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President’s Message
In the March 2016 issue of The Chronicle, I addressed
the 45th anniversary of the Jewish Museum and
Archives of BC and highlighted Cyril Leonoff’s visionary
role as founder. Unfortunately, on April 7th of the next
year, Cyril passed away.
Cyril’s influence in ensuring the documentation of
the history of the Jewish people of British Columbia
and their contribution to the life of the province is
extraordinary and will be felt for generations to come.
In his professional life as a marine, pavement and soft
ground engineer Cyril worked on numerous industrial
projects in BC and throughout Canada. As a cofounder of Ripley, Klohn and Leonoff Ltd. he authored
articles and books and received several awards for his
professional and literary contributions.
In the same issue, I mentioned the honour bestowed
upon Irene Dodek by the Jewish Seniors Alliance. That
year, we were delighted by the recognition of Irene
Dodek by the Jewish Seniors Alliance for her 44 years of

extraordinary volunteer work with the JMABC, including
her exceptional contributions to our oral history
program. Sadly, in June of this year, Irene also passed
away.
A descendant of Jewish homesteaders, Irene was raised
in Cupar, Saskatchewan and was a life member of both
Hadassah and National Council of Jewish Women. After
graduation from UBC, majoring in Anthropology, she
worked as a program director at the Vancouver Museum
and a docent at the Museum of Anthropology at UBC.
Irene was a founding member of our nearly 50-year-old
Jewish Historical Society (JMABC). She was trained
as an oral history interviewer by the Steven Spielberg
Foundation and conducted over 100 oral histories of
Holocaust survivors and Jewish pioneers in B.C. In 2010,
the Irene Dodek Oral History Listening Area was opened
at the JMABC to honour Irene and her contribution to
the preservation of Jewish culture.
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An accomplished pianist and cellist, Irene was a board
member of Music in the Morning, the Vancouver
Recital Society, and the Friends of Chamber Music and
performed with the Vancouver Philharmonic Orchestra.
The last surviving Jewish Historical Society of
BC founder, Irene was an oral history interviewer
extraordinaire. She also ran workshops on conducting
oral history interviews for our archivists and dozens of
volunteers. She served on the JHSBC Board of Directors
for 24 years and sat on many committees.
Without wonderful people like Irene and Cyril, much
of our incredible history would be lost. We are truly
grateful to Cyril Leonoff and Irene Dodek. Their
inspiration and leadership helped to establish and shape
the JMABC.
Clive Cussler is an author of both fiction and non-fiction
works based on searches of historically significant
shipwrecks. In his book, The Sea Hunters II he writes,
“Now it’s your turn to get up off of the couch and go into
the deserts, go into the mountains, go under the lakes,
the rivers and the seas, and search for history. You’ll
never have a more rewarding adventure.” The legacies of
both Cyril and Irene personified this. May their memories
be for a blessing.
I will ask, one last time; how many of us wish we knew
more about our grandparents’ history? Do you have
written or photographic memories of them or other
relatives and you are not sure what to do with them?
How many of us wonder where old photos or historical
documents ended up after a grandparent passed
away? How many of us regret not asking grandparents
questions when we had the chance or even making the
time to listen to them when they wished to tell us about
their past? How many of us even know the names of our
great grandparents and what they did when they were
young or even older? How many of you are worried that,
years from now, your great grandchildren will not know
your names?
The JMABC is known within the museum and archives
world as being an organization of stature and excellence.
Credit for this reputation is due to our knowledgeable
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and hard-working staff, our numerous interns and
volunteers, and our volunteer board of directors.
Recent issues of our annual journal, The Scribe, have told
of Jewish contributions to the furniture, scrap metal,
retail clothing businesses and the fascinating stories of
those interred in Mountain View Jewish Cemetery and
other Jewish cemeteries in BC. Our most recent issue
focuses on restaurants and catering. The next issue, to
be launched in December, will report on Jewish members
of the medical and research community both currently
and historically who have made significant contributions
to the research and practice of medicine.
The JMABC is the only museum dedicated to telling
the story of more than 150 years of British Columbia
Jewish history, arts and culture, with a growing archival
collection. The JMABC presents online exhibits paired
with lectures, walking tours and presentations by
scholars and other professionals as well as local movers
and shakers.
So, how important is all of this? How can we decide
what to do next – how to live – if we can’t remember
the accomplishments of others and of ourselves; who
we are and where we have come from? By renewing
your memberships, increasing your contributions,
volunteering your help and your memories, and joining
us at our public programs, you show your support and
encourage our staff to continue their diligent work. I look
forward to seeing you at our exciting events coming up
this year and know we can rely on you to help us reach
our fundraising goals, allowing us to reach new heights
in programming and guarantee the preservation of our
collection.

Perry Seidelman
President

Vanessa Richards of the Hogan’s Alley Society leads walking tour participants through the Hogan’s Alley portion of the Cross Cultural
Strathcona Walking Tour, May 5, 2019. Photo by Matt Hans Schroeder

Walking
Through
History

Sometimes the best way to appreciate
history is to walk in the footsteps of those
who were here before us, experiencing
the city and the street in the ways that
they did. Doing so, we start to consider
aspects of what everyday life was once like
here. Where did they buy groceries? How
far did they walk to school or work? What
challenges, hardships, or intolerance did
they face?
This quotidian experience is something the
JMABC has for many years shared with
our community and with visitors to our
city. In our archives is a Heritage Walking
Tour of Jewish Vancouver prepared in
1986 on the occasion of Vancouver’s
centennial. In the over thirty years since,
our walking tours have gone through
countless iterations as new historical
information has been uncovered. Our
tours of Gastown & Strathcona have
grown so rich in material that this year
we split them into two distinct tours. In
September 2011, we offered our first tour
of the Jewish section of Mountain View
Cemetery. Through the restoration of the
Jewish section in 2013-2015, we undertook
significant research of those interned and
were able to vastly enrich the walking tour.
This spring, we added to our roster a
new tour of Oakridge and collaborated
with seventeen partner organizations
to offer a Cross Cultural Strathcona
Walking Tour. Each Sunday in May, two
tour groups wound their way from

Strathcona Elementary School, past
the old Schara Tzedeck Synagogue and
the neighbourhood house of National
Council of Jewish Women, down Hogan’s
Alley, through Chinatown, and up Powell
Street to the Vancouver Japanese
Language School and Hall. Along the way,
we learned about the importance of the
railway to Vancouver’s Black community,
the renewed interest among Chinese
Canadians to learn Cantonese, the thriving
Japanese-owned businesses that lined
Powell Street in the half-century before
internment, and much more.
The Cross Cultural Strathcona Walking
Tours were a valuable history lesson for all
involved and a tremendous opportunity to
build alliances between communities. All
eight tours sold out for a total attendance
of 192 people, included representatives of
all levels of government. Work has already
begun to repeat and expand this series
next year. Contact Michael if you would like
to help support this project: mschwartz@
jewishmuseum.ca
There are a few more opportunities to join
us on one of our walking tours this year.
We’ll be in Strathcona on September 8,
Gastown on September 15, and Oakridge
on September 22. Visit our website for full
information and to register.
Is there a neighbourhood or theme that
you’d like to know more about? Let us
know; it could inspire a new walking tour
for next year!
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Archives
Report

Mort and Irene Dodek at the opening of the Jewish Museum and Archives of BC, 2007.
Oral histories aren’t something you learn
a lot about in most school programs these
days, not even in a Masters of Library,
Archives, and Information Studies course.
But oral histories are in many ways the
lifeblood of the Jewish Museum and
Archives of BC, and were a founding pillar
of the organization thanks to the hard
work of Irene Dodek and our founder Cyril
Leonoff.
Oral histories are a hugely important
resource in many archives worldwide.
Our program is set apart by a few key
attributes:
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1.

We’ve been conducting these
interviews since the late 1960s;

2.

We’ve never ceased to conduct
interviews, or even slow down our
pace;

3.

At the time of writing we have
874 oral histories recorded and
catalogued. On average, this number
grows by 30 to 50 each year.
Some interviews are conducted as
part of the research for projects
and publications including our
online exhibits and The Scribe, but
most are life stories of community
members from all walks of life. These
are collected in the sole interest
of growing our archives to become
a comprehensive telling of our
community history.

People often ask why we bother with
oral histories. “Can’t I just write down
my story?” they say. While we of course
accept any sort of family or personal
history in almost any form, oral histories
provide a rich and meaningful experience
beyond compare.
A satisfying and sometimes emotional
process, oral histories have traditionally
been much more accessible to
marginalized groups, including women,
minorities, differently abled people, and
those lacking literacy skills required to put
pen to paper.
Hearing a person’s story in their own,
unedited words is unlike any other form
of storytelling. The intonation, the asides,
the emotion and the things left unsaid all
convey meaning and are generally omitted
in the written form. The way a story is told
is just as instructive as the story itself –
sometimes more so.
It takes a unique demeanor and set of skills
to effectively draw out these layers from
an interviewee, and Irene was a master of
the craft.
Irene conducted her first interview in 1969
with her aunt, Fannie Segall, and over the
50 years since went on to conduct almost
100 interviews. In the weeks prior to her
death this summer, we were in regular
contact discussing her plans to conduct
still more interviews in the coming months.

Sadly it was not to be.
Irene was generous with her wisdom
and among her many skills was that of
a natural teacher. Over the years, she
taught dozens of oral history workshops
for the Jewish Historical Society,
personally developing the format of these
workshops, and sharing her love for the
craft with countless community members.
Irene felt strongly that oral histories were
one of the most fascinating and satisfying
experiences you could offer to another
person and this was never more evident
than when she taught others to love the
process as well.
The Board and staff of the JMABC feel
Irene’s absence deeply, but are grateful
that her legacy will live on in the JHSBC
Oral History Collection.
z”l Irene Dodek

This summer we have three students helping us process archival
material. Avi, Matthew, and Maddy have been working on a variety of
projects, outlined in their profiles below.
Work continues on the next two issues of our annual journal, The
Scribe. The 2019 edition focusing on innovators in medicine and
healthcare will be released later this year. Join us at Congregation
Beth Israel on December 4 for a special launch event featuring a
keynote by Dr. Larry Goldenberg, an award-winning researcher
noted for his breakthroughs in the treatment of cancer.
Research has also begun on the 2020 edition of The Scribe, which
will celebrate the history of Jewish education in our province. Stay
tuned for further progress reports on that project.

Avi Grundner
Archives Intern

As an archives intern for the summer, Avi
Grundner supported a wide variety of the
projects undertaken here at the JMABC. A
short list of their work includes providing
reference for researchers, uploading
metadata* to our online database,
transcribing oral histories, appraising
material for donation, and selecting
digitized archival material to share on
social media.
“I partially sought this internship because
I hoped to learn more about the history of
the Jewish community of Vancouver, while
also practicing the archival theory I am
learning in the Dual MAS/MLIS program
at UBC,” Avi says. “As a Jewish American
studying away from home, I am incredibly
grateful for the generosity of spirit that is
reflected in the holdings of the archives.
I have been touched emotionally by oral
histories, and impressed by the networks
of individuals and organizations that have
spanned generations of charitable work
and spiritual life in Vancouver.
“This June, I accompanied Alysa on a
house call to meet with Lucy Laufer and
her brother Michael. Since then I have
spent much of the summer pouring over
a generous donation of over 400 family
photographs dating back to the mid-1800s.
Learning the faces in the photographs and
how everyone fits into the family tree feels
a bit like a puzzle, aided by post-it notes
from Lucy and Michael, and occasional
other captions on the backs of photos, in
their mother Olga’s hand. As we digitize
and upload the photos online, hopefully
others will be able to decipher some of the

In keeping with Irene’s legacy, we are constantly working to grow
the JMABC Oral History program to encompass the full breadth
of our community history. Three years ago, we launched The
Southern Africa Diaspora Oral History Program, which to date
has collected 31 oral history interviews. As this program continues,
we are happy to announce the launch of our newest Oral History
initiative, On The Record: The BC Jewish Queer & Trans Oral
History Program. If you would like to volunteer to be trained as an
interviewer, be interviewed, or nominate someone to be interviewed
as part of this project, please contact Alysa at: archives@
jewishmuseum.ca

more difficult-to-read German captions!
“The Laufer donation involved two
accruals,* therefore processing the
material was iterative and reflexive; I made
minor changes as I learned more and as
material was added. The donation also
presented some interesting challenges
for arrangement and preservation. The
material includes photographs, some
miscellaneous textual records, and photo
albums, all originating from between 1860
and 1980. How do you organize a shoebox
full of material with so much variety? The
archival principle of provenance* guided
my decision to organize the photographs
by three different prominent sides of
the family. It is incredibly satisfying to
help create a structure where beautiful
material can truly reveal the rich
background it comes from. I love how
the work at community archives like
the JMABC is full of such wonderful

opportunities to tell the stories from
our past, and making them a part of our
present and future.”

Matthew Kaufhold
Archives Assistant
Matthew joined us this summer at
the JMABC as an Archives Research
Assistant. He is in the midst of completing
his Masters of Library and Information
Studies degree at the University of British
Columbia where he also currently works
as a Student Digitization Assistant at the
UBC Digitization Centre.
A major component of Matthew’s job here
this summer included conducting research
on the history of Jewish education in
British Columbia in preparation for the
2020 edition of The Scribe.

(Partial) Glossary of Archives Terminology
Accrual: An acquisition which belongs to a unit of archival material already in
the custody of the repository.
Metadata: a set of data that describes and gives information about archival
material.
Principle of Provenance: The principle that the records of a person, family or
corporate body must be kept together in their original order, if it exists or has
been maintained, and not be mixed or combined with the records of another
individual or corporate body.
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Next year’s edition of The Scribe will
highlight important educators and their
contributions to Jewish education in
BC. “Before working at the JMABC I was
not aware of BC’s rich history of Jewish
education, and I enjoyed immensely my
time here, learning about BC’s tight-knit
and dedicated Jewish community.

Dr. Harry Adaskin, 1974.
Photograph by Fred Shiffer.

“Two notable individuals that stood out
during the course of my research were
Harry Adaskin and Sam Rothstein. Harry
Adaskin was a violinist and a hugely
influential music educator who played
an integral role in the formation and
development of the UBC School of Music.
Sam Rothstein was the first Canadian to
receive a PhD in librarianship and was the
founding director of the School of Library,
Archives, and Information Studies at UBC,
which I currently attend. From student
to professional his involvement at UBC
spanned nearly 50 years.
“Working at the JMABC has been a very
rewarding experience, and I appreciated
the opportunity to apply skills I’ve learned
in school and to learn more about BC’s
rich cultural history. The hard work and
dedication the staff at the JMABC puts
into preserving and promoting BC’s Jewish
history is inspiring.”

Maddy Martin
Archives Assistant

Maddy joined us this summer as she draws
near to completing her undergraduate
degree in History at SFU. She worked on
completing the processing of a significant
2011 donation from the National Council
of Jewish Women – Vancouver Section
that was begun last summer by a previous
intern, Eva Lau. This donation includes a
wide assortment of material, everything
from event programs and social advocacy
projects to VHS tapes and photographs.
She says the following about her
experience:
“National Council of Jewish Women is very
involved in social activism not just within
the community but across the province,
country, and overseas. They focus on
issues relating to women, children, as well
as refugees. They hold numerous events to
raise money for their local advocacy work,
such as the long running Friends & Angels
dinner. They also coordinate fundraising
events for international organisations,
such as the Israel Family Counseling
Association (IFCA), an organisation
supporting struggling families based in Tel
Aviv.
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“National Council works closely with new
Jewish immigrants to Canada; they were
a co-sponsor of the Shalom Vancouver!
Guide to the Jewish Community, an
introduction package created in the
1990s for new Jewish immigrants to
Vancouver. This package provided
resources and information about the
local Jewish community, including listing
events, synagogues, and seniors’ services.
They are also fervent advocators for
Jewish communities facing struggles and
maltreatment around the globe.
“Through their social advocacy they
correspond frequently with the
government – municipal, provincial, and
federal – about the importance of certain
programs or bills as well as providing funds
to local elementary schools in support
of after-school programs. The Council
created the Seniors Talents and Abilities
Registry (STAR), a volunteer registry to
provide services to seniors within the
Vancouver Jewish community. Kosher
Meals on Wheels was one of their larger
projects conducted through STAR, offering
healthy Kosher meals to house-bound
seniors. The Vancouver Section of National
Council of Jewish Women was established
in 1924 and in the years since, the
organization has worked hard to support
and advocate for disadvantaged groups
within the Jewish community.”
Maddy describes her experience at the
JMABC as incredibly rewarding and
educational.
“As someone just entering the world
of archives and records management,
working here has been a wonderful
experience. I am surrounded by people
who are just as passionate about the
preservation of archives and community
engagement in local history as I am. Having
the opportunity to sit down and dig into
this collection allowed me to learn a lot
about a portion of Vancouver history
that I was previously unaware of while
I also learned more about the process
of organising and preserving archival
material. I hope to continue working
in archives and heritage management
as I move into grad school and beyond,
taking everything I have learned from this
experience with me.”
We thank all three of our archives
students for their hard work this summer
and wish them the greatest success in
their future pursuits.

The Scribe 2019
Innovations in Health

Each year, the JMABC’s volunteer Publication Committee spends many long hours preparing our annual journal,
The Scribe. They conduct dozens of Oral History interviews and collect valuable archival material from community
members. This research is then passed on to our esteemed editor, Cynthia Ramsay for compilation, editing and
writing.
The first edition of The Scribe was published in 1979 as a single-sheet, two-sided publication. It grew over the
following years to a collection of essays - or a single, extended essay - averaging 40 pages in the 1990s and early
2000s. In 2008, The Scribe leaped to a whopping 204 pages with “The Rise of Jewish Life and Religion in British
Columbia, 1858-1948,” by our founder, Cyril Leonoff.
It has remained at approximately this length for the past decade, each year zeroing in on one aspect of the
community history. Recent years have celebrated community contributions to specific industries including scrap
metal, furniture, clothing, and food. The 2017 edition deviated from this trend with a special issue on the Jewish
Cemeteries of British Columbia, following and in part reporting on the 2013-2015 restoration and rededication of the
Jewish Cemetery at Mountain View.
The forthcoming 2019 edition continues this industry-focused trend, profiling innovators in the fields of medicine,
public health, and medical research. The following are a series of exerpts from this issue, a taste of what’s to come.
Join us at Beth Israel Synagogue on December 4, 2019 for the launch of this issue. This special event will feature a
keynote by Dr. Larry Goldenberg, CM, OBC, an award-winning researcher who has made important breakthroughs
in the treatment of cancer.

Peter Cooperberg

“One of the things I did, I caught a stone as I was rolling the patient
over and looking, I saw the stone roll and I got a video of it. And I
showed that video probably 100 times in lectures, and every one got
a standing ovation for ‘the Rolling Stone.’ This was in 1977 or so, ’78.
That’s 40 years ago, the Rolling Stones are famous, and apparently
they’re still famous, right?
I did a lot on showing the anatomy that you can show with
ultrasound.”

Gerry Growe

“[Vancouver] is kind of an outpost for Jewish life in North America,
it’s not a big community. For its size, it needs a lot of energy to keep
things together, to keep people wanting to continue to be Jewish,
in a way. It requires effort and it requires inspiration. And so, that’s
one of the reasons that I’m very pleased to see that there have
been a number of Jewish leaders, including some rabbis who’ve been
attracted to Vancouver in the past few years; I think that will give
some of the energy to the place.
I think we need some more academic people. We have some good
people out at UBC – we need to continue that, because some people
relate in a more academic or intellectual way to the culture or to the
religion rather than the spiritual way. And I think things can go one
way or another very quickly if some disaster happens.

Anyway, my hope is that we will be able to continue to work on a
viable community here in Vancouver, and the [oral history] stories
will help to, I don’t know, maybe inspire the younger people to
continue on. And, hopefully, some of the young Jewish people are also
interviewing their friends and relatives, and finding out about their
lives and their aspirations, too.”

Carol Herbert

Medicine was not always the goal. “When I was about six, I wanted to
be a writer, I thought I’d be an author. And then I thought I’d be an
explorer, I wanted to go and explore in the jungles. And, somewhere,
I was very interested in science. I was a child of the Sputnik
generation, we were very much directed toward science careers in
high school. Although, in those days, the direction would have not
been for women to do medicine. We were told, be a bacteriologist
or lab scientist, but I did very well in school and there were people
encouraging me. The theme in the family was reach for the highest
you can reach [and so] I did.
I loved biochemistry and there was a very good professor whom I
published with even as an undergrad and who really wanted me to
do a PhD with him. But I decided to go into medicine, because I felt
like I could combine the science with the humanities and help people.
It’s not bad to be idealistic. But the other thing was [my sister]
Gloria, who was seven years older, had done a PhD at that point.
She said, ‘Do medicine, because it will give you more scope.’ And she
was absolutely right. And she said, ‘you’ll have access to patients for
research,’ because she was doing research; so she was very much an
influence.”
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Clyde Hertzman

Ben Shuman

“Clyde founded Human Early Learning Partnership (HELP) in 2000
or 2001. “He started doing this mapping project called the Early
Development Instrument [EDI], which is now done all over the globe.
And it’s a way of mapping the developmental well-being of children,
about six months into kindergarten…. The idea with EDI was to see
[if you can] create a measure that would tell you how kids are doing,
and then to use that to direct funds and to direct resources towards
helping people who are the most needy or challenged, or trying to
understand how communities change over time.

“He was a hardworking, very warm, loving, paediatrician. And he
also taught, as often that doctors did do it, at UBC, do rounds with
students. He, he absolutely loved, you know, giving support to up
and coming doctors. He really loved that. He was a really generous
paediatrician, but not ambitious in any other way, I don’t think. So,
the highlights were just loving his patients.

(interview with son Eric Hertzman)

The EDI initially started off as a pilot project with a couple of
communities in B.C. and, by 2003, it had expanded to the entire
province. And then, by the time he passed away, it had expanded to
countries all over the world and most of Canada.”

Robert Krell

(recalling his internship at Philadelphia General Hospital in 1965)
“It was the toughest, roughest, meanest internship imaginable.
It was in the middle of a ghetto and we had nothing but gunshot
wounds, knife wounds and madness all around. And, if you didn’t know
anything the day you arrived, like I knew nothing, after 24 hours on
the emergency service, I knew everything.
It was a great place to learn. I delivered, in one month, 300 babies in
my obstetrics rotation and set a new record for forceps deliveries 30 in one night. You got to do everything in this internship, so it was
as good as it was reputed to be, just that you never slept; 100-plus
hours a week.”

Gary Romalis

(interview of wife Sheila Romalis)
“When David Clayman died of cancer in 1971, I think, or ‘72, Gary
started a yearly symposium to bring people to talk on obstetrical
and gynaecological topics. And he would bring people from all over
North America and Europe to talk, but it was the David Clayman
Memorial Lecture. And then it became a whole day symposium. And
Gary, after he was shot, is when it became the symposium. And
that’s when he did this amazing thing where he [gave a lecture about]
why he became a doctor. He had me in tears. Well, he had most of
the people in the room in tears.”
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(interview of daughter Barbara Shuman)

It doesn’t happen anymore but, for years, people would say, ‘Are you
Dr. Shuman’s daughter?’ And I go, ‘Yeah.’ One guy said, ‘Going to visit
your dad was like going to visit Santa Claus.’ So I got that kind of
feedback constantly from people.”

Michael Wolochow

(interview of daughter Barbara Lucas)
“He didn’t know many Jewish people until he got to university. And,
at that time, there were quotas on how many Jewish people could
go to medical school and he [had trouble finding] an internship and
trying to find a residency” in Canada and the United States.

Thank You!
In May 2016, the JMABC launched the Sustainers of the Archives campaign. In the three years
since, you - our members and supporters - have generously invested a grand total of $368,933 in
support of the BC Jewish Community Archives.
Thanks to this support, we have been able to reach new benchmarks in safeguarding our
community history: recording 142 oral history interviews; fulfilled 1,873 research requests, and
processed essential archival collections, including those of National Council of Jewish Women,
Mountain View Cemetery, the Jewish Historical Society of BC, Eitz Chaim, L’Chaim Adult Day
Centre, the Peretz Centre, and the Jewish Seniors’ Alliance.
By contributing annually to this campaign, you have made it possible for us to continue and
accelerate our work of collecting and preserving our archival holdings. Beyond this, your support
has been an endorsement of the importance of our work, a way of declaring that you value our
community history and want to ensure that it survives for generations to come. Thank you.
When we launched this campaign, we set the ambitious goal of raising $430,000 over three years.
Thanks to you, we have reached 86% of this target.
Moving forward, we hope that we can rely on your ongoing support. We are very aware that
there are many worthy causes appealing to your sense of tzedakah, and that the cost of living in
Vancouver makes giving harder than usual. Despite this, you have shown that you believe in the
mandate of the Jewish Museum and Archives of BC to collect and share the community memories
of Jewish life in our province. You are proud of the accomplishments of our predecessors - your
parents and grandparents, aunts and uncles, siblings and cousins - and you consider it worthwhile
to ensure future generations - your children and grandchildren, neices and nephews - have the
opportunity to learn about these accomplishments.
In its 161 year history, our community has accomplished a great deal and we have much to be
proud of. We built Congregation Emanu-El within five years of the first Jewish arrivals setting
foot in Victoria. We established dozens of community organizations, many of which continue to
provide essential services to this day. We built synagogues, day schools, and summer camps; and
we undertook intensive campaigns to settle new immigrants, help those in need, and send muchneeded support abroad.
Each generation has inspired the generations that have followed. We owe it to them to keep their
memory alive. With your help, I am confident that we’ll be able to fulfill this obligation.
When you receive a call from one of our Development Committee members, please consider
renewing and increasing your donation. Or call the office today to make your commitment.
Every added dollar will increase what we’re able to accomplish.
With sincere gratitude,
Michael Schwartz
Director of Community Engagement
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MAZEL TOV

Rita Brown and Michael Levy, in honour of
their marriage.
Bill and Risa Levine.

Tributes

Dorothy Grad, in honour of her birthday.
Perry and Shelley Seidelman.
Joel Herman, in honour of his birthday.
Richard Brail and Adrien Ross.
Al Simmons, in honour of his special
birthday.
Ron and Brenda Appleton, Fred Swartz
and Carol Herbert.
Fred Swartz, in honour of his birthday.
Patsy Policar.
Ronnie and Barry Tessler, in honour of
their special anniversary.
Carol and Peter Oreck.

SYMPATHY

Arthur Weinstein, in memory of his father,
George.
Marcy Babins.
Betty and Irv Nitkin, in memory of her
sister, Judith Hans.
JMABC Board of Directors and staff,
Shael and Lotti Smith.

IN APPRECIATION

Caren Perel and Tom Winkler, in memory
of your father and your mother.
Irene Gutmann and Sasha Budlovsky

DONATIONS

Carol Herbert, in memory of her brother
in law, Gary Gutman.
Allan and Marsha Simmons
Dvori Balshine, in memory of her mother,
Sylvia.
JMABC Board of Directors and staff
Gail Dodek Wenner, Richard Wenner and
family, in memory of her mother,
Irene Dodek.
Shirley Barnett; Lee and Sue Cohene;
Mark Dwor; Irene Gutmann and Sasha
Budlovsky; Alan Morinis and Beverly
Spring; Irv and Betty Nitkin.
Gloria Gutman, in memory of Gary
Gutman.
Fred Swartz and Carol Herbert.
Jack Chivo, in memory of his brother,
Darrell.
Bill and Noemi Gruenthal.
Jean Gerber, in memory of her husband
Harvey Gerber.
Barry and Ronnie Tessler
The Leonoff / Routtenberg Family, in
memory of Cyril Leonoff.
Sarah Tobe.
Marty Nadler and family, in memory of
Sukie Nadler.
Marcy Babins.
Mort Dodek and family, in memory of Irene
Dodek.
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Ron & Brenda Appleton; Sharon Asher;
Diane Averbach; Gary Averbach;
Barbara Barer; Roberta Beiser and
Allan Black; Betsy Brown, Blair Leonoff,
Shirley Brown, Bonnie Reed and Alan
Richman; Jane Cherry; Donna, Robert
and Richard Cohen; Stewart and Nanci
Cohen; Ted and Shirley Cohn; Barry
Dunner and Su Fitterman; Shirley
Fitterman; Larry and Claudia Flader;
Norman and Marlene Franks; Leon and
Leila Getz; Evelyn Goldenberg; Edmond
and Pnina Granirer; Gerry Growe and
Nomi Kaplan; Bill Gruenthal; Arthur and
Glenda Guttman; Gloria Hendin; Cheryl
and Peter Hochfelder; Beryl Israel; JMABC
Board of Directors and staff; Howard &
Rosalind Karby; Terry and Carol Kline; Pat
Laimon; Carol Leiren; Anita Leonoff, Cole
Leonoff and Alysa Routtenberg; Mark and
Gerri London; Bernie and Wendy Lotzkar;
Robert Markin; Marisa Moody; Muriel
Morris; Gail Saiger; Perry and Shelley
Seidelman; Shael and Lotti Smith; Barry
and Ronnie Tessler; Neri Tischler; Sarah
Tobe; Adele Weder; Jennifer Yuhasz.

Alan Farber.
JMABC Board of Directors and staff.

André and Sheila Anzarut
Azrieli Foundation
Robert Banno and Cathy Makihara
Paul and Ellen Becker
Jonathan and Heather Berkowitz
Donna Cohen
Ken and Reva Davidson
Steve and Bonnie Gertsman
Bill and Noemi Gruenthal
Brian Jessel
Michael Levy and Ann Ehrcke
Lohn Foundation
Bob Markin and Ralph Markin
Harvey Oreck
Allan and Marsha Simmons
Irving Sirlin
Springdale Ventures Ltd
Shirley Swartz

DONATIONS IN KIND
Oren Bick

ARCHIVAL DONATIONS
Ronnie Tessler

SUSTAINERS OF THE ARCHIVES
Shelley and David Ail
Ralph Aknin
Evelyn Amar
Sheila and Andre Anzarut
Helen Aqua
Linda Arato
Gary Averbach
Yolanda and Mark Babins
Neil Baker

Esther Nemetz (standing at rear, in black blazer) and unknown others, circa 1930.
Dvori and Michael Balshine
Rachel and Morris Barer
Roberta Beiser
Syd Belzberg
Ruth and David Berger
Heather and Jonathan Berkowitz
Sylvia and Jerry Berkson
Lori Braha and Michael Berkson
Ellen and Avi Bick
Cynthia and George Bluman
David Bogoch
Samara Bordan
Gordon Brandt
Janet and Martin Braverman
Sandra and Bernie Bressler
Dalia and Brian Bressler
Barbara Brezer
Marty Charach
Boris Chenkis
Yale Chernoff
Debbie and Mark Choit
Tamar Huberman and Mike Clarfeld
Rena Cohen
Linda and Gary Cohen
Thyrza Cohen
Jody and Harvey Dales
Tal Danzig
Irving Dardick
Ben and Esther Dayson Charitable
Foundation
Diamond Foundation
Leor Froelich and Yael Dirnfeld
Judy and Art Dodek
Irene z’l and Mort Dodek
Avi Dolgin
Myer Dumansky
Joanne Emerman

Felicia Folk and Alan Farber
Janet York and Sam Feldman
Sharon and Ed Fitch
Kathi and Harold Folk
Marlene and Leo Franken
Alisa and Sheldon Franken
Marlene and Norman Franks
Chris Friedrichs
Liat and Dan Gadassi
Shari and Stephen Gaerber
Miri and Larry Garaway
Corinne and Mark Gelfer
Sally and Michael Geller
Leila and Leon Getz
Birgit Westergaard and Norman Gladstone
Rose Marie Glassman
Marilyn and Derek Glazer
Karyn and Joe Gold
Bernice Goldberg
Stephanie Goldberg
Dora Golden
David Goldman/Penny Sprackman
Lilian and David Goodman
Marla and Peter Gropper
Noemi and Bill Gruenthal
Harold Gutovich
Glenda and Arthur Guttman
Kyla Schwartz and Jesse Halperin
Janet and Shawn Halperin
Lee Henderson
Arlene Howard
Mandy and Jeffrey Huberman
Alana and Mark James
Michael James
Saul Kahn - Kahn Foundation
Rosalind and Howard Karby
Carol and Terry Kline

Simone Kopman
Robert and Marilyn Krell
(Jack Meier) KRG Insurance - Intercity
Investment Group
Vanessa and Manny Kursan
Jerry Lampert
Lucy Laufer
Gerald Lecovin
Lani Levine
Risa and Bill Levine
Jory Levitt
Michael Levy
Debbie and Eddie Lewin
Jenn and Marc Lieberman
(Jack Kowarsky) Lohn Foundation
Tony Mammon z’l
Lisa and Joel Marcoe
Leon Menkis
Tyla and Larry Meyer
Karen and Jack Micner
Cyndi and Max Mintzberg
Phyllis and Michael Moscovich
Rabbi Dan Moscovitz
Rochelle Moss
Neal Nep
Betty and Irv Nitkin
Carol and Peter Oreck
Joan Pinkus
Lyle Pullan
Jenny and Jack Rootman
Yvonne and George Rosenberg
Ruth and William Ross
Phil Sanderson
Robyn Schafer
Debby Freiman and David Schwartz
Rosalie and Joe Segal
Shelley and Perry Seidelman
Cecil Sigal
Herb Silber
Anita and Arnold Silber
Lotti and Shael Smith
Phyliss and Irving Snider Foundation
Darlene and Robert z’l Spevakow
Ralph Swartz
Carol Herbert and Fred Swartz
Ronnie and Barry Tessler
Susan and Stephen Tick
Jackie and Milton Toft
Dorothy Ullman
Judy Oberlander and Mark Wexler
Sharon Harowitz and Robert Willmot
Jennifer Yuhasz
Zacks Family Charitable Foundation and
Greenbrier Holdings

NEW MEMBERS

Robert Banno and Cathy Makihara, Donna
Cohen, Svetlana Ershov, Carolyn Hahn,
Shirley Kushner
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Public Programs

WALKING TOURS

SPECIAL EVENTS

Join the Jewish Museum and Archives
of BC for an informative and highly
entertaining walk through the early history
of our community.

The Scribe 2019: Innovations in Health
Launch Event

Tour dates are subject to change.
Please confirm dates and register
to attend via the JMABC website:
jewishmuseum.ca

W!
E
N
The Jewish History of
Oakridge

The 2019 edition of our annual journal, The Scribe, celebrates medical innovators of
our community. Featuring never-before published interviews with pioneering heath
professionals.
Jois us for a very special launch event
Wednesday, December 4, 2019
Beth Israel Synagogue
7pm
refreshments will follow

Sunday, September 22 • 10 am

$54 per person
Tickets available at: jewishmuseum.ca

$16 per person

Keynote by Dr. Larry Goldenberg, CM, OBC

Offered in collaboration with the
Vancouver Heritage Foundation

Dr. Goldenberg is an award-winning researcher noted for his breakthroughs in the
treatment of cancer.

Advanced registration required

Sunday, September 8 • 11 am

Annual General Meeting
of the
Jewish Historical Society of BC

$15 per person

Please join us for the AGM of the Jewish Historical Society of BC.

Advanced registration required

Special Resolutions, passed by the Jewish Historical Society of British Columbia Board of
Directors, to adopt a new Constitution and Bylaws are being recommended to Members to
be voted upon at the Annual General Meeting of the Society. Text of the recommendations
are included as inserts for reading in advance of the AGM.

Jewish Gastown

Wednesday, November 20, 2019
6 pm
6184 Ash Street

Jewish Strathcona

Sunday, September 15 • 11 am
$15 per person
Advanced registration required

Presentation of the Second Annual
BC Jewish History Research Prize
Join us for the announcement of the winning essay and a lecture by the author.
Immediately following the
AGM of the JHSBC.

To stay in the loop on all our public
programs, sign up for our email newsletter,
delivered roughly once-a-month. You can
sign up by clicking the “connect” tab on
our website, jewishmuseum.ca

Refreshments provided.
Photo opposite: Volkswagons being unloaded from the SS Gustav Pistor,
September 30, 1957. Photo by Otto Landauer.
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Mystery Photo

Cubmaster Chuck Kemp (back, right) appears to be the only person not having fun in this photo. Unfortunately, he’s
also the only identified person. Do you know who these cub scouts and cubmaster are? They are members of the
42nd B’nai B’rith cub pack sponsored by B’nai B’rith Lion’s Gate Lodge, circa 1958.
If you know any of their names, please contact the JMABC office at: 604.257.5199

The Jewish Museum & Archives of BC • 6184 Ash Street • Vancouver, BC • V5Z 3G9
jewishmuseum.ca • 604.257.5199 • info@jewishmuseum.ca

