon about the
need for a proper synagogue. The next year, in 1920, Pastinsky presided over the ceremony
to lay the cornerstone. The new synagogue, now called the Gates of Righteousness, or Schara
Tzedeck Congregation, was built beside the original, smaller synagogue. With seating for 600, it
was the first substantial Jewish building in Vancouver. Although most early Jewish immigrants
enrolled their children in the local public school, they still wanted them to learn about their
Jewish heritage. In 1911, the community established its second institution - a Hebrew School,
which later became the Vancouver Talmud Torah. In the beginning, classes were held in the
back of the Hub Clothing Store on Cordova Street. In 1920, Kiva Katznelson was hired, the first
fully qualified Hebrew teacher in Vancouver. The next year, the school found a permanent home
when it was moved to the old B’nai Yehudah synagogue. Basic subjects included the Hebrew
language, Jewish history, prayers, laws, and customs. In 1943, the Talmud Torah achieved a
milestone when it moved from offering evening and weekend classes to being open for the full
school day.

ACT THREE

By the late 1930’s, most of the Jewish community had moved to the Fairview neighbourhood,
around 12th Avenue and Oak Street. In 1948, the Talmud Torah school moved into the original
wing at its present location on Oak Street. The same year, a new Schara Tzedeck synagogue
was constructed, also on Oak Street. But the old synagogue, and the original Talmud Torah
school, still stand as testaments to Jewish pioneers who made their mark on Vancouver.
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David Oppenheimer – Second Mayor of Vancouver
ACT ONE

In the mid-1880’s, much of the land in what is now Strathcona was owned by a man who would
become the second mayor of Vancouver. His name was David Oppenheimer. In a remarkable
life filled with foresight and innovation, Oppenheimer not only helped build the fledgling city of
Vancouver, he touched nearly every aspect of the early development of British Columbia, from
Victoria to the Interior.

ACT TWO

Born in 1834, in a small Bavarian town in Germany, David Oppenheimer was one of ten children
of German Jewish parents. As a young man, he moved with his family to the US, settling in
San Francisco in 1851, drawn by the California Gold Rush. But rather than join the thousands
of gold seekers staking claims, the five Oppenheimer brothers - Charles, Meyer, Godfrey,
Isaac and David - started a mining supply business. With the decline of gold fields in California,
word circulated of a new strike in the Territory of British Columbia. In 1858, the Oppenheimer
brothers, along with hundreds of miners, relocated to Victoria. As the Fraser River Gold Rush
exploded, the Oppenheimers once again established a supply business, selling everything
miners needed to survive in the wilds of the BC Interior. To better serve miners, they built
supply stores in gold country, and operated mule trains to carry equipment and provisions
to half a dozen towns in BC. With such far-flung businesses, David realized the importance of
transportation in building a new country. In 1862, he joined a group that successfully lobbied
the colonial government to build the Caribou Road, the first road into the Interior. In the 1880s,
David also raised funds for the Canadian Pacific Railway during its construction through the
Fraser Canyon. With the decline of the gold rush and the completion of the railroad, David
moved to Vancouver in 1885. In 1887, he opened the first wholesale grocery business, a business
that still exists as the city’s oldest, and in 1888, was elected the second Mayor of Vancouver.
During his four-year tenure, he established much of the young city’s infrastructure, including
the fire department, and a streetcar system. David helped establish the Vancouver Board
of Trade, and attracted industries such as the B.C. Sugar Refinery and the Vancouver City
Foundry. While he realized the importance of building commerce and developing resources
he also improved the everyday lives of citizens - helping them live in comfort and good health.
He oversaw the construction of a city hospital, and, in 1888, he presided over the opening of
Stanley Park. For the Jewish community, David allotted a separate section of Mountain View
Cemetery for Jewish burials. In 1891, after four terms as mayor, and in declining health, David
retired from politics.

ACT THREE

On December 31, 1897, David Oppenheimer died at the age of 63. In 1911, a bronze bust of the
former mayor was erected at the entrance of Stanley Park. For nearly a century he was all
but forgotten, but in 2008, he was designated by the Government of Canada as a ‘Person of
National Historic Significance’. Today, Mayor Oppenheimer is remembered as having had the
ability to sense what was needed by a growing city, and as a man ahead of his time.
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Jack Diamond – Entrepreneur / Philanthropist
ACT ONE

This building behind me, at 828 East Pender, was the first home of a young Jewish immigrant
from Eastern Europe. Leaving the political turmoil of post-war Poland and travelling for months
by train and by ship, Jack Diamond arrived in Vancouver in 1927, speaking no English and having
only a few dollars in his pocket. But what Jack did have was determination and vision, as well as
a strong commitment to his Jewish heritage and to his fellow citizens.

ACT TWO

Jack Diamond was born in 1909 on a farm in Poland where he grew up around livestock and
the meat business. His first job when he arrived in Vancouver was as a butcher at Kirkham’s
Groceteria on Hastings Street. Realizing he wasn’t cut out to work for others, Jack partnered
with his older brother, Dave, on a wholesale meat operation. It was also through his brother
that Jack met a young woman from the Strathcona neighbourhood - Sadie Mandleman. Jack
and Sadie were married in 1931, and would have two sons, Charles and Gordon. In 1928, Jack
bought the British Pork Butchers, and quickly expanded the business by acquiring other
shops, and adding a wholesale operation. In 1939, Jack took on an even larger enterprise,
the Pacific Meat Company, a business he grew to become the biggest independent meat
packer in Western Canada. As boss to over 400 employees, Jack was an early advocate of
employee rights, and introduced workers’ benefits before most other private companies. As
a break from the pressures of business, Jack became a horse racing enthusiast. But ever
the entrepreneur, he also became involved in the business of racing, eventually owning and
operating Lansdowne Park in Richmond and Hastings Park in Vancouver. In the mid-1960’s,
Jack sold Pacific Meats and started West Coast Reduction, a tallow and feed company, with
his sons Charles and Gordon. With Jack’s contacts and reputation, the company grew quickly,
acquiring key competitors across Western Canada. During his rise as an entrepreneur, Jack
became recognized as a leader in Vancouver’s Jewish community. He served as a conciliator
of disputes, and as a master fundraiser for dozens of projects. In 1947, he was head of the
Building Committee for the new Schara Tzedeck Synagogue on Oak Street, and was also on
the Cemetery Board for nearly 50 years. In 1953, Jack chaired the Special Events Committee
that raised funds to complete Empire Stadium. He played a key role, as without the stadium,
Vancouver would have lost the 1954 British Empire Games. Jack also had a decade-long
association with Simon Fraser University. He was on the board of governors from 1967-1973,
received an honourary doctorate in 1974, and served as Chancellor during the mid-1970’s.

ACT THREE

Jack Diamond is a shining example of a talented, hardworking immigrant who achieved
success in his adopted homeland. As a community leader, the act of giving was one of his most
fundamental beliefs. In 1991, to acknowledge his service to the community, he was awarded
the Order of BC, and a Distinguished Leadership Award from the City of Vancouver. Jack was
also a Member, an Officer, and a Companion of the Order of Canada. The Lieutenant General
of BC, David Lam, said that “Jack Diamond left an indelible mark on the history of BC, as a
businessman, sportsman, philanthropist, and community-minded citizen.”
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The Grossman Family – Three Generations of Service
ACT ONE

Of the many families who helped establish the Jewish community in Vancouver, and for
decades helped it thrive, few were as active as the Grossmans. Jan Pollack, a third-generation
Grossman, made a lifetime commitment to community service. Along the way, Jan achieved
many firsts, including being the first woman to serve as president of a synagogue in Vancouver.
Jan came by her dedication to community service honestly, as both her parents, and her
grandparents, set high standards.

ACT TWO

The first generation of Grossmans to live in Vancouver were Jan’s grandparents – Abraham and
Rebecca – who came from Eastern Europe in 1892. No photos exist of the elder Grossmans,
but in 1911 Abraham offered space in their clothing store for the first classes of the Vancouver
Hebrew School. Abraham and Rebecca’s youngest son, Max Grossman, had a distinguished
career as a lawyer. Max was one of the first presidents of the Hebrew Aid Society, a group
that helped new immigrants get settled in Vancouver. In 1920, he served as Chairman of the
building committee for the second and expanded Schara Tzedeck Synagogue in Strathcona.
In 1925, Max became the first editor of the local Jewish newspaper, called the Centre Bulletin,
which later became the long-running Jewish Western Bulletin. In 1928, Max helped lay the
cornerstone for the first institution built by Jews outside Strathcona, the Jewish Community
Centre at the corner of 11th Avenue and Oak Street in Fairview. Max’s wife, Dorothy Grossman,
was also involved in establishing some of the most important institutions in the community. In
1924, Dorothy was the founding secretary of the Vancouver chapter of the National Council of
Jewish Women. The Council opened a Neighbourhood House in Strathcona, using it as a base
to provide aid to the marginalized and excluded members of society. In 1930, Dorothy was
elected to the board of the Vancouver Institute, an educational society that hosts academic
and political leaders from around the world. Dorothy’s daughter, Jan Pollack, shared with her
mother a sense of duty to the community. Both Jan and Dorothy were members of the National
Council, and helped the association celebrate 50 years of service. Influenced by her mother’s
love of education, Jan attended the Vancouver Normal School in the late 1930’s where she
earned a teaching certificate. Her first job was in Tofino teaching the children of Japanese
Canadians until their internment during World War II. In mid-1960’s, when the Temple Sholom
congregation was established, Jan was member of a sisterhood which provided a forum for
women to expand and grow. In the late 1980’s, she was President of the Jewish Historical
Society of BC, and was the recipient of an award for her decades of service.

ACT THREE

In the 1920’s, it was said that Vancouver was not an organized Jewish community, but rather a
community of many Jewish organizations. The Grossman family realized that the community,
in the tradition of Jewish mutual aid, would be much more effective if they worked together.
Through the efforts of the Grossmans, the Jewish community become more established, and
was in turn better able to communicate to the broader community the distinctive Jewish value
of improving the world.
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Giving Back – Tzedakah
ACT ONE

Jewish tradition has the concept of Tzedakah - which is a Hebrew word meaning an obligation to
provide assistance to those in need. In the early days of the Jewish community, women fulfilled
that obligation by coming together and organizing. Two of their largest associations were
the Hadassah Women’s International Zionist Organization, and the National Council of Jewish
Women.

ACT TWO

In the mid-1920’s, this house - here at 800 Jackson Avenue - was headquarters for the
Vancouver Chapter of the National Council of Jewish Women. One of the founding members
was Anne Sugarman, who focused the Council on issues of immigration, healthcare and
the rights of women and children. The National Council’s first initiative was the Well-Baby
Clinic. The only service of its kind in Vancouver, the clinic provided low-cost health care for
economically disadvantaged families. Notable clients were Rose Barrett and her son Dave
Barrett, who in the 1970’s became the first and only Jewish Premier of British Columbia. In
1953, the Council started a thrift store, and used revenue to fund humanitarian projects,
like providing English classes for Jewish refugees from the 1956 Hungarian Revolution. In the
1970’s, the Council started a Mobile Hearing Clinic in conjunction with a local school for the
hearing impaired. To detect early hearing loss, thousands of daycare and kindergarten children
were tested. The longevity of the program was ensured when the Council donated two mobile
clinics to the Vancouver Health Department. The second association was the Hadassah
Women’s International Zionist Organization, a movement by Jewish women to support the
re-establishment of a Jewish homeland. Starting in 1917, community leader Louise Mahrer held
meetings in her home to raise funds for the healthcare of Jewish settlers in Palestine. One of
the group’s most important actions was being part of the international Youth Aliyah movement.
Beginning in Nazi Germany in 1933, thousands of homeless and traumatized Jewish children
were rescued, and relocated to schools, settlements, and Youth Villages in Israel. Also in Israel,
Hadassah sponsors the Judy Mandleman Daycare, an educational and care facility that aids
children of families in need of assistance. Hadassah has organized many local events, including
the annual Hadassah Bazaar. Beginning in 1935, the Bazaar ran for over seventy years and was
once the largest event of its kind in Vancouver. Funds raised from the Bazaar were used for
projects in Vancouver, and for sending delegations to Israel.

ACT THREE

From the Jewish community’s humble beginnings in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s, Jewish
women helped expand the possibilities for all Jews in Strathcona. By honouring their tradition
of Tzedakah, they pulled together to form Hadassah, the National Council, and many other
mutual aid organizations. Through concern for others, Jewish women improved the economic
well-being of their own families, of the larger community of Vancouver, as well as victims of
racism and discrimination across the Jewish diaspora.
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Glossary
Cultural Diversity
The diverse collection of cultures in one community space, city, province, or country. The
inclusion of diverse people in a group or organization. As opposed to monoculture.
Diaspora
A people living outside their ancestral homeland, in this case Jewish people living in countries
outside of Israel.
Emigrate
To leave one’s country or region to settle elsewhere.
Ethnicity
A social group that shares a common and distinctive culture, religion, language or dialect,
ancestry, homeland, dressing style, art or even physical appearance.
Hebrew
The national language of Israel and the traditional language of Jewish religious practice. An outdated term formerly used to refer to a person of Jewish faith.
High Holidays
The two most important Jewish holidays, Rosh Hashanah (New Year’s Day) and Yom Kippur
(The Day of Atonement), which occur ten days apart, each year in the autumn.
The Holocaust
The systematic mass slaughter of European Jews in Nazi concentration camps during World
War II.
Immigrate
To come to a country of which one is not native, usually for permanent residence.
Indigenous People
Defined in international or national legislation as having a set of specific rights based on their
historical ties to a particular territory, and their cultural or historical distinctiveness from
other populations that are often politically dominant.
Rabbi
The chief religious official of a synagogue, trained usually in a theological seminary and duly
ordained, who delivers the sermon at religious service and performs ritualistic, pastoral,
educational, and other functions in and related to his or her capacity as a spiritual leader of a
Jewish community.
Racism
Hatred or intolerance of people of a specific faith or ethnicity.
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Synagogue
A Jewish house of worship, often having facilities for religious instruction and community
gatherings.
Talmud Torah
A community-supported school for teaching children Hebrew and the fundamentals of Judaism.
Tzedakah
Charity or the giving of charity. An obligation to provide assistance to those in need.
Zionism
A worldwide Jewish movement that resulted in the establishment and development of the state
of Israel.
sources: dictionary.com; merriam-webster.com; indigenouspeoples.net
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