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President’s Message

Dear JMABC members,
While we have been so restricted in our movements because
of the pandemic, there is a potential silver lining. This is a
great time to look at historical materials from your family
that may be great additions to the JMABC Archives.
I pulled out a scrapbook that was made for me in 1962 when I
was Northern Region President of BBG that was in
surprisingly good condition with some great artefacts and
photos, as well as a series of photos from BBYO dances held
in 1961, 1962 and 1963. While my children were not ready for
me to part with some of the original dance photos, I have
passed the scrapbook on to our Archives as part of the BBYO
fonds, and marked the dance photos for later donation, while
passing on copies for the present. I was able to identify people
in the photos which is much easier than an archivist having to
try to do so years from now.
I have had wonderful conversations with my extended family
and friends who shared my teen years, triggered by my
reflections on historical materials. I encourage you all to look
at your family photo collections and documents and enjoy
your memories while also deciding what to share for posterity
through our Community Archives.
Our 50th anniversary year celebrations began with the
November AGM and guest speaker and will continue with an
online screening of a film drawing upon the Ronnie Tessler
photo collection in April, and the launch of The Scribe on
Jewish Education: K-12 on May 19, 2021. We invite you to join
us for these events, and to tour our website to listen to Oral
Histories and podcasts that will bring to life our vibrant B.C.
Jewish history. We hope to be able to resume in-person
walking tours later in the spring, which are great venues to
socialize outdoors with family and friends.

In the fall, we will celebrate a Children’s Art Contest and the
launch of our 50th Anniversary commemorative book. The
book will illustrate 50 years of Jewish history in BC, including
descriptions of organizations and individuals who have
contributed to the development of our communities. We aim
to be as inclusive as possible, and we have invited
participation from diverse organizations and communities
across the province. We encourage you to nominate notable
individuals – details are available on our website at:
jewishmuseum.ca/fifty-years/notable
The book will also include a section of sponsored Family
Stories that will be a permanent record for your children and
grandchildren. Again, please visit our website to review donor
opportunities, including sponsored Family Stories. Donations
of any amount will be acknowledged in the book, and all funds
will go to the continued growth and sustainability of the
Jewish Museum and Archives of BC.
We are grateful for your continued engagement as members.
Your belief in and support for our work has allowed us to
thrive over our first 50 years. We look forward to serving the
B.C. Jewish community as the permanent repository of our
historical records and as the source of entertaining and
educational programs for many years to come.
Sincerely,

Carol P. Herbert
President

Above: Selections from Carol’s BBYO scrapbook, circa 1962.
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50

CELEBRATE

YEARS

of the

JEWISH MUSEUM & ARCHIVES OF BC

Fifty years ago, a small group of dedicated volunteers set out to
document the early history of our community. They collected family
photos and organizational records, and interviewed old-timers who
had been children during the early days of the community at the turn
of the century.
From these modest beginnings, our organization has grown to
become the trusted keeper of our community memories. Our
archives document the growth and accomplishment of our community
through hundreds of thousands of documents, photos and first-hand
accounts. Each year, dozens of new oral history interviews are
completed by our skilled volunteers and thousands of documents are
donated by families and community organizations.

We have won recognition for these efforts; notably
the BC Museums Association Award of Merit for
Community Engagement granted to the JMABC
and our partners in 2019 in recognition of the
immensely successful Cross Cultural Strathcona
Walking Tour.
We have much to be proud of and much to look
forward to. We hope that you will join us in
celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the Jewish
Museum and Archives of BC by sponsoring one of
our anniversary projects.
Read on to learn about a few of these projects.
Further information on all our anniversary projects
is available at:
www.jewishmuseum.ca/fifty-years

No longer confined to the early days of the community, our collection
now reflects the breadth and scope of the full 163 years of Jewish life
in BC, from the small towns to the big cities, from pioneers to new
arrivals.
These materials form the bedrock of educational programming
designed by our skilled team in their ongoing efforts to connect the
youth of today with the lives of their predecessors. In parallel, our
team regularly collaborates with organizations within and beyond our
Jewish community, fostering understanding and respect between
BC’s communities of diverse heritage.

Contributions of any amount are greatly
appreciated and all donors will be recognized in the
very special commemorative book being produced
to mark this occasion.

$139,000
Pledged to
date

$0
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Between 1976 and 1979, photographer Ronnie
Tessler visited and documented the thriving rodeo
communities of the BC interior.
Now part of the BC Jewish Communtiy Archives,
these photos are the subject of an upcoming short
film directed by documentarian Sarah Genge and
produced by the JMABC.

Help us recognize the people who have contributed
to our community’s success. Let us know who
should be included in our commemorative book.

Our community’s story is a tapestry made up of
thousands of family stories.
Contribute your family story to our 50th
Anniversary book, or provide a sponsorship to
make this opportunity available to more families.

Interviews with community members are an
essential resource for understanding the history of
our community. Over the past 50 years, our skilled
volunteers have collected close to 1,000
interviews, and the collection grows each year.
Help us continue this important work.

Our walking tour series is one of the best ways of
sharing our community history with visitors to our
cities. We offer tours showcasing the Jewish
history of Victoria and many Vancouver
neighbourhoods.
Help us continue and expand this vital outreach
program.

This new program aims to engage youth with our
community history. Working with local day schools
and supplementary schools, we will be inviting
students of all ages to interpret their history in
visual or written artworks.
Be a founding sponsor of this new program.

LEARN ABOUT ADDITIONAL SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AT:
JEWISHMUSEUM.CA/FIFTY-YEARS
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ARCHIVES & ANNIVERSARIES
As we pass the one year mark of the
COVID-19 pandemic, and just after the
JMABC’s 50th anniversary date, I
wanted to reflect on how the archives
have responded to these two
anniversaries of sorts.
Like everyone else, when we packed up
our desks on March 16th to head home,
we thought we’d be out for a couple of
weeks, maybe a month at most. At
first it was a novelty, a time to catch
up on emails, sort out computer files
that had become unwieldy, draft policy
documents that had been on the wish
list for ages. There was, of course, also
the important work of obsessively
checking the news, panic reading the
spiking infection numbers and some
inevitable staring into the abyss.
Even last August as I last prepared an
Archives Report for the fall Chronicle,
everything felt fresh in its
strangeness. We were thinking on the
fly, trying not to plan more than a
month or two out because it was too
hard to say where we would find
ourselves.
Despite all of this, the archives have
reached a new normal in recent
months, and we wanted to share how
we’ve continued to work on collecting
5

and preserving our community’s
history with you. In many ways the
JMABC archives have been well
situated to handle the last year, we
came to terms with being a virtual and
digital museum in 2011. What does this
mean? It means that oral histories –
one of our most requested resources
– have always been available digitally, it
means that we thoroughly catalogue
all new donations online (via
archives.jewishmuseum.ca), and it
means we’re always working to digitize
more records and photographs to
make them instantly available and
searchable from a computer
anywhere.
It is the oral history program at the
JMABC that I think of the most when I
think of how these two very different
“anniversaries” are affecting us. After
some stops and starts we’ve come
pretty close to perfecting the art of
Zoom oral histories, and as always the
Oral History Program makes me
appreciate the longevity of the Jewish
Museum and Archives of BC. Before
the organization was even formed
officially on January 25th 1971 oral
histories had begun to be collected.
Numbering more than 900 today the
oral history program has ebbed and

flowed but it has been a constant
project for the archives.
Many of those 50 years of the
program’s history were under the
tutelage and watchful eye of Irene
Dodek, z”l, working with archivists,
volunteers, and community members
who generously donated their time.
While we miss her insight and
involvement we know that the best
way we can honour her memory is to
continue to conduct interviews and
using them as the first point of
connection in the archives. No matter
how much the world has changed
since the first oral history was
recorded, especially in the past year,
we’ve been able to adapt this time
honoured and trusted method of
sharing our stories.
In a time when we only see each other
through screens or shouting through
our masks in the street, connecting
has at times felt unattainable. Even so,
we are pleased to have found a new
normal.
Alysa Routtenberg
JMABC Archivist

A group picnic in Lillooet Park, 1929.
Photo by Leonard Frank
(L.10973).

Mentoring
Future
Creatives

various interviews, and has really
demonstrated to me how the experiences
of those within the same community can
be both intensely similar and vastly
different. Often, folks can be hesitant to
talk about difficult or challenging
experiences, and yet sometimes they
prove to be common among many.
Currently working to finish up my
undergraduate studies at Emily Carr
University of Art + Design, this position
has provided great insight into new
research methods, ways of interacting and
engaging with the public, and the
important role that museums and
organizations like the JMABC play in the
community.

step was to film, but what to film during a
lock-down? We decided to enlarge
Tessler’s photographs and place them in
various locations that complemented each
photo, to allow for the audience to spend
time with the photo and voices. The final
product is a lovely look inside the world,
and the people that inhabit the world of
Western Canadian rodeo.
This project would not be possible without
the help of Ronnie Tessler, Michael
Schwartz, Marcy Babins, Alysa
Routtenberg, Jasper Wrinch; April
Thompson, Ryan Clough-Carroll, and ToniLynn Frederick at Cineworks; Printmaker
John Goldsmith; Sophie Vayro, Joleen
Seitz, Dale Rechner at FusionCine, Billy at
Stampede Tack and Western Wear Store,
Mike Macsorley at Cloverdale Rodeo, Fiona
Crossley at the PNE; and all the people I
talked to for this film, including Coleman
Robinson, Celia Haig-Brown, Adrian
Stimson, Bill Jeffries, Vladimir Ulovec,
Jonathan Gough, and Nicholas Villanueva.
Special thank you to Ciaran Boyle, Julia
Cundari, Isaac Forsland, and Shael Wrinch.
Thank you to Susanna Barlow, Devan Scott
and James Ryan for their wonderful advice.
And a huge shout out to our wonderful
partner, Cineworks.

Naomi Boyd
Curatorial Assistant
Since starting work with the JMABC this
past summer, a large portion of my work
has been dedicated to the development of
the Oral History Online Library.
Aimed at making the vast collection of oral
histories more accessible, the Online
Library now features over 100 short clips
pulled from full interviews featured in the
Innovations in Health collection and the
Southern African Diaspora Oral History
Project. Hopefully these excerpts will
inspire joy and intrigue, imploring listeners
to consider the importance of oral history
as a means for research and community
building. It has been a challenge to find a
balance between stories that might be
considered uplifting or disheartening,
though the sheer variety of perspectives
contained within the collection is
incredible.
Recently I have been working on
synthesizing some of the information
uncovered through interviewing members
of the Southern Africa Diaspora, including
a series of blog posts highlighting some of
the major areas of interest explored within
the collection. It has been exciting to
recognize and highlight themes across

Sarah Genge

This project was the first online exhibition
I’ve ever created and the first film I’ve
made for an organization. I cannot put into
words how incredible this experience has
been, and how much I have learned. Thank
you so much the JMABC!

Curatorial Assistant
With thanks to the JMABC, I have had the
opportunity to intern as a curatorial
assistant. For the past six months, I have
had the honor of creating an online
photography exhibition and short
documentary about the 1970’s rodeo
photographs taken by Ronnie Tessler.
Mrs. Tessler is an extremely talented
photographer based in Vancouver, and a
longtime supporter of the JMABC.
With the Covid-19 pandemic locking us in
our homes, Michael Schwartz and I had a
tough task ahead of us: how do we create a
film during a pandemic? After much
thinking and reading Susan Sontag books,
we decided to focus the film and exhibition
around subjectivity.

Liana Glass
Food Programs Coordinator

I had the privilege to have conversations
with different people via Zoom about their
thoughts on Tessler’s rodeo photographs.
From the brillant Ronnie Tessler to the
people who were in the photographs, a
beautiful story slowly weaved together.

Over the last few months, it’s been my job
to produce season two of The Kitchen
Stories, the JMABC’s podcast about all
things food. You can read more about it on
page 8.

With the audio story compiled, the next

I finished my masters in Community and
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Regional Planning at UBC in the Spring of
2020, then spent the summer taking
online Yiddish classes. After my degree, I
wanted to try doing something creative for
a little while, so this job came along at the
perfect time.
Podcasting was a totally new medium for
me, and it’s been a neat experience to see
a project through from start to finish. It
was definitely daunting at times to plan
out the season and learn to use audio
editing software, but it has been really
rewarding to see it all come together and
now I’ve got some fun new skills!
Conducting interviews has been a big part
of the job. I’ve loved connecting with
community members and learning about
Jewish foods I wasn’t familiar with before,
guests’ family traditions and memories,
various food-related jobs, how food can be
an agent of social change, and so much
more.
One of my favourite parts of working on
The Kitchen Stories has been putting each
episode together. I love storytelling and
puzzles and stitching together the
different interview segments is a great
combination of the two: seeing the arc of
an episode take shape is really satisfying.
I hope you enjoy the show! Thank you to all
the guests on this season, to Michael
Schwartz for making The Kitchen Stories
happen, and to Sarah Genge for being a
sounding board and tech-tester. If you
want to keep talking about food or revisit a
favourite episode, you can find me growing
vegetables at City Beet Farm.

JMABC, all while working remotely! My
internship started with researching and
listening to oral histories that could be
potentially useful for an upcoming
immigration edition of The Scribe, as well
as looking within our archives database for
photographs related to these unique
stories.
Another significant part of my work as
archives intern involved transcribing oral
history interviews - some recent, some
dating back to the early 20th century. Oral
histories are fascinating because they give
a voice to people living in the past, which
gives us a first-hand glimpse into their life
stories.
Before my internship, I don’t think I had
any idea just how much Jewish history
existed in B.C. The oral history interviews
and the photographs in the JMABC
archives showed me just how diverse this
history really is. I found value in every
story I’ve had the privilege of hearing.
During my internship, I gained a deeper
appreciation for historical record in all its
forms, as well as the work that goes into
maintaining archives. Every bit of historical
record has its place, and all of us can find
our own individual connections to these
stories.
Having completed my BA in Art History at
McGill, remotely this past spring due to
Covid-19, I thought that finding suitable
work related to my field of study would be
an impossible task this fall, but I was
fortunate enough to find this position
which has taught me valuable skills that I’ll
be able to bring with me as I continue to
pursue a career in the field of cultural
heritage.

Kate Quinn-Feehan
Archives Intern

Chloé Obadia-Mason
Archives Intern
This fall, I’ve had the opportunity to
observe and assist with many interesting
tasks within the museum space that I
wouldn’t have experienced without the
7

I am a recent grad of UBC’s Masters of
Library and Information Studies Program.
This is my second internship with the
JMABC, as I completed a summer
internship during my Masters. I am very
excited to be here and be able to work
with these lovely materials and people for
a second time.
During my time here at the JMABC, I have
been working as an Archives Intern for The
Scribe. My main duties include searching
the archives for items that are relevant for
an upcoming issue, which will focus on the
theme of immigration. I have been busy
listening to relevant Oral Histories, and

creating a comprehensive set of
documents that the editor and committee
can use as a foundation to build this
edition of the Scribe. These immigration
stories are a wealth of information and
courage.
Because I started my search by
completing a thorough timeline of Jewish
immigration to Canada, I already had a
practical knowledge of the world events
that were happening when people
immigrated here, but listening to people
tell their stories I was able to better
understand the human element. Their
stories made me realise that there is light
in dark times. Time after time I was
endeared by the Vancouver Jewish
Community’s welcoming attitude to new
settlers and refugees.
When I was not elbow deep in archival
materials, I had the opportunity to
complete some research requests for
community members. One of these
assignments led me through four
generations of a Vancouver family. In the
back issues of the Jewish Western Bulletin,
I followed the family through births, Bar
Mitzvahs, marriages, and deaths. Through
this genealogical search I learned about
the Jewish Home for the Aged, the
precursor to the Louis Brier Home and
Hospital, the old Jewish Community
Centre, and found lovely descriptions of
wedding dresses through the decades. It
was very rewarding to be able to put
together a family history for this
community member and see how their
family interacted with the larger Jewish
community in Vancouver.
I am off to continue working for West
Vancouver Memorial Library now that the
library is back open to the public but my
time here at JMABC has been wonderful
and allowed me the time to explore more
complex research questions.

The
Kitchen
Stories
SEASON 2

One of the things we’ve been cooking up recently
at the JMABC is another season of our podcast,
The Kitchen Stories. Season 1 ran in 2017/18, and
now we’re back with Season 2!
The Kitchen Stories explores culture, identity, and
community goings-on through conversations about
food. Like in season one, most of the new episodes
feature multiple guests reflecting on a common,
food-related theme. Of course, the topics covered
are mostly new, as well as the guests discussing
them. This season also has a different host, Liana
Glass, and includes a couple longer-form
interviews, just to shake things up!
The guests on Season 2 include community
leaders, organizers, business owners, holiday meal
super-hosts, and more. They’ve all generously
shared their time and stories with us, and we can’t
wait to share them with you.
Throughout the season, you’ll hear about Jewish
organizations and businesses in Vancouver and
elsewhere in BC working with food directly and
indirectly. Guests share reflections and memories
around hosting shared meals, advocating for social
change, family traditions, favourite foods, and so
much more. Later in the season, a few of the
episodes provide an update on the issue of food
(in)security in the Greater Vancouver Jewish

community, and the organizations at the forefront
of tackling it.
A central element of The Kitchen Stories is that
when we set out to talk about food, we inevitably
end up getting into so much more. This season
delves into some pretty big questions like; How can
we draw from Jewish tradition to show up for
others? How can we use food to break down
barriers in our community? Is being vegan a
Jewish activity?

Above: Madison
Slobin & Rebecca
Shwenk of Shiva
Delivers, featured in
season two of
The Kitchen Stories.

The universality of food and the meanings we make
around it mean every episode of The Kitchen
Stories is different from the last, and just like a big
holiday meal, we’ve got something for everyone.
Hopefully listening to The Kitchen Stories will
provide a taste of the food and community
connections we’ve all been missing over the past
year.
The first three episodes of Season 2 of The
Kitchen Stories are now available, with new
episodes coming out weekly after that. Subscribe
wherever you get your podcasts.
You can also find all episodes, new and old, as well
as additional materials relating to the episodes, at
jewishmuseum.ca/the-kitchen-stories/.
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Donations & Tributes
MAZEL TOV
Carol Herbert, in honour of being named
to the Order of Canada.
Ron & Brenda Appleton
David Bogoch
Arthur & Glenda Guttman
Richard Menkis
Joice Myers
Ellen & Barrie Yackness

SPEEDY RECOVERY
Michael Levy
JMABC Board of Directors
Perry Seidelman
George & Yconne Rosenberg
Marcy Babins
Shael & Lotti Smith

SYMPATHY
Jeff Narod, in memory of his mother,
Eileen.
Joice Myers
Linda Frimer, in memory of her husband,
Michael.
Jack & Jenny Rootman
Michael Levy, in memory of his wife, Ann,
Shael & Lotti Smith
Faye Golden, in memory of her husband,
Ken.
Fred Swartz & Carol Herbert

GRATITUDE
Bill Gruenthal, in recognition and with
thanks for his many years served on the
JMABC Board of Directors.
Pat Johnson
Barry & Ronnie Tessler
Steve & Marcy Babins
Bernard Pinsky & Daniella Givon

OTHER
In honour of her granddaughter, Lianna
Philipp joining the JMABC Board of
Directors.
Claire Golumbia

DONATIONS
Arnold Abramson
Richard & Darlene Ames
Ron & Brenda Appleton
Helen Aqua
Jack Austin
Jeffrey & Hildy Barnett
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Roberta Beiser & Allan Black
Miriam Benny
Leonard & Sandra Bobroff
Esther Caldes
Jane Cherry
Donna Cohen
Sylvia Cristall
Harvey and Jody Dales
Ann Daskal
Ken and Reva Davidson
Gordon and Leslie Diamond
Michelle Dodek
Mort Dodek
Marie Doduck
Caylee Dzurka
Enid Edwards
Gina Faigen
Alan Farber & Felicia Folk
Flora Bluma Field
Norman & Marlene Franks
Michael & Sally Geller
Josh Gibbons & Kara Mintzberg
Philip Gibbs - Congregation Har El
Joe & Karyn Gold
Norman and Linda Gold
David Goldman
Joyce Gordon
Gerry Growe & Nomi Kaplan
Valerie Gruson
David & Chela Herman

Karen James
Brian Jessel
Kahn Foundation
John Scott Keenlyside
Horatio Kemeny
Rozanne Kipnes
Anita Leonoff
Earl Lesk & Donna Love
Kay Levey
Bill & Risa Levine
Ken & Leah Levitt
Saundra Lipton
Dolores Luber
Lutsky Family Foundation
Robert and Alicia Matas
Aynsley Meldrum
Larry & Tyla Meyer
Susan Nashel
Irving & Joyce Ozier
Norman & Lola Pawer
Daniel & Trudy Pekarsky
Bev Philipp
Ruthi Pinto Akselrod
Nancy Rosenblum
Matthew Ross
William & Ruth Ross
Harley Rothstein & Eleanor Boyle
Stan Saibil
Fred & Beverly Schaeffer
Joseph & Rosalie Segal

50TH ANNIVERSARY BBYO
ARCHIVES PROJECT

Fay Shafron
Cecil Sigal
Arnold & Anita Silber
Allan & Marsha Simmons
Bernie & Lee Simpson
Gloria Smith
Jack Sniderman
Rosa Stenberg
Morgan Strug
Fred Swartz & Carol Herbert
Frances Switzer
Aron Tischler
Michael Tripp
Cheryl Wunch
Ellen & Barrie Yackness
Jennifer Yuhasz
Anne Zavalkoff
Alex Zbar

Gloria Gutman

50TH ANNIVERSARY BOOK
The Betty Averbach Foundation
King David High School
The Vancouver Jewish Film Festival

50TH ANNIVERSARY GENERAL
DONATIONS
Jonathan & Heather Berkowitz
Bill & Noemi Gruenthal

COVID-19 PLEA
Ed & Sharon Fitch

Arthur & Judith Dodek
Ed & Sharon Fitch
Harold & Kathie Folk
Michael & Sally Geller
Arthur & Glenda Guttman
Jesse Halperin & Kyla Schwartz
Michael James
Lucy Laufer
Bill & Risa Levine
Lohn Foundation
Bob Markin & Ralph Markin
David Schwartz & Debby Freiman
Mark Wexler & Judy Oberlander
The Zacks Family Charitable Foundation

SUSTAINERS OF THE ARCHIVES
David & Shelley Ail
Neil Baker
David Bogoch
Marty & Janet Braverman
Rena Cohen

2020 SCRIBE SPONSORS
Barry & Ronnie Tessler

NEW MEMBERS
Lee Henderson
Evan Orloff
Lianna Philipp
Ron & Roni Wosk

Public Programs
ONLINE EVENTS
Crackin’ Out:
The Ronnie Tessler
Rodeo Collection

Building BC: The
Photography of Leonard
Frank & Otto Landauer

A SHORT FILM

May 4, 2021 • 7pm
$16 / $10 for students

April 21, 2021 • 7pm • By Donation
Join us for an online screening
followed by a presentation by Tessler
and director Sarah Genge

Join JMABC Director of Community
Engagement Michael Schwartz for a
presentation on two breathtaking
photography collections.
Hosted by the Vancouver Heritage
Foundation

The Scribe Vol 39:
The Education Issue
May 19, 2021 • 7pm • By Donation
Join us for the launch of this special
issue of our annual journal, celebrating
K-12 educators in our community.
Featuring a panel of community
educators:
Anne Andrew, Emily Greenberg,
and Rabbi Don Pacht
Moderated by Russ Klein

Register to attend these online events at: jewishmuseum.ca/calendar

WALKING TOURS
In keeping with provincial public health recommendations, walking tours remain on hold. We may resume them if it
becomes safe to do so. For the most current information, be sure to subscribe to our email newsletter at:
subscribe.jewishmuseum.ca/newsletter
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The H. Bendickson family group, 1912. Photo by Leonard Frank (LF.40088)
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